RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LESSON PLAN - sample
	Key Stage    3
	Year    8
	Class    Mixed ability

	Unit Title    7: Expressions of Belief
	Topic    Good and evil


	Featured religions
	Featured strands of enquiry

	Christianity
	(
	Attainment target 1:

Learning about religions
	Attainment target 2:

Learning from religion

	
	
	A: Beliefs and teachings
	
	D: Identity and experience 
	

	
	
	B: Practices & lifestyles
	
	E: The world in which we live 
	

	
	
	C: Expression and language
	
	F: Values and commitments 
	


	Key questions
	Activities
	Objectives for learning and assessment

	What sort of future do we want?

How can technology help?

How can religion help?

What are the main Christian principles which feature in the Holy Week story?

How are big  ideas best communicated?

What are your hopes for the future?
	Link with previous work on the future: Nostradamus, palmists, fairground fortune tellers, horoscopes. But what sort of future do we hope for? In Star Trek etc technology brings improvements. Brainstorm a list, eg medical, transport, information, replication of food. But they still have problems. 

Look at pictures: Dürer, Martin, Holbein. What problems are featured? Brainstorm list, eg war, greed, unfairness, power-seeking, death.

Religion may help, eg story of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. In pairs, students do matching exercise on Christian virtues: self-sacrifice, hope, forgiveness, obedience, love, justice. Discuss replies.

Design a triptych which illustrates one of your three linked choices. Use some words and some symbolic design. On the back say how (a) words and (b) symbols, can help Christians to lead a better life.

For next time/ homework: 

Using ideas from the paintings etc you have seen, design your own painting / stained glass window/ drawing, to illustrate your own thoughts on one of the Holy Week themes. Give reasons for your choice of medium and say what you think different Christians might like or dislike about your work, with reasons.


	F3
Make simple links between a range of examples of religious expression and the religious beliefs/ideas, feelings which underlie them.

F4
Express beliefs/ideas, feelings using recognised styles of religious expression and describe the meaning of the symbolism used.

F5
Identify and compare some of the ways in which believers express their principal beliefs/ideas and explain how these forms of expression may have an impact on the lives of believers.

F6
Demonstrate a critical awareness of and respect for a believer's expression of religious beliefs/ideas, feelings, and give a coherent account of the beliefs/ideas, feelings underlying forms of expression used by different denominations, groups and traditions.


	Resources and points to note

	Copies/OHTs of paintings: Dürer - The Four Horsemen; Martin - The Great Day of Wrath; Holbein - The Ambassadors.

Matching exercise: Christian Virtues.

Materials for the ‘Triptych’ - paper or card.

Some students need help with matching exercise and reminders of how to use symbols to portray religious meanings, eg use of light & dark, cross shapes, birds, animals, colours etc.


Resource Sheet 1: Christian Virtues Matching Exercise

Match the following episodes from the last days of Jesus’ life, with one of the Christian virtues. Then make a further link to the modern situation which would be best helped if there were more of that virtue around in the world. There are no right and wrong answers, but you should be ready to explain your choice.

	Episode from Jesus’ Life
	Christian Virtue
	Modern situation

	Jesus in Gethsemane. He knew he was going to die. He was afraid, but he prayed to God: ‘Take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet not what I want, but what you want.’ (Mark 14.36)


	JUSTICE
	Many children are resentful when their parents ask them to do something.

	Jesus was arrested and taken to the High Priest. The High Priest asked him, ‘Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed God?’ ‘I am’, answered Jesus, ‘and you will all see the Son of Man seated on the right hand of the Almighty and coming with the clouds of heaven!’ (Mark 14.62) This would be the day when everyone was judged for how they had lived their lives.


	FORGIVENESS
	After the Holocaust of the Second World War, many of those responsible for the ‘Death-camps’ went into hiding and have never been brought to trial.

	Jesus was taken to the Roman Governor, and accused of claiming to be the King of the Jews. Jesus refused to say a word in his own defence. He had decided to go through with what he believed God wanted him to do: to give his life.


	LOVE
	Thousands of people in the world are refugees because of brutal governments and persecution.

	Jesus was whipped, spat upon and beaten. He was taken for crucifixion. On the cross Jesus felt that even God had abandoned him, but he prayed to God, ‘Forgive them, Father! They don’t know what they are doing.’ (Luke 23.34)


	HOPE
	In Northern Ireland many people on both sides have died as a result of terrorist bombs and shootings.

	When Jesus was crucified he was putting into practice the commandment he had given his disciples: ‘Love one another, just as I love you. The greatest love a person can have for his friends is to give his life for them.’ (John 15.12)


	OBEDIENCE
	People did nothing when a gang attacked an old man in a busy shopping centre.

	Jesus died on the cross. The Romans made sure he was dead by spearing him in the side. He was wrapped in cloth and put in a tomb. The tomb was sealed with a large stone. Two days later some women went to the tomb and found it empty. They were given a message that Jesus had risen from the dead. No one believed them except Peter, who immediately ran to the tomb.
	SELF-SACRIFICE
	Every year millions of crimes are committed by people who are ‘crying out for attention’.


