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MLN: My name is Malcolm Nicholson and | am Monitoring Officer of North Somerset
Council. As | advised you | will be recording this interview. Could you confirm for
the record that you consent to this?

Mr. Griffin: | do.

MLN: Thank you. For the benefit of the tape it is the 20th March 2009, for the record
this is an interview with Councillor Richard Griffin, respondent in case no. 7/2008
regarding allegations about his conduct. | am conducting this interview under the
powers given to the Monitoring Officer by the Local Government Act 2000 and
Standards Committee England Regulations 2008. Before the investigation is
completed, Councillor Griffin you and the complainant, Mr. Jones, wili be sent a draft
of the report to enable you and him to make any representations you consider
necessary. You will also be sent a draft report. Having considered comments on the
draft report | will then issue my final report. Part, or all, of the transcript of this
interview may be included in the draft and final report. If the case is considered at a
hearing, the transcript of this interview is likely to be submitted as evidence and you
may be asked to attend. If you provide me with information of a sensitive or private
nature | will ask the Standards Committee to keep this information confidential. This
is however their decision and they may disagree with my recommendation and
decide to make the information public. Please treat any information provided to you
during the course of this investigation as confidential. There are statutory restrictions
on the disclosure of information covered by Section 63 of the Local Government Act
2000 and disclosure of information contrary to this is a criminal offence in certain
circumstances.

MLN: Do you have any questions about what | have said?

Mr. Griffin:  No.

MLN: If at any stage you feel you would like a break piease say so and we will

adjourn the interview for a short period. The interview should take approximately 45
_minutes, however, this may change. | will offer you a break if it goes on beyond that.

So you are Councillor Richard Griffin? :

Mr. Griffin:  ( am.

MLN: And you are a member of Banwell Parish Council?

Mr. Griffin.  Yes.

MLN: When did you first become a member of Banwell Parish Council please?

Mr. Griffin:  January 08.

MLN: And were you elected or co-opted?

Mr. Griffin:.  Co-opted.
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MLN: Ok. And | believe you serve on and are Chairman of the Youth and Children
Committee and the Communications Committee.

Mr. Griffin: | am, yes, both separate committees.
' MLN: And you are also a member of.the Finance Committee?
Mr. Griffin: By default from being a Chairman, yes. |

MLN: Thank you. Now you'll have received a copy of the complaint made agalnst
by Mr. Jones.

Mr. Griffin:  Yes.

MLN: And in that complaint then you will be aware that there is an allegation around
" an application that you allegedly made to the Charity Commission to spend the
permanent endowment of the charity for the recreation ground.

Mr. Griffin:  Yes.

MLN: And allegedly this was without the proper authority of the Trustees bringing
the Council into disrepute so can you tell me first of ali whether you did sign the
application to the Charity Commission.

Mr. Griffin: | did sign that application.

MLN: And was that done without the authority of the Trustees or what was the
background to your signing that application, let's make it a more general question.

Mr. Griffin:  Ok. The previous clerk never actually advised the Council that Trustees
had to have a separate meeting away from the parish council; hence, everything to
do with the recreation ground was actually done at main parish meetings. On the -
31st March 08 minute 5116 it is recorded there where | asked for the £75,000 which
is held in the Charity Fund to actually be released. I'd explained to the council what
it meant, all the Trustees who we since found were on the actual Trustees role on
the Charity Commission website were present at this meeting so they were there and
were heard what was said. Councillor Hayden proposed the £75,000 to be released
and Councillor Rosier approved it to be released.

MLN: So it was approved at a meeting of the Banwell Parish Council in March.
Mr. Griffin:  Yes, 31st March.

MLN: It wasn’t looking at the document you're submitting a meeting of the Trustees
as such.

Mr. Griffin:  No because we were never actually advised we had to have it |
separately.

MLN: So when did you first discover that the Trustees should meet separately.
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Mr. Griffin: | believe it was round about October time, | believe our Acting Finance
Officer found this out, Mrs. Nina Flint, which then Mr. Jones he actually reported
back to the Council that we should hold separate meetings and immediately we put
that in place

MLN: Now on the face of the document you signed it in August. Is that correct?

Mr. Griffin: Thét’s correct.

MLN: So y-ou actually signed it on the authority you're saying of a meeting frdm
March and before Mr. Jones became Parish Clerk. '

Mr. Griffin:  Yes. It was signed at that date because the money was released in
March to be put towards the recreation ground but before the Charity Commission
would accept the actual signed paperwork we had to put in staged planning because
we didn't have enough money to physically fund the whole development so | spoke
to North Somerset Council because the previous clerk wanted me, it was delegated
down to the Children and Youth Committee in April | believe it was and there is a
minute to that effect that the Children and Youth Committee wouid take on the whole
recreation ground project and report back every two weeks. So | spoke to North
Somerset Council, Councillor Elsey at the time came in and spoke to planning which
we then agreed we could go in to do funded, sorry, phased development which was
the first phased development with the amount of money we'd raised so far because
myself personally had written letters to 30 odd different charity groups etc. and |
raised in the region of twelve, twelve and a half thousand pound to go towards the
project from charitable sources and with a bit larger donation North Somerset
Council Housing of ten thousand pound so we could only spend that set money on
the project so we divided this into the actual phases; we submitted in August the
actual phased development which then the former signed and sent to us the money
to be released after we'd agreed the finances on it.

MLN: Have ybu had any discussions with the Charity Commission about it or
problems from the Charity Commission?

Mr. Griffin:  I've had no indication from the Charity Commission they've had any
problems with this. In fact there were happy because they like to see to things done
with their money rather than just sit stagnating in bank accounts.

MLN: Now about the 20th September, Mr. Jones is saying he discovered this
application, confronted you about it and the allegation is that initially you denied any
knowledge of signing the form, but then admitted it when he threatened you with the
police. Could you comment on that please?

Mr. Griffin:  To me that's not a very correct statement. Mr. Jones was made aware
that we'd actually asked the Charity Commission to release the money on a meeting
myself and Councillor Green had had as we had both, myself and Councillor Green,
are joint Chairs of the Children and Youth Committee so we had a meeting when Mr.
Jones really first joined the Council, it being the first couple of days of September,
and passed over a document which | will submit which explained what the Children
and Youth Committee were doing and the Communications Committee were doing
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and para 3 on there does say Charity Commission we have asked for approval to
spend the money. I've had dealings with Shirley Banks felephone number, a very
helpful lady but we don’t have the approval from them.

MLN: So for the record then that is a document headed just to give you a heads up
here are the following items we have in progress and then a little lower down there’s
the heading Recreation Ground.

Mr. Griffin:  That's right, just to get Mr. Jones up to speed so he could start working
with us to progress Children and Youth and Communications matters.

MLN: And that refers to asking for approval from the Charity Commission
Mr. Griffin:  Yes.
MLN: to send the money. Alright, thank you.

Mr. Griffin:  Shall | explain Mr. Jones actually phoned me on that date, he gave a
very woolly description of a document he was actually referring to so | personally
didn’t understand what he was actually asking. He then didn’t confront me himself
which is what that says, he actually gave a copy of the document to Councillor Green’
who then came round to me and said we signed this because once we saw the

actual document we actually knew what it was. | recall no mention of the police

being mentioned. :

MLN: So you don't recall admitting that it was your signature because you were
threatened with the police.

Mr. Griffin:  No. No, as soon as | saw the document it was my signaturé.

MLN: And what you're saying to me fundamenfally is that it had been authorised by
a parish council meeting so far as you were aware.

Mr. Griffin:  Yes. Yes.

MLN: Ok. Thank you | think that covers that issue unless there is anything else you
desperately want to say about it.

Mr. Grifiin:  No. |am happy with my statement.

MLN: In which case I'll move onto the question of your general conduct towards Mr.
Jones and the allegation that you failed to show respect to him and/or builied him
through a course of conduct. | have asked him specific issues which I'll put before
you. The first one is about the frequency and timing of emails which were he says
often sent to him in the evening and throughout the weekend and were challenging
him on some minor points. What you would like to tell me about that.

Mr. Griffin: My profession means that t actually spend a lot of time away during the -
day. |leave 7 o’clock’ish and most nights 'm not in until between 6 and 8 o’clock at

night.
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MLN: And what’s your profession?
Mr. Gri_fﬁn: I'm a professional project manager for B&S Nuclear Services.

MLN: Thank you.

Mr. Griffin: 1 travel back and forth the country with my work. | don’t have with my-
job, 1 am not allowed internet access to my web service provider and hence | cannot
send emails during work during normal working hours. | do send my emails during
the evening and at weekends when | have time to balance between my family life
and parish council life which you do have to. : '

MLN: How many emails would you send him on an average evening?

Mr. Griffin: Because my normal, | would send normally a bulk in one go, | could
send up to five or six emails in one night but | would only put one subject per email
just to make it easier for the clerk to actually distinguish between what | was asking.

MLN: So that would be a maximum five or six generally.

Mr. Griffin: It could have been more depending what emails I've had from the clerk
in that period before coz then I'd be able to answer his email separately. | wouldn’t
bulk sort of answer the emails in one go. In one email | would reply to them
individually so that there was an audit frail hence if it was ever needed.

- MLN: And were the emails challenging .to him, were they criticising him as a clerk?

Mr. Griffin: Never ever criticised Mr. Jones as a Clerk. | have also offered to work
with him as much as { can. | believe we could have worked together and we would
have made this very successful everything together. . ' '

"MLN: So what Would be the subject matter of the emails?

Mr. Griffin: Generally stuff to do with Children and Youth or Communications of
whatever was relevant to Mr. Jones had asked in an email to myself, or what was
brought up on the next agenda. . .

MLN: Ok. I'd like to turn to the question of intercepting emails because Mr. Jones
makes an allegation that in November he became aware that you were intercepting
and reading emails to him and specifically one from Councillor Shipton relating to the
recreation ground project. ‘

Mr. Griffin: | am the domain manager for Banwell Parish Council for
banwellparishcouncil.co.uk. We hold a web forwarding service. This is not a pop 3
box so no emails are held by www.123reg.com. All the emails are directly forwarded
to a name at banwellparishcouncil.co.uk. | say again it's not a pop 3 address so
there is no box ...

MLN; That's significant is that because | don’t really understand it.

T:\Docs\Jane\MALCOLM\Statement.doc




Docune~kls \3

Mr. Griffin:  Itis very significant, there is no inbox. They are directly forwarded it's
a forwarding service only.

MLN: Ok. And you are happy that I'll ask the IT people here.

Mr. Griffin: I'm very happy that they should be able to confirm it. The only time an
email will come to myself will be if it is miscorrectly spelt, if there's been too much
traffic and it could push it to me, many scenarios that could make actually as domain
administrator which we do ask it to do forward mail sent to unknown users to the
email below, emails to be forwarded to the email entered below if user's not listed
above, please enter the destination email address which is myself
Richard@banwellparishcouncil.co.uk. | believe that's how it ended up with me. The
reason | replied to it was because there was a minute which | can't recall off my head
which states all communications to do with the recreation ground project must go
through myself. This was something the clerk had been working on outside anything
| knew about. As far as | was aware | was doing all the plans and updates to the
plans because | had a range of designers at my hand that could actually do the job
professionally.

MLN: So this is acfually a minute of a parish council or a committee meeting?

Mr. Griffin:  There is a minute of a main parish council meeting where Mr. Jones
actually asked me to be the project manager for the recreation ground and he
actually said he wanted all communications to go through myself to make sure that
the project was running smoothly.

MLN: Ok. Well if you could supply that to me after the interview if you can’t find it
now that would be helpful,

Mr. Griffin:  Yes.

MLN: Thank you.

Mr. Griffin:  Once | had actually had a phone call sayihg how did you reply to that, it
was the Chairman who phoned me and said that, | explained to him how this works.
He said he would explain it to Mr. Jones. The clerk tried to, sorry, the Chairman tried

to explain it Mr. Jones, the Vice-Chairman tried to explain it to Mr. Jones, he was
having known of it.

MLN: s that Councillor Daws?

Mr. Griffin: C.ouncillor Daws.

MLN: Thank you.

Mr. Griffin:  The Chalfman then phoned me and said please could | speak to Mr.
Jones and ask him, sorry to explain to him. [ phoned up Mr. Jones, he said | don’t

want to talk to you, put the phone down on me so | thought I'd try him again. | tried
him again, | had his wife on the phone who shouted at me down the phone and said
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“please don't call my number again, if you do I'll cali the policé” and | was actually
calling the Banwell Parish Council telephone number which | did think was wrong
really being told that on a parish council telephone line.

MLN: What time of day were you calling?

Mr. Griffin:  Early morning, before 11 o'clock.

MLN: So you say early morning but it was actually between the normal office hours.
Mr. Griffin:  Normal office hours, after half nine before eleven.

MLN: So you're saying there were only two calls and |

Mr. Griffin:  Three tops, it was last year, | can't really remembe‘r, it was definitely
three tops.’ '

MLN: Were you trying to intimidate Mr. Jones?

Mr. Griffin:  Definitely not, | was trying to give him the explanation as | was asked
. by the Chairman. :

MLN: Ok but Mrs. Jones threatened you with the police.

Mr. Griffin: ~ Mrs. Jones threatened me with the police, she was very rude to me
down the phone. :

MLN: Right, thank you. 1think that probably covers the issue unless there is
anything efse you want to explain about.

Mr. Griffin: -~ No, I'm more than happy with what I've said.

MLN: Mr. Jones then is also making allegations which | will now turn to that at
meetings of the Council you subject him to and I'm quoting now “a barrage of
sometimes ill-informed questions and treated with a lack of any respect”. Could you
comment on that please. '

Mr. Griffin: | don’t believe | have really. | don't get angry, there’s no need to get
angry.

MLN: What sort of questions were you asking, or what subject?

Mr. Griffin:  I'd be asking questions on anything on the agenda that | didn't fully
understand. As a parish councillor | believe you can make a firm decision on
anything you should know what you're gonna be making that decision about. If you
didn’t you would probably be wrong and voting with or against it if you didn’t know
what the matter was.

MLN: Well, that's true as long as you're not being threatening or.
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Mr. Griffin.  No, no. It would be questions to make sure my understanding was
correct of the matter that we were discussing. '

MLN: So can you say, | realise it's a very general question cdvering a number of
questions, but what would be the maximum number of questions you might ask on a
particular agenda item?

Mr. Griffin:  If it was something | didn’t understand a couple would normally bring
me up to speed with what we'd be in discussion.

MLN: ‘And through a meeting then there could be quite a number of questions.

'Mr. Griffin: It could be but | must say there are not many councillors on our parish
council that do ask questions. '

MLN: P've heard that from other witnesses actually.

Mr. Griffin:.  So | feel maybe they want to ask questions but they don't because of
things | don’t want to discuss.

" MLN: And did Mr. Jones answér the questions to your satisfaction.
Mr. Griffin.  Sometimes no and | might show my objections to it by putting my
hands down again like that, just under my breath, but | would never say anything
against Mr. Jones to cause him discomfort.
MLN: Did you lose your temper with Mr. Jones and shout at him?
Mr. Griffin: | don't lose my temper.
MLN: Did you question his competencé or his integrity?
Mr. Griffin:  No.
MLN: Did you raise your voice and shout?
Mr. Griffin;  {'ve never shouted, | might of because my size it's hard to tape, you
can't see my size. I'm military background, my voice does come across loud and

we're in a small hall so maybe somebody, well there's nobody else talking, my voice .
would come across loud to somebody.

MLN: Were you intending to shout at him?
Mr. Griffin:  No, | don't shout.

MLN: | have to ask you this, you'll understand, did you swear or use foul language
on any occasions?

Mr. Griffin:  No, not Mr. Jones, never.
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MLN: Did you shake your fist, or point, or..?

. Mr. Griffin:  No, that's aggressive act, and ..

MLN: So nothing aggréssive at all about the question.

Mr. Griffin:  Nothing aggressive.

MLN: But you agree it was perhaps persistent sometimes?

Mr. Griffin: 1 wouldn't say persistent, | would say | was trying to build a knowledge
base to make your decision viable for the parishioners of Banwell. You don't want to
- make bad decisions for people. :

MLN: Ok. So it was on subject matter which was on the agenda.

Mr. Griffin: 1 would only ask things on subject matters on the agenda, you
shouldn’t really deviate off the agenda.

MLN: Ok. So you don’t consider that you bullied or intimidated?
Mr. Griffin:  I've never bullied or intimidated Mr. Jones.

MLN: So you don’t consider that you've bullied or intimated ...
Mr. Griffin:  I've never bullied or intimidated Mr. Jones.

MLN: Or failed to show respect.

Mr. Griffin:  Or failed to show respect. In fact | would Mr. Jones at one point has
failed to show me respect when he left the meeting after he disagreed with some
questions | was asking about some inaccuracies on the report from the internal
auditors. For one example, they said that we'd raised £15,000 from the sale of
Emerson Terrace and it was to buy a plot of land for a new cemetery. It was
amongst other points | picked up on the internal auditors’ report and because | was
asking them to be corrected before it got submitted to external auditors, Mr. Jones
didn’t like my questioning on the inaccuracies on this report. He stood up, said he'd
enough of this, said more comments as he left the room about me personally, then
when he came back in he said that.as he picked up his stuff and walked out, it woulid
make his ife a lot easier if | resigned off the Council as he walked out the door. And

tome ..
MLN: How did you feel about that?

Mr. Griffin: | was disheartened that he said it in a public place but | never made
anything of it at the time. ! did speak a couple of days later to the Chairman and
verbally put a complaint in against Mr. Jones. Mr. Jones was told of this. He said he
was going to complain to the Standards Board about my behaviour as he called it.
The Chairman spoke to him and the Vice-Chairman spoke to him and agreed from
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my knowledge that | got feedback from that Mr. Jones said right he wouldn't put a
complaint into me, this was after the 16th November, 16th December meeting.

" MLN: Yes, you're talking about just to be clear a meeting of the Finance Committee
held on the 16th December 2008..

‘Mr. Griffin;  That's correct.

MLN: 16th December 2008 at Banwell Village Hall.

Mr. Griffin:  That's correct. |

MLN: And I'm showing you the minutes of that meeting.
Mr. Grifﬁn:. That's correct.

MLN: The minutes record just to be clear for the fape that the deputy clerk left the
meeting at 7.55 after some discussion about a draft auditors’ report.

Mr. Griffin;  That's right. He didn’t actually say he was going put me up to the
Standards Board at that meeting. [ think there’s a correction to that meeting, you'll
‘see on the minutes after that. He said it afterwards, after the meeting to someone
else. After the meeting, the day after the meeting, and I'd put my complaint in he’d
actually agreed with the Chairman he would put a complaint into the Standards
Board, he would sit down in a room with a gentlemanly manner and speak to myself,
the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman and get over any problems we had. | then said
to the Chairman | withdraw my complaint then because | was just about to start
putting it to writing and | now withdraw my complaint now and discuss it like
gentiemen around a table like we should have done. Next thing after Christmas |
received a letter from Mr. Jones saying that I’d been reported to the Standards Board
and then the next day | put my complaint back into the Chairman.

MLN: Ok. There is a specific complaint in the complaint document which you've
had alleging that the suggestion has been made at meetings of the council and to
the Chairman that some of your Mr. Jones’ actions were intended to frustrate the
process of the refurbishment of the recreation field. Did you make the suggestion
that he was deliberating frustrating the progress of the project? '

Mr. Griffin:  Definitely not to the Chairman. | haven't made one during a meeting
except for one event which I think happened in November time when were sat in the
main hall of the village hall. It was during a main parish council meeting, | asked
because of some of the inaccuracies on the report from the internal auditors if | could
personally speak to the internal auditors. | then asked the clerk if | could speak to '
the internal auditors and it was to be minuted that | could, he then explained to the
Council that it would be detrimental to anything he was doing if | spoke to the internal
auditors and he asked the council then to pass a resolution fo stop anybody but
himself speaking to the internal auditors.

MLN: So he actually tried to stop you speaklng to the auditors, or tried to stop all

councallors
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Mr. Griffin:  He tried, his resolution was to stop anybody except for himself.
MLN: Did the council pass that resolution?

- Mr. Griffin: It passed onlyjust in favour of Mr. Jones.
MLN: But you felt thére wasn't right.

Mr. Griffin: | thought it wasn't right and | asked that it be minuted that this decision
would be detrimental to the future of the recreation ground prOJect and | believe
that's what the minutes do say.

MLN: So that's what that reference says.
Mr. Griffin:  To me, that's what that reference is.

MLN: So did on any other occasion yéu accuse him of deliberately frustrating the
project?

Mr. Griffin:  No, that was the only time and | asked that to be mlnuted s0 it was
clear what | thought. .

MLN: So it was on that specific issue only?
Mr. Griffin:  Yes, yes.
MLN: About the auditors.

Mr. Griffin: It was about the auditors and Mr. Jones then asking the council to stop
anybody speaking to them except for himself.

MLN: Ok, thank you for that. Mr. Jones has given me a document which he said
was something that you'd given to Nigel Green, the Chairman of the Parish Council,
asking a number of questions which you claim looking at the document the deputy
clerk will not answer some very simple questions. You're then asking them of the
Chairman. Is that typical of the sort of comments or questions you wouid put in &
parish council meeting?

MLN: If ydu want a moment to look at it.

Mr. Griffin:  Yea, ok. Yes this is a letter 1 did sent because I'd actually spoken to
the Chairman on the phone the night before when | received the email back from Mr.
Jones when he wouldn't actually say the tenders are out, aren’t out, because I'd
been voted to be the project manager for the recreation ground and it was minuted
that 'm to be project manager for the recreation ground, | have to give a report to the
council every two weeks. ! don't like to inaccurate reports, | like to give them full to
make their meaningful reports ..

MLN: Yes.

1
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- Mr. Griffin:  So | need to know for these reports where the clerk is because his role
on this was to sort out the admin and | asked questions are the tenders sent out and
| would get no straight answer. In fact, | didn't get an answer to that one so | spoke
to Nigel on the subject, who's the Chairman, sorry, and | said did you want me to
drop something through your letterbox. | wrote that out, dropped it through the
letterbox because | leave for work before the Chairman does, so that this was to
Nigel and | believe he went around and spoke to the Chairman and it was just a
letter, not even a letter it was notes from my email, that's why it's printed out rather
than handwritten so that the Chairman knew actually what | was trying to ask and
what | was trying to get so | could actually make my report so it was meaningful to
the Council.

- MLN: Ok. ! mean the subject matter is clearly mostly about parish council business.
Mr. Griffin;  Itis, yes.

MLN: But the reference to being -st'opped talking to the auditors which is what you
were just telling me ... .

Mr. Griffin:  Yep.

MLN: previously, there is a reference at the bottom to your questioning what is so
secretive about anything we do as a parish council.

Mr. Griffin;  Yes, | did ask as a parish council we shouldn't have secrets.
Everything we do should be in the public domain and anybody whether they're
councillors, parishioners, should be able to see everything we are doing. We should
be crystal clear so there is no problems. There is nobody questioning if we're doing
anything wrong and when | enrolled as a parish councillor | have always believed we
should tell everybody what we're doing, never do anything behind closed doors, it's
out in the public and then people know that there’s nothing going wrong they can
have confidence in us. .

MLN: So'you’re comment about being secretive was prompted by the issue of Mr.
Jones not wanting you to speak to the auditors.

Mr. Griffin;  Speak to the auditors which is, as | have said, that | did find out since
that | was allowed to speak to the auditors and because | don't want to cause any
confrontation in the council, | said to the Chairman I'll leave it at that but that is for
you to have a look out, that we should not be stopped to speak to the auditors. it's a
legal right that anybody, parishioner, councillor, can speak to the auditors.

MLN: Ok. Thank you. Well that would be legally correct, yes. Is there anything
~ else you want to tell me about your relationship with Mr. Jones or the way you've
behaved towards Mr. Jones?

Mr. Griffin:  I've also wished one hundred per cent to work with Mr. Jones on atl
matters, when he needed help because at the beginning when he first took the role
of deputy clerk he was constantly phoning me up asking me. He would phone the
house three or four times a day knowing | wasn’t in and my wife would answer the

12
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phone and have to take messages for me. | would then plonk an email back to him
because | don’t phone people after 8 o 'clock | suppose at nlght | don'’t think it's right
that people should get bothered after that time.

MLN: Ok. You appreciate that | don't have jurisdiction to investigate a complamt
against the parish clerk, that would be an employment matter.

Mr. Griffin:  No, yep.

MLN: But anything which is relevant ..

Mr. Griffin:  Sorry.

MLN: To his allegation that you Were bullying him or failing to show respect.

Mr. Griffin:  Oh, sorry, no, no, no I don't. As I say | worked with the clerk as much
as | could and | would reply to him with truthful, honest answers to make sure hIS job

was a lot easier but I'm afraid it wasn’t reciprocated back my way.

MLN: Ok, thank you. Well | think that covers everythlng unless there’s anything else
you want to say.

Mr. Griffin: ~ No
MLN: Well in which case I'll turn the tape off in a moment, you can take away one
copy of the tape if you wish and you will be sent a transcript of this interview to check

for accuracy although hopefully it should be verbatim and | should be grateful if you
would respond fairly quickly to that so that we can move this along.

~ Mr. Griffin:  OKk.
MLN: Alright. Councillor Griffin, thank you very much. |
Mr. Griffin:  You're welcome.

MLN: I'm now stopping the tape.

13
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