
CS10:   Transportation and Movement   
 

Scheme :  Airfield Bridge Link Package (ABL)  

Scheme Prioritisation within Infrastructure Delivery Plan:  Phase 1 is 
critical, phase 2 is desirable 

Cost Estimate:   
Phase 1: £3m 
Phase 2: £24.219m 

Funding Source: Phase 1 CIL 
Phase 2 CIL + Major scheme bid 

Expected Completion Date: Phase 1: 2016-2021   Phase 2: 2021-2026 

Scheme Description:      
 
A phased, package approach to deliver a bridge and associated bus, cycle 
and pedestrian improvements to overcome severance and support the 
urban villages regeneration. 
 
The Airfield Bridge Link (ABL) was formerly part of the Weston Package 
major scheme bid. The scheme was heavily reliant on developer 
contributions and had to be removed from the bid due to the impact of the 
recession which threatened the ability of the bid to meet DfT timescales. 
 
The need remains for a bridge to overcome severance and support the 
proposed Weston new villages and so a phased package approach is now 
seen as the most appropriate route to overcome deliverability issues.  
 
Phase 1 entails:  

• Cycle and pedestrian bridge over railway linking the Airfield 
Development with Marchfields Way roundabout.  

• Significant improvements to the cycle and pedestrian routes between 
the Airfield Bridge Link (ABL) and the town centre, railway station 
and sea front, including raising the parapets on Hildesheim Bridge 
(cycle & ped Link H).  

 
Phase 2 entails:  

• New all-purpose highway and bridge linking the Cross Airfield Link 
and Winterstoke Road via the Avoncrest redevelopment site. The 
main 0.75km section of the Airfield Bridge Link across the railway is 
a 7.3m single carriageway with 3.0m foot and cycle ways on both 
sides.  At the northern end, the road is widened to provide space for 
additional lanes and signal junctions. 

 
The scheme plan below shows the alignment options for Phase 2 all-traffic 
bridge, option 1 is the preferred alignment. 
 
 



Scheme Deliverability:     
 
A route options and geotechnical constraints report was produced in 2008 
to provide a comparison of the geotechnical and other development risks 
together with estimated construction costs. Outline designs were 
subsequently produced for the preferred option in 2009 and cost estimates 
refined and independently verified. 
 
Funding for phase 1 will be through the CIL and phase 2 to be sought from 
a combination of CIL and major scheme funding bid. 
 
Consultation:  In September 2008 all residents were invited to comment 
on the proposals for an all traffic bridge alongside the other schemes taken 
forward in the Weston Package. No negative comments were received 
about the all-purpose bridge. 
 
 

Scheme Justification:  
The scheme plan shows that the main railway line is a barrier to movement 
between the existing town and the regeneration area.  The Airfield Bridge 
Link is the key to overcoming this barrier by providing a new route between 
the Airfield, the wider regeneration area and the town centre.  Without this 
link, users would have to use more circuitous routes via Winterstoke Road 
or the A371/A370 Herluin Way, on which congestion would increase from 
already high levels.  The bridge would improve the effectiveness of the 
proposed new bus service between the town and the regeneration sites by 
avoiding the existing, longer and congested routes and providing a very 
direct route towards the town centre. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Airfield Bridge Link Scheme Plan (Option 1 is the preferred alignment) 

 


