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North Somerset Council 
Core Strategy Examination 
 
Position Statement: Issue 3d 
 
Weston Villages developments as the main strategic provision of the Core 
Strategy, including by comparison with the draft RS provision for an urban 
extension SE of Weston 
 
1. The Council’s position in respect of the role of Weston is set out in the 

response to the Inspector’s Initial Note (ED/03) (paras. 73 to 84 and 112 to 
114).  It should be noted that the Weston Travel to Work Area (TTWA) 
referred to in the draft RSS (RD/02) (and in para. 78 of the Initial Note) no 
longer exists, having been combined with the Bristol TTWA. 

 
2. The Consultation Draft Weston Villages SPD (ED/10) sets out the current 

approach to the development.  Consultation closed on 12 October 2011 and a 
report on the responses is expected to be submitted to the Council’s 
Executive in the New Year. 

 
3. The draft RSS proposed 9,000 dwellings for the Weston urban extension. 

More detailed work on the proposal by Broadway Malyan (LD/20-LD/23) and 
through the Weston Villages SPD process had led to the following key 
differences between the current proposal and the draft RSS:  

 
(i) Detailed work had refined the developable area of the development.  In 
particular, the constraints imposed by the functional flood plain and 
safeguarding corridors for helicopters together had a major impact on the 
quantum of developable land available; 

 
(ii) The draft RSS proposed a density of 50 dwellings/ha – the reduced 
amount of land available would mean that in order to accommodate 9,000 
dwellings, the density would need to be increased even above this already 
high level.  The Council also considered that an ‘urban extension’ density 
was inappropriate for the location of the development and the form of 
development envisaged; 

 
(iii) The Council and local communities supported a form of development 
which was based on the principles of place making and community 
building and better reflected local objectives in terms of its design and 
character, and to avoid what were seen as the mistakes of the past in 
terms of higher density soulless suburban development; 

 
(iv) Broadway Malyan (LD/22) had advised that 9,000 dwellings was 
undeliverable over the plan period, and the economic situation has 
worsened since; 
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(v) The objective of employment-led development and a better balance 
between jobs and housing was unlikely to be addressed by the draft RSS 
proposal which proposed an imbalance of 10,000 jobs and 12,000 houses 
in the Weston urban area; 

 
(vi) Taking account of the development constraints and policy objectives 
the housing capacity equates to around 5,500 dwellings – this is a figure 
which is both deliverable and has the opportunity to create sustainable, 
well-balanced communities. 

 
4. The Council is clear that new development at Weston must be confined to 

land to the west of the M5.  In this respect it supports the draft RSS approach.  
The motorway forms a strong physical and psychological boundary to 
Weston, and development to the east would be difficult to integrate in a 
sustainable way, and at the same time would intrude into open countryside.  
Development to the west would support the regeneration objectives, would be 
better integrated into the town, reinforce the role of the town centre and be 
focused on previously developed land. 


