
CS10:   Transportation and Movement   
 

Scheme :  Park and Ride for W-s-M 

Scheme Prioritisation within Infrastructure Delivery Plan:  Necessary 

Cost Estimate:  £3.144m in 
2011/12 prices 
 

Funding Source:  CIL 

Expected Completion Date: by 2016 

Scheme Description:      
 
A park and ride site serving Weston Town Centre to provide long stay 
parking for commuters, day visitors and shoppers. Located at the junction of 
two out of the three principle routes into Weston (A370/A371), the park and 
ride will extract traffic from radial routes and reduce congestion, supporting 
the employment led growth of the town. 
 
Initially 450 spaces would be provided but with the option to extend at later 
date. An outline design has been produced to indicate how up to 690 
spaces could be accommodated within the proposed site. Access and 
egress arrangements are also shown, see plan below. 
 
Bus priority – the service needs to compete with comparative car journey 
times, so the route for buses out of the site and onward to the town centre 
would require bus priority measures where congestion occurs to enable 
attractive and reliable journey times. 
 

 

Scheme Deliverability:     
 
The timing and phasing will be dictated by the decisions that are made 
concerning management of parking in Weston town centre. As part of the 
council’s budget reduction strategy one of the options that members are 
considering is whether to introduce on-street pay and display to Weston. If 
this is taken forward it will increase potential demand for a park & ride. If on-
street were introduced by 2013/14, designs for a park & ride could be 
worked up during the same year which would include a strategy to reduce 
long-stay parking in the town centre. Implementation could then be 
expected no earlier than 2014/15 but, in view of fact that funding would be 
subject to collection of CIL, this could be later unless the pace of 
development accelerates. 
 
An implementation plan hasn't yet been drawn up but it could be delivered 
in phases subject to viability.   The operation of the park & Ride bus service 
could be joined with the proposed bus service for Parklands Village 
(operating an every 15 minutes frequency), which is to be pump primed 
through developer contributions.   
 



Consultation: A park and ride option was included alongside the Weston 
Package public consultation in September 2008 when all households were 
invited to view the proposals. Comments received were very supportive of 
the park and ride. More recently the proposed site is also identified in the 
Weston Villages SPD Consultation Draft which was open for comments 
from 1 September to 12 October 2011.  
 

Scheme Justification:  
 
Parking management and enforcement is currently spread across a range 
of providers/agencies in Weston.  The increasing visitor numbers, 
particularly during the summer season and at events has increased 
pressure on current parking provision and added to congestion in the town 
centre. Off-street parking provision operates at or near capacity during the 
busy summer months. No new sites for additional parking have been 
identified in or around the town centre.  
 
Consideration is being given to how the parking resource should be 
managed in terms of achieving benefits to day trippers, shoppers and 
businesses. The P&R proposal is considered an important part of the 
parking infrastructure for Weston as the town grows and becomes a more 
popular destination for leisure and special events. It will enable the 
sustainable growth of the town and could be crucial in helping to facilitate 
the employment lead growth aspirations. 
 
Park and Ride is an important part of the Joint Local Transport Plan (LTP3). 
Transferring the occupants of up to fifty cars into one bus frees up a large 
amount of road space. The JLTP3 also proposes a proportionate reduction 
in appropriate locations of public long stay parking in off-street car parks 
and on-street parking. Long stay commuters and other users will be 
encouraged to use alternative modes such as the bus or Park and Ride. 
 
A number of sites have previously been considered for P&R in W-s-M and 
the findings can be viewed in a report that was produced by consultants, 
Halcrow, “Weston-super-Mare Park and Ride Feasibility March 2009”: This 
independent report assessed a range of options but determined that a site 
near the Airport Roundabout is preferred as it would intercept traffic from 
both the A370 and A371 radial routes. 
 
‘An optimum location for a Park and Ride site should be close to a major 
radial approach route to the town and well-signed from that and other main 
approach roads. Safe and easy access and egress to the site should be 
provided, and the site should be outside the congested area of the town.  
The location should be in a position which makes it attractive for drivers to 
divert and change to the bus service, and it helps to be visible from the 
normal route of car drivers.’ 
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