The Life of Jesus

	Key Stage 1  Unit 9
	  Year R  
	 8 sessions of 1 hour 
	 KS1 unit 9

	ABOUT THIS UNIT

This unit explores how people’s values and commitments might be demonstrated in the lives of religious believers.


	KS1 unit 9

	WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN

This unit is designed for Reception – Spring term.  It connects with units 3 and 6 in dealing with aspects of people’s values and commitments and with units 2 and 4 in dealing with religious practices and lifestyles.


	

	FEATURED FAITH(S)
	FOCUS AREAS OF ENQUIRY


	

	 Buddhism
	
	AT 1 Learning ABOUT Religions
	AT2 Learning FROM Religion
	

	 Christianity
	(
	A  Beliefs about the spiritual
	
	D  Human identity, personality 
	
	

	 Hinduism
	
	    dimensions of life
	
	    and experience 
	
	

	 Islam
	
	B  Religious practices &
	(
	E  The world in which we live 
	
	

	 Judaism
	
	     lifestyles
	
	    
	
	

	 Sikhism
	
	C  Expressing religious beliefs,
	
	F  People’s values and 
	(
	

	 
	
	     ideas and feelings
	
	    commitments 
	
	

	RESOURCES

· Photos of Christmas events/ role-play

· Paper for class book The Life of Jesus

· Bibles – range of children's’ bible stories

· Videos

· Simple piece of fabric/felt/paper/wool for finger puppets

· Christian visitor to speak – e.g. vicar


	

	PROGRAMME OF STUDY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

a)    Identify people who have helped or guided them in their lives.

b)    Listen to and discuss stories about the Life of Jesus: his birth, his disciples and friends, some of his parables, 

       miracles.

c)    Discuss some aspects of Jesus’ teaching which guide people in their lives, eg love your neighbour or teaching

       on forgiveness.


	

	OBJECTIVES FOR LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT

B1   Recognise selected features of Jesus' life.

B2   Demonstrate factual knowledge of Jesus’ life from birth to adulthood.

F1   Identify who is of value and concern to themselves and give a reason.

F2   Identify who is of value to others and suggest why Jesus might have an influence on Christians’ lives.
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	OBJECTIVES & KEY QUESTIONS


	TEACHING ACTIVITIES (Learning Opportunities in brackets)

	Recognise features from the Nativity.

Demonstrate factual knowledge of Jesus’ birth.

Do you remember who Jesus was? Who were his parents? Where was he born?

Do you remember what we did at school to remember his birth?

--------------------------------------------------------------

Recognise that Jesus was a baby and grew up to be a man.

What sort of things happen as you grow up?

What sort of things do you think happened to Jesus as he grew up?

--------------------------------------------------------------Recognise that Jesus had friends.

Identify who is of value and concern to themselves.

Who are your friends?

--------------------------------------------------------------Demonstrate factual knowledge of Jesus’ life.

Recognise that Jesus told stories to make people think.
Do you like stories?  Why?

Why do you think Jesus told stories?  Who listened to his stories?
--------------------------------------------------------------
Who is your teacher?
Who did Jesus talk to?

Was he important and to whom?

--------------------------------------------------------------Identify who is of value and concern to themselves.  

Who is important in your life? Who helps you to know what to do?

--------------------------------------------------------------Suggest why Jesus might be important to others.

Who is of value and concern to others?

--------------------------------------------------------------Demonstrate  factual knowledge of Jesus’ life.

What have you learnt about Jesus, others and yourself?


	1.  Recall Christmas – Look at photos of role play area which we made in the stable/cave last term.  

Discuss events surrounding Jesus’ birth and remind children of detail and link to Christian celebration of Christmas.

Children to draw events of Jesus’ birth as they remember them.   (9b)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.  Talk about growing up and the things that happen or might happen to Jesus.

Listen to stories related to Jesus’ childhood:  

Jesus getting lost/ in the Temple – Luke 2, v 39 - 5 

Relate to children’s own experiences, eg getting lost in shopping centre and draw pictures for class book.    (9b)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------3.  Continue to listen to range of stories of Jesus’ life:

Baptism – Matthew 3, v 13 – 17.

Jesus’ friends – Mark 3, v 13-19.  (9b)

Discuss importance of friends.  Draw pictures for book.  (9a)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------4.  Listen to and act out stories/key events in Jesus’ life:  

Jesus calms a storm - Mark 4, v 35-41.

The Parable of the lost sheep – Matthew 18, v 10-14.

Make finger puppets to represent characters and act out stories.   (9b)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------5.  Listen to Jesus’ teachings about prayer and loving our neighbour 

Matthew 6, v 5-15 and Matthew 22, v 37-40.

Talk about Jesus as a teacher and how people listen to him.

Draw pictures of Jesus as a teacher for class book.  (9b) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.  Discuss who is important in your life – parent, brother, sister, grandparent.

Discuss how  they  and why they are important.  

Draw these people for class book.   (9a)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------7.  Invite a Christian who listens to Jesus’ words to come and talk to the children and answer questions about how they are guided by Jesus’ words.      

Share the book – Life of Jesus with him/her and talk about who the children are guided by.   If possible, ask a vicar or minister and a lay person to enable the children to have a balanced view.    (9c)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------8.  Review with children what they have learnt about Jesus and each other.




 KS1 unit 9 The Life of Jesus   

	ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES


	POINTS TO NOTE

	Children recognise features of Jesus’ birth in role play photographs by drawing events of Jesus’ birth (B1).

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Children identify who is of value and concern to themselves by talking about their friends and drawing pictures (F1).

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Children demonstrate factual knowledge of Jesus’ life by acting out stories. When they talk about Jesus’ life, they should give at least 3 significant features (B2).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Children identify who is of value and concern to themselves by drawing a person who is important in their own life (F1).

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Children identify what/who might be important to the visitor in discussion after the visit (F2).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


	The sessions went well with children able to talk about the life of Jesus clearly.  

We did not have a Christian to talk and I think this would have been hard to understand.  

We spent quite a long time on who is important in the children’s lives and why/how and what their mums/dads do for them.

Care needs to be taken when teaching about Christmas - be aware of parents' wishes, particularly if you have Jehovah's Witness family members in your class.
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