
 
 
 

Appendix B 
Airports Located within the Green Belt 

Newcastle 
In its 1994 Master Plan, the case was made for the removal of part of the Airport site from the 
Tyne and Wear Green Belt.  The approach was adopted by all relevant local planning authorities 
and the main part of the Airport site was duly removed from the Green Belt and allocated for 
Airport related development within the Newcastle upon Tyne Unitary Development Plan (UDP) 
(Adopted 1998). 

The most recent Airport Master Plan states:  

“The main benefit of this approach [removal of the main Airport site from the Green 
Belt] has been to enable the Airport to grow with certainty.  The expansion of the 
terminal, car parking and freight facilities was seen to be of overriding importance to 
the economy of the region and to meet passenger demand, and allocation within the 
green belt was seen to be inappropriate for this level of growth.” 

Manchester 
The majority of Manchester Airport’s Operational Area is located within the Green Belt and 
designated as a Major Developed Site.  The recently submitted Manchester Core Strategy 
highlights that a review of the Green Belt was undertaken in response to the North West RS 
(which allowed for detailed changes to accommodate airport expansion, similar to the dRS in 
the context of Bristol Airport) the results of which have informed an amendment of the Green 
Belt to remove areas needed for airport development.  Policy MA1 states: 

“The growth of Manchester Airport to accommodate 45 million passengers per annum 
by 2030 will be supported, and it is designated as a Strategic Site.  This will involve the 
expansion of the developed Airport area. Areas for expansion are identified on the 
proposals map. The Green Belt boundary in this area has been amended so that areas 
needed for airport development have been excluded from the Green Belt.” 

Within the supporting text, the following exceptional circumstances for removal of part of the 
airport from the Green Belt are identified: 

• The provisions of the ATWP; 

• The economic significance of the Airport; 

• Appropriate development should be allowed for operational efficiency; 

• The Airport is a unique use and expansion has nowhere else to go; 

• A number of identified uses require direct runway access and cannot be located elsewhere; 
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• Whilst ancillary uses (e.g. hotels, offices and car parking) could be located outside the 
Green Belt, these are uses which are specifically related to the Airport. 

Bournemouth 
The southern operational area of Bournemouth Airport is set within the Green Belt.  Consent 
was granted in 2007 for new terminal buildings and for increased capacity of the Airport to 
3mppa.  Preferred Option BA1 of the Joint Christchurch and East Dorset Core Strategy Options 
document (2010) sets out the vision and strategy for the airport and with regard to the Green 
Belt states: 

“To enable development of these airport operational improvements, the Core Strategy 
will implement recommendations of national airports policy by removing sufficient 
further land within the airport boundary from the South East Dorset Green Belt.” 

Preferred Option BA3 follows: 

“Only land required to meet the operational needs of the airport should be removed 
from the Green Belt.” 

The supporting text cites the following exceptional circumstances to support the removal of the 
southern operational area from the Green Belt: 

• The provisions of the South West RS which recommends removal of the Airport from the 
Green Belt having regard to its development needs;  

• Support for growth afforded by the ATWP/Progress Report; 

• Support for growth within existing local planning policies; 

• The importance of the airport for the sub-regional and regional economy; 

• The existing airport boundary provides a defensible boundary for a potential amendment to 
the Green Belt. 

Birmingham 
The whole of the Birmingham Airport site (including the National Exhibition Centre) was 
removed from the Green Belt in the Solihull UDP adopted in 1997.   
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