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North Somerset Admissions Forum
DRAFT minutes of meeting of 14th June 2010, Four Oaks, Nailsea
Present

Peter Binding
Geoff Flynn
Justin Templer
Caroline Hostein
Chris Hustwick
Sally Varley
David Gradwell
Jack Dagnall
Lynne Packer

Tess Robinson

Cllr Anne Kemp

Bill McEntee

Vicki Bush


Community Secondary Schools
NSC Education Welfare
Diocese of Clifton
Catholic Primary Schools
NSC Governor Services
NSC Service Manager – Planning and Access
Community SEN
Governor (Secondary)
Assistant SEN Manager
Diocese of Bath & Wells

Local Authority Representative

NSC Admissions Policy Officer

NSC School Organisation

1. Apologies

Terri Knowlton, Julie Fox, Anne-Marie Heath, Graham Silverthorne, Liz Tunnard, Ian Bell, Gillian Quick
2. Minutes of the previous meeting

Agreed, (Item 9-minor amendments)
3. Actions and Matters arising from the minutes
Forum membership – we have advertised in Noticeboard for a Primary Parent Governor without success. Chis Hustwick will advertise in next Governors newsletter. Caroline Glossop is no longer a member of the Admissions Forum. Peter is replacing Trevor.
Should two meetings be missed in a row, without sending apologies, a letter will be sent asking if they are still interested in being on the Forum.
4. Report on all schools set admission arrangements and whether to refer any policies to the School’s Adjudicator

Christ Church and Wraxall have sent in revised policies. Bill has written to Burrington and St Francis. Bill will put changes to LA policies (mainly concerning clarity) forward to the forum when completed. Some concern was expressed over admissions policies for denominational schools but the Chair confirmed that it was legal to discriminate on grounds of religion.
5. In-year Fair Access protocols/Permanent Exclusions and Managed Transfers

It has been found that 2-3 days fixed term exclusion has the most effect. Geoff took the forum through the statistics. North Somerset Council has good relations for negotiated transfers with other Local Authorities.
SCIP is being reviewed due to locality team working; Geoff has a meeting with Terri Knowlton next month to review procedure. Sally has requested that Admission Forum representatives are on the working group, David and Justin volunteered.
6. In-year admissions over Admission Number Report

Bill took the Forum through the spreadsheets showing the figures for the number of In-Year admissions agreed over Admission Levels in 2009-10 which were similar to the previous year. 
7. Adjudicator’s Decision – re St Joseph’s School

The Adjudicator advised that whilst the Council had not followed the required procedure it would support the LA decision to offer a place if correct procedures were followed. The school offered the place rather than child being out of school any longer.
8. Sub-group to review advice, guidance and web site and Choice Advice information available to parents.

The Government want full information on all schools to be contained within the parent guides - unfortunately this would make the guides very bulky with an overload of information. Please could Head Teachers write to ask for this to be reviewed. Thanks to all that sent in their views to Bill.
9. Proposed dates for meetings in 2010-11

It was asked that Wednesday mornings were avoided for Admissions Forum meetings.
10. AOB

Item for next meeting – membership review
Next meeting 4th October, time and venue tbc.
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