
Education, Training and Skills 

Research demonstrates a large and persistent association between education 
and health.  People with higher levels of education experience better health, as 
indicated by high levels of self-reported health and physical functioning and low 
levels of morbidity, mortality, and disability. 
 
Overall educational attainment in North Somerset schools is good and has been 
improving, remaining about the regional and national average. 52% of pupils in 
North Somerset taking GCSEs achieved 5 or more A*-C grades including English 
and maths. However, this masks large differences between schools, areas and 
groups within the district. In 2008, only 16% of children eligible for free school 
meals achieved this benchmark compared to 53% of those not eligible for free 
school meals. 
 
The attainment gap between those pupils eligible for free school meals and other 
pupils is significant and we have yet to see any sustained improvement. By the 
GCSE stage the gap is one of the widest in England. The gap is widest in more 
rural schools.  Educational outcomes for looked after children are particularly 
poor.   
 
Based on progress at Key Stage 2 and 4 and taking account of factors beyond 
school’s control such as poverty, most schools in North Somerset perform 
around the national average.  
 
In 2010, 3.7% of young people aged 16-18 in North Somerset were not in 
education, employment or training (NEET), lower than the England average of 
6.7%.  However within North Somerset one in ten young people living in the 
Weston South Locality were not in education, employment or training.  A survey 
of local businesses highlighted skill gaps in literacy, numeracy and time keeping 
in 16–19 year olds. 
 
Surveys of local children and young people asking whether they enjoyed school 
showed that 6% always enjoy school, 43% do most of the time and 46% 
sometimes.  Suggestions for improvement included smaller and quieter classes, 
more interesting lessons and help from teachers. Local consultation regarding 
quality of advice and guidance services from Connexions and others services 
was positive, and identified areas for improvement related to the access and 
quality of information.    
 
Challenges for consideration 
 
Support the raising attainment of vulnerable and disadvantaged children and 
young people through the prioritisation of support and commitment to multi-
professional support these children and their families 
 

 1



Author: Paul Jacobs, North Somerset Council 
 
Date: June 2011 

 2



Why is this important? 
 
Research demonstrates a large and persistent association between education 
and health.  People with higher levels of education experience better health, as 
indicated by high levels of self-reported health and physical functioning and low 
levels of morbidity, mortality, and disability. Mechanisms by which education 
influences health are complex and are likely to include (but are not limited to) 
interrelationships between demographic and family background indicators, 
effects of poor health in childhood, greater resources associated with higher 
levels of education, a learned appreciation for the importance of good health 
behaviours, and one’s social networks. But its not only education which is 
important ensuring that young people have the right skills when they leave 
education to find a job is an important issue that effects a person health.   
 
 
What are the needs of the population?  
 
Education 
 
Overall educational attainment in North Somerset schools is good and has been 
improving over the last few years (for details see the children’s needs 
assessment).  For instance, across North Somerset, 52% of pupils taking GCSEs 
achieved 5 or more A*-C grades including English and Maths. As elsewhere in 
the country, achievement has improved significantly and North Somerset has 
consistently remained above the regional and national average.   
 
However overall figures mask large differences between schools  areas  and 
groups within the district.   Those who receive free school meals are often used 
as a proxy for children who come from a deprived family.  The attainment gap 
between those pupils eligible for Free School Meals and other pupils is significant 
and getting wider. This gap widens as pupils age and by the GCSE stage, the 
gap recorded in North Somerset is one of the widest in England. Further details 
of this gap are contained in the Child Poverty Chapter of the JSNA.  
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Figure 1: Attainment Gap Free School Meals /Non Free School Meals 5 GCSE’s 
including English and Math’s 
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Source: Department for Education Local Authority Interactive Tool 
 
This gap is widest in typically more rural schools, particularly Backwell, Gordano 
and Clevedon, although numbers are very small. 
 
In 2008 only 15% (2 young people) of looked after children achieved 5 A*-C 
GCSE’s (or equivalent) including English and Math’s.  This is better than the 
national average. However, attainment for looked after children is still 
significantly lower than the general population.    
 
Differences in the attainment gap are visible by school, with higher figures noted 
in the North and Central Locality Areas, in particular Gordano, Nailsea and 
Clevedon schools. Whilst more research would be needed to fully understand 
this issue and statistical significance testing would be necessary to do this, the 
results do evidence that even in more prosperous areas, small numbers of 
children from deprived backgrounds are often less likely to achieve academic 
performance at the level of all their peers. 
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The contextual value added measure takes into account factors known to affect 
children's attainment but which are outside a school's control - such as poverty. 
When a 95% confidence interval is applied to the contextual value added 
measure based on progress between Key Stage 2 and 4, most schools in North 
Somerset perform on or around the national and local authority average.   
 
Skills 
 
How well prepared are young people to meet labour market demands in North 
Somerset? As discussed earlier, young people in North Somerset overall tend to 
score higher GCSE and Key Stage 4 attainment scores than nationally. Despite 
this, concern is raised by some employers regarding perceived skill gaps in 
young people entering the labour force.  
 
Between February and March 2009, North Somerset Council and Weston 
College undertook a postal business survey, which asked the question of 
businesses in the area “which of the following do you believe to be skills gaps?” 
Whilst responses rates are low, the most frequent responses are detailed in the 
table below. Skill gaps in literacy, numeracy and time keeping were recorded as 
significantly higher concerns for 16–19 year olds. 
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Young People not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) 
 
It is important to note that the label of ‘NEET’ is more complex that it might first 
appear.  This group includes a mixture of young people with different challenges 
and needs. According to Connexions, approximately a third will have dropped out 
of a course they didn’t get on with, another third will not be doing anything due to 
issues such as gap years or sickness and the last third will be very vulnerable 
and require significant support. 
 
In 2010 3.7% of young people aged 16-18 in North Somerset were not in 
education, employment or training.  This was lower than the rate for England, the 
West of England Partnership and the statistical neighbours groups that North 
Somerset is most similar to.  However within North Somerset one in ten young 
people living in the Weston South Locality were not in education, employment or 
training.   
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As elsewhere in the country, certain vulnerable groups are more likely to be 
categorised as ‘NEET’. These include young people leaving care, teenage 
mothers and young offenders (see children’s needs assessment for further 
details). 
 
 
Current services  
 
The building of Children’s Centres in the authority area is also on target to deliver 
four additional Phase 3 Children’s Centres by March 2010. This will bring the 
total number of Children’s Centres in North Somerset to 14. 
 
 
Community voice 
 
Children and Young people were asked about whether they enjoy school as part 
of the Tellus survey. 6% responded always, 43% most of the time and 46% 
sometimes. These figures are in line with national results. Popular things which 
would help pupils do better in school included: 
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• More fun/interesting lessons (83%) 
• Smaller classes/groups (45%, significantly higher that the national 34% 
average) 
• More help from teachers (43%) 
• A quieter/better behaved class or group (43%) 
 
Local consultation regarding the quality of advice and guidance services received 
from Connexions and others for future planning was undertaken in 2008.  Results 
demonstrated that most young people accessing these services were positive 
about what they received and saw it as positive and important to talk about their 
future. But when asked about other areas of improvement they came out with the 
following list:   
 
• Greater and more access to information and advice to help make better 
decisions. 
• Know, understand and have better access to Connexions. 
• Improved support for parents 
• Ways to get information from professionals to make more sense. 
• Impartial information, advice and guidance. 
• Less conflicting opinions so that the information is less confusing. 
 
Challenges for consideration  
 
Support the raising attainment of vulnerable and disadvantaged children & young 
people through the prioritisation of support and commitment to multi-professional 
support these children and their families 
 
Further information  
 
Prepared from a paper by David M. Cutler, Harvard University and Adriana 
Lleras-Muney, Princeton University.  
http://www.npc.umich.edu/publications/policy_briefs/brief9/# 
 
Children’s needs assessment 
http://www.n-
somerset.gov.uk/Education/draftchildrenandyoungpeoplesneedsassessment200
9.htm 
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