
PCAA Position Statements for Core Strategy Examination 

 
The Parish Councils Airport Association is a voluntary organisation that represents 22 

Parishes surrounding Bristol Airport in the Districts of North Somerset and Bath and 

North East Somerset.  Our main objective is to minimise the impacts of airport activities 

on Parishes and the local and global environment. The PCAA responds to consultations at 

local, regional and national level.  The PCAA takes the collective view of its Parishes and 

each Parish is able to submit its own response to consultations and issues arising from the 

aviation sector. 

 

This present Response (below) was drafted by a working group incorporating policies 

which have gained strong, even unanimous support from PCAA members over many 

years. The draft was circulated to member parishes for comment. This does not mean that 

all parishes endorse every letter of the Response, indeed some will add emphasis to 

problems which particularly concern them, some may disagree with specific details; all 

are free to express their own opinions. Nevertheless the Response broadly reflects the 

views of some 22 local councils, each responsive to the views of many thousands of 

electors.  

 

The Response is informed by policies of the PCAA which have gained strong, even 

unanimous support over many years, in particular to enable the community to enjoy the 

benefits of the airport while: 

 

1. trying to prevent an increase in noise annoyance by day and night; trying to 

reduce noise impacts ; 

2. containing, preferable reducing, the impact of airports on local infrastructure – 

road congestion;  

3. developing aviation in such a way as is consistent with government greenhouse 

emission targets; 

 

Since submitting the PCAA representation in February 2011to the Core Strategy the 

Department for Transport has published its Scoping Document: Developing a sustainable 

framework for UK aviation March 2011.  This document recognises that the 2003 Air 

Transport White Paper is out of date and no longer fit for purpose.  The White Paper 

failed to recognise the importance of addressing climate change and the impacts of 

aviation on the local environment.  The Department for Transport issued a further two 

reports in late August.  These were the new UK aviation forecasts 2011 and the 

Government response to the Committee on Climate Change’s Aviation report.  The 

PCAA requests that these reports are given substantial weight throughout the 

examination of the Core Strategy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Representor:  Hilary Burn 
Tuesday 13 December 2011  

Issue 4a-g - Delivery, Provision of Infrastructure 

 
Delivery 
Infrastructure 

c. Projects required to support development 

d. Timing and funding of projects 

e. Community Infrastructure Levy and section 106 planning obligations 

f. Distinction of infrastructure contributions from residential development and 

other development contributions 

g. Viability implications of required contributions 

 

 

Bristol Airport planning application was for 10 mppa by 2019/2020. There is no rail 

service to the airport and the public infrastructure is reliant on bus services.  It is 

anticipated that by 2020, just 15% of passengers traveling to and from the airport will be 

by public transport which means 85% of journeys will be by car. Much of the traffic will 

be through local villages such as Downside Road, Barrow Gurney, Winford and Chew 

Magna causing considerable congestion on local roads.  The South Bristol Link or an 

alternative to the link road should have been built before allowing the airport further 

development in the recent planning application. 

 

The PCAA would like to point out that, due to the recession, growth at airports is not 

expected to be more than 2% per annum, according to the latest Dft forecasts.  The more 

significant conditions attached to the permission for development up to 10 mppa will not 

be triggered until passenger volumes reach 7.3m.  At 2 % per annum growth, it would 

take 12.5 years to reach this figure from the 2010 volume of 5.7m.  At 5% per annum 

growth it would still take 5.5 years.  Growth at Bristol Airport is expected to remain 

around 5.7 mppa this year considerably below the peak of 6.3 mppa in 2008.   

Communities surrounding the airport are therefore likely to suffer if no funding for relief 

is provided.  The PCAA suggest means of relief should be examined. 

 

A Barrow Gurney bypass is strongly supported by most of the local communities and has 

wider benefits for a range of parishes and Bristol Airport.  The PCAA requests that the 

Barrow Gurney bypass (mentioned under ‘other proposals’ included in CS10: 

transportation and environment) is brought forward. 

 

At the June 2011 Bristol Airport – Airport Transport Forum, North Somerset Council 

advised that there is no alternative scheme under consideration for the B3130 in Barrow 

Gurney following the shelving of the traffic calming scheme last year. This is extremely 

disappointing and means that there is a failure to protect pedestrians and cyclists and 

potentially equestrians, and also a failure to reduce the volume of traffic close to village 

housing and environmentally sensitive areas of this village.  NSC has a duty to act and 

should put forward alternative traffic calming measures. The PCAA suggest that this 

proposal is included in policy CS10. 



 

The PCAA is disappointed to see that the Bus Rapid Transit Extension link Stage 2 to 

Bristol Airport for 2026 has been omitted from proposals to be included in policy CS10. 

This means that throughout the plan period there will be little change to the public 

infrastructure, and car journeys to and from the airport will remain dominant. The PCAA 

suggests that this proposal is included in policy CS10. 

 

The infrastructure surrounding the airport gives no justification for further growth at 

Bristol Airport as no appropriate improvements to infrastructure has been provided to 

date. The PCAA support the requirement of an Area Action Plan if additional 

development is given to the Airport. 

 
 

  

 


