
CS10:   Transportation and Movement   
 

Scheme :  Banwell Bypass 

Scheme Prioritisation within Infrastructure Delivery Plan:  Necessary in 
the longer term 

Cost Estimate:   £25m in 
2010/11 prices for the full 
alignment.  Estimate extrapolated 
from South Bristol Link scheme 
cost estimate.  
 

Funding Source:  
Funding package to be determined  
 
 

Expected Completion Date:  
This is a longer term scheme, with currently no funding status.  The 
expectation is the scheme will be delivered between 2021 and 2026. 
 

Scheme Description:      
A single carriageway (one traffic lane in each direction) highway as defined 
on inset map 3 of the North Somerset Replacement Local Plan the 
proposed scheme consists of 2 elements. 
 

• The element broadly running east-west from the A368 near 
Towerhead Farm to the A371 near Knightcott. 

• The element running broadly north-south linking the A368 to the 
A371 avoiding Castle Hill and Dark Lane. 

 
Both elements are anticipated to consist of a single carriageway (one traffic 
lane in each direction) with traffic junction connections to existing highways 
at appropriate locations. 
 

Scheme Deliverability:     
 
The Greater Bristol Strategic Transport Study (GBSTS) undertook in 2005 a 
strategic review of all transport proposals in the Greater Bristol area, 
including proposals for Banwell, Churchill and Sandford Bypasses. The 
study concluded; 
 

“The three adjacent communities on the A371, A368 and A38 
experience local congestion which is exacerbated by the restricted 
capacity through the village centres. The study examined the impact 
of a series of bypasses to provide relief to the villages and identified 
that, because the use of bypasses would increase the length of 
journeys, the net impact of the schemes was diminished such that the 
overall Net Present Value was -£2 million with a Benefit Cost Ratio of 
0.96; representing poor value for money. The scheme was therefore 
considered to have local rather than strategic merits and was not 
included in the GBSTS strategy.” 

 
GBSTS then informed the Regional Funding Allocation for the southwest of 
England. Because of its local merits rather than strategic importance, the 



Banwell bypass was not included in the Regional Funding Advice.  Given 
the above and due to considerable reductions in central government 
funding since May 2010, it is unlikely that the Banwell Bypass could attract 
government funding in the current parliamentary period (to 2015).   
Pending the publication of guidance by the DfT on funding for major 
transport schemes for delivery post 2015, there may be opportunities to 
take the scheme forward.  This would need to involve reviewing all the 
potential options for intervention and whether a partial by-pass option would 
have merits.  A partial by-pass east-west that links from the A368 
Towerhead Farm to Wolvershill Road (with narrow sections upgraded) 
would deal with the major traffic issue through the village, at approximately 
half the cost of the full alignment..    
 
Banwell Bypass is included in a list of potential longer term schemes in the 
3rd Joint Local Transport Plan (2011-2026); 11.9; page 131. Both elements 
of the by-pass alignment were reserved from development that would 
prejudice their construction in the North Somerset Replacement Local Plan. 
 
Consultation: 
Extensive public consultation was conducted as part of the Banwell Area 
Transport Study (2000). During the study three public consultation sessions 
were held. The first of the sessions completed in October 2000 gave the 
opportunity for local residents to comment on the traffic and transport 
conditions as they perceived them, and how they felt that the problems 
could or should be solved. The second session presented the preliminary 
scheme elements developed from initial analysis of the survey data and 
traffic model and the comments and suggestions put forward at the first 
consultation session. The third and final round of consultation for this part of 
the study presented the analysis of the options selected for full assessment. 
Overall public consultation indicated traffic volume was the main concern, 
but that the consequences of the volume in terms of speed, pollution, 
environmental protection and pedestrian safety were all of major concern 
and there was support for a Bypass. 
 
In 2005 the Greater Bristol Strategic Transport Study (GBSTS), initiated 
consultation with Key Stakeholder Advisory Group (KSAG) on the Banwell 
Bypass as part of it’s appraisal and analysis process. 
 

Scheme Justification:  
 
The Scheme Objectives are; 

• To reduce the negative impacts of traffic upon the village; 
o Reduce community severance; 
o Improve local air quality; 
o Increase opportunities to walk and cycle; 

 

• To reduce congestion along the A368 and A371 corridors; 
o  Improve public transport journey time reliability; 
o Improve freight distribution reliability, including improving the 

competitiveness of local businesses; 
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