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Bristol housing supply 
 
Bristol City Council does not have any unmet requirements for housing which would be 
required to be met in neighbouring authorities.  This note sets out how the current supply of 
land for housing meets the housing requirements of the Adopted Core Strategy. 
 
Policy BCS5 of the Core Strategy includes a contingency for additional housing if necessary.  
The suggested long term contingency included for consideration by Policy BCS5 is the use of 
some Green Belt land including southeast Bristol for an urban extension. 
 
The contingency is only required if monitoring shows that planned provision will not be 
delivered at the levels expected, or if land is required to accommodate higher levels of 
provision.  Neither of these conditions has been met.  Monitoring has shown that the 
planned provision of homes will be delivered at the levels expected, and there has been no 
objectively assessed evidence of needs for housing in the housing market area to 
demonstrate higher levels of provision are required. 
 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment work being undertaken by the local authorities in the 
West of England will provide evidence of the objectively assessed needs for market and 
affordable housing in the housing market area.  This evidence will support the review of the 
appropriate level of new homes which is required by Policy BCS of the Core Strategy to be 
carried out by June 2016.   
 
Bristol’s Core Strategy was adopted in June 2011 and established the overall level of housing 
provision for the city between 2006 and 2026.  Core Strategy Policy BCS5 provides a robust 
and up to date basis for housing delivery in the city.  Policy BCS5 sets a minimum target of 
26,400 homes, whilst envisaging that 30,600 new homes will be provided. The level of 
housing was fully tested at examination and the Core Strategy found sound accordingly.  
 
The city council continues to identify more than a five-year supply of deliverable housing 
sites.  The latest five year housing land supply report1 demonstrates a 5 year supply of 6,327 
dwellings for the period 2013 to 2018 (see Table 1).  This exceeds the target for 2013 to 
2018 of 4,920 by 28.6%.  This is in excess the National Planning Policy Framework 
requirement for a buffer of 5%. 
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http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/council_and_democracy/statistics_and_census_infor
mation/Report5yrSupply2013whole_0.pdf 
 

http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/council_and_democracy/statistics_and_census_information/Report5yrSupply2013whole_0.pdf
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/council_and_democracy/statistics_and_census_information/Report5yrSupply2013whole_0.pdf


 
 
Table 1. Assessment of Five Year Supply at 1 April 2013 

 Net dwellings 

Housing provision target 2006 to 2026 26,400 

Dwelling completions 2006 to 2013 13,606 

Dwellings required to meet target 2013 to 2026 12,794 

Dwellings required to meet target 2013 to 2018 4,920 

Identified five year housing land supply 2013 to 2018 6,327 

Percentage in excess of target 2013 to 2018 28.6% 

 
The Site Allocations and Development Management Policies and Bristol Central Area Plan 
include specific sites allocated for development to meet the Core Strategy housing provision 
requirement to 2026.  Appendix 1 of the Soundness, Legal and Procedural Requirements 
document2 submitted to the Secretary of State on 12 July 2013 for independent 
examination of the Site Allocations and Development Management Policies demonstrates 
how the Site Allocations and Development Management Policies and Bristol Central Area 
Plan contribute to meeting the Core Strategy housing provision to 2026. 
 
Bristol City Council 
14th February 2014 
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http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/planning_and_building_regulations/planning_policy/
local_development_framework/Soundness%2C%20legal%20and%20procedural%20reqmts.pdf 
 

http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/planning_and_building_regulations/planning_policy/local_development_framework/Soundness%2C%20legal%20and%20procedural%20reqmts.pdf
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/planning_and_building_regulations/planning_policy/local_development_framework/Soundness%2C%20legal%20and%20procedural%20reqmts.pdf

