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NEW AGREED SYLLABUS CONSULTATIONS 
Our locally agreed syllabus, Awareness, Mystery and Value (AMV) is currently being developed ready to become the new syllabus for 2011. A series of meetings will be held this term to look at the proposals (see information on the cluster and network meetings below). The new syllabus will be YOUR syllabus – come and make your voice heard; we want to develop a programme of study that will work well in your school and be beneficial for your pupils. 

Our consultations so far have revealed that there’s little wrong with our current syllabus structure, but that we probably need a clearer skills progression for assessment purposes and an update to the schemes of learning to reflect changes in education and the wider world. We are keeping a careful eye on what the new government is proposing too!

I am working with Graham Langtree, Devon’s RE adviser and former HMI and QCA consultant on the new programme, along with Diocesan schools advisers and a steering group of members from North Somerset, Somerset and Bath and NE Somerset SACREs, but the resulting syllabus will be taught by you, so please come to any of the meetings to hear the plans and contribute your ideas.
NEW MODEL SCHEME OF LEARNING

One idea to increase the flexibility of our current schemes of learning for Awareness, Mystery and Value (AMV) is to create shorter, more detailed planning materials, with references to relevant internet sites and resources. We also want these new units to be more clearly connected to particular pedagogical approaches and will demonstrate how this looks at the cluster and network meetings this term. Those of you who came to the Primary Coordinators Conference at the Old Deanery, Wells, in May will have already seen a prototype of this in Colleen Smith’s workshop, but we need to develop many more of these. Colleen’s idea developed the Gift to the Child approach and began with a key question around the concept of hope. The focus was on women’s voices in the troubled state of El Salvador and showed how the colourful crosses produced there reflected their religious beliefs and identity. To see the sorts of artefacts produced in El Salvador go to: www.peopleofhopecrafts.org/about.php. 
IN BRUGES: EFTRE CONFERENCE 2010

The European Forum for Teachers of Religious Education (EFTRE) holds a conference every three years. Having attended five of these now I can testify to their value. Each conference was memorable, not just for the places where they were held but also for the people I met from all over Europe and for the exchange of ideas about the purposes and practicalities of teaching RE.

This year the venue was Bruges and, as at previous conferences, it was worth adding a couple of days’ holiday to those devoted to the conference. One of the great things about RE is the extra interest an understanding of the subject brings to holidays! And of course there is always something new to learn about the religious history and culture of the places we visit. The danger is that you spend your whole time looking around places of worship rather than simply relaxing! One of the holiest places in Bruges is, of course, the Friet Museum; everything you ever wanted to know about the potato chip. Apparently the secret to the Belgian chip is… Sorry, if I tell you that, I’ll have to kill you.

The EFTRE conference theme this time was ‘Challenging Religious Education: Poverty and Social Inclusion as European Issues’, and I was asked to act as ‘rapporteur’. You can find my summary slides on the website (eftre.net), as well as a brief account of my reflections. 
CLUSTER MEETING FOCUS AND UPDATE
RE Network/Cluster Meetings 
Times and venues for this term’s meetings are listed below. Do feel free to attend any of the meetings, even if it is not in your area. 
This term’s KS1&2 RE cluster meetings and the KS3&4 Network meeting will focus on the findings of the latest Ofsted report on the state of RE nationally as well sample sections of the draft new agreed syllabus for RE. Ideas for RE perspectives on Holocaust Memorial Day will be shared. A new online version of the self-evaluation toolkit will also be demonstrated.

Backwell, Clevedon and Nailsea Cluster

Tuesday 12 October: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Tickenham CofE VA Primary School, Clevedon Road, Tickenham, BS21 6RG.
Churchill Cluster

Wednesday 6 October: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Banwell Primary School, West Street, Banwell, BS29 6DB (Free parking across the road from the school).
Gordano and St Katherine’s Cluster

Thursday 14 October: 3.45 – 5.15 pm at St Peter’s CofE VC Primary School, Hallets Way, Portishead, BS20 9BT.
Worle and South Weston Cluster

Wednesday 13 October: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Windwhistle Community Primary School, Kingsley Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 3TZ.

Secondary and Special Schools Cluster
Tuesday 19 October: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Backwell School, Worle, BS48  3BX.

Don’t forget also, to take up the opportunity of a FREE consultancy session to complete a self-evaluation of RE. Email: mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk to arrange an appointment. Please note that the new self-evaluation toolkit is now available at: http://betterre.reonline.org.uk/lead_manage/toolkit.php/. 
NATRE NEWS

Many thanks to the National Association of Teachers of RE (NATRE) for the following items. To join NATRE and subscribe to RE Today magazine and the termly RE publications, go to www.natre.org.uk/join.php. 

NATIONAL CELEBRATION OF RE: MARCH 2011
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Have you got March 2011 in your diary? Throughout the month it is hoped that pupils, staff, governors and parents in schools alongside SACREs, faith and belief communities, politicians and members of the public will contribute to a month

long celebration of RE as a subject of inspiration, challenge, debate, engagement, community spirit, empathy and much more besides.

Are you looking for ideas of what to do? Do check out the Celebrating RE website, where you will find: lots of ideas for activities; information about a range of regional and national competitions for all ages and abilities; a calendar where you can search for RE events in your area, or collaborate with others and enter one of your own!

Go to: www.celebratingre.org. 
RE CPD HANDBOOK

The DCSF and the RE Council of England and Wales has produced an online CPD Handbook for primary and secondary teachers of RE. The Handbook is actively supported by a number of leading professional RE organisations, and edited by Professor Liam Gearon. 

While not aiming to be comprehensive, the Handbook aims to make a major contribution to the continuing professional development of both primary and secondary teachers.
In addition to guidance on teaching, learning and assessment in RE, the Handbook includes contributions from teachers, faith communities, advisers, and academics. This brand new online resource was peer-reviewed before publication in the summer term 2010. Go to: www.re-handbook.org.uk
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CHOOSING RESOURCES FOR RE LESSONS



The latest addition to NATRE’s website is user-friendly, online guidance on choosing high quality resources for teaching world religions in primary and secondary schools. Drawing on the findings and recommendation of ‘Materials used to Teach about World Religions in Schools in England’, carried out by the University of Warwick, 2010, this guidance covers: 

· books
· school produced materials
· websites
· digital resources
· artefacts & visual images
· visits & visitors

For each type of resource the guidance provides: a brief summary of the Warwick Report’s findings; key questions for teachers; stimulus materials to support discussion; and decision-making for teachers working individually or with colleagues.  Do check it out! It’s an ideal stimulus to review the resources you currently use, and to guide the selection of new ones. Go to: www.natre.org.uk/rg 

THE HOCKERILL / NATRE AWARD FOR INNOVATION IN RE TEACHING

The Hockerill Educational Foundation and NATRE have joined forces to provide the world of primary and secondary education with a new prize which recognises the work and dedication of those who teach Religious Education. 
Building on the success of the joint conferences run for new RE teachers in their PGCE year, Hockerill and NATRE have developed this prize to recognise innovation in this very important subject area. We are also aware that the school ethos must provide the teacher with the right environment for innovation to occur. The prize will recognise both these elements and as a result will be in two parts: (1) a monetary prize for the school to enable it to purchase new RE materials; and (2) an educational bursary for the teacher to part-fund attendance at a specialist educational course.

In recognition that the needs and requirements of the primary and secondary sectors are different, the prize will be awarded separately in each sector. The First Prize will be £700 to the school and a bursary of £400 to the teacher.

How to apply: A downloadable entry form and set of guidance notes are available on the Hockerill website. Deadline: 31 January 2011. Successful prize winners will be notified by Easter. E: The Secretary, Hockerill Educational Foundation, at info@hockerillfoundation.org.uk;  W: www.hockerillfoundation.org.uk. 

If you would like my support for this Award, please let me know via mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk. 
INTERFAITH WEEK 2010

Inter Faith Week 2010 will take place in England and Wales from Saturday 21 November to Sunday 27 November. Resources for schools can be downloaded from the site, including resources to support RE. See: www.interfaithweek.org.uk. 
THE BIG PICTURE FOR RE
This online resource is only available for members of NATRE - so you will need your own membership to be able to access it. This provides a one-stop-shop of readily-accessible resources for RE for teachers to draw upon to support day-to-day planning and work in the classroom. A taster is available from the home page, but the best bits, including some recently added film sequences, are only available for members. www.natre.org.uk and click on ‘The Big Picture for RE’.
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY: 27 JANUARY 2011


It's not too early to start organising your HMD event. Order your free resources and begin planning your Holocaust Memorial Day event today.  Go to http://education.hmd.org.uk/ for details.

READY REFERENCE: UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2010
North Somerset SACRE’s artefact collections are held at St Georges CofE/Methodist VA Primary School (tel. 01934 426901) and Mary Elton Community Primary School, Clevedon (tel. 01275 876432).

WEB SUPPORT FOR AMV for updates to the AMV scheme of work and further agreed syllabus guidance at: www.n-somerset.gov.uk/amv. 
Find out more about the work of SACREs up and down the country via the National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) website at http://www.nasacre.org.uk/. 
THE RE:QUEST WEBSITE contains specific links to the AMV syllabus. Go to: www.request.org.uk/teachers/syllabus/awareness/aware01.htm. 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS: www.culham.ac.uk/tvr/festcalendar.php. 

TEACHERS TV Resources to support Primary RE. Several 15 minute programmes can be found at: www.teachers.tv/video/browser/1014/810. 
SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS

For all speakers, please make arrangements to cover their expenses and any fees directly with the individuals involved. Most communities are happy for you to visit without charge, though you may like to consider making a donation on a ‘per pupil’ basis. 

BUDDHISM

· Mike Keogh (Friends of the Western Buddhist Order [FWBO]): tel. 07775 928722; email michael.s.keogh@googlemail.com.  FWBO: www.bristol-buddhist-centre.org. 
· Paula-Boudica Brightwell: (Nichiren Daishonin) tel. 01458 443275 or 07952 409024.

· The Amitabha Buddhist Centre in Bristol. Please contact: Kelsang Rak-Ma, Education Programme Co-ordinator: info@meditationbristol.org or see: www.meditationinbristol.org. 
· Lam Rim Tibetan: www.lamrim.org.uk/lrb_info.htm. 
· Sakya Tibetan: www.dechen.org/centres/southwest/bristol.html. 
CHRISTIANITY

· Sylvia Staddon (Weston-super-Mare School Prayer Network) – database of church leaders and members who visit for assemblies. Tel: 01934 514614 or email jonsyl@supanet.com for details. 

· For Christian churches see: www.findachurch.co.uk/index.html. 
· Mike Strange, manager of the RE:Quest website, may also be available to talk to staff or work with pupils on using the site. Email: m_strange@sky.com. 
HINDUISM
· Dhirashanta Das [ISKON] Tel: 01566 786965 Email: dhirasanta@aol.com. 
· Hindu Temple, 163b Church Road, Redfield, Bristol, BS5 9LA .Tel: 0117 935 1007 – visits for pupils of all ages. Email Panditji Kamlesh Vyas (the priest at the Temple) at panditji@bristolhindutemple.co.uk.  To find out more about school visits to the Temple see: www.bristolhindutemple.co.uk/Community.htm. 
· Christina Bramble – Travelling Museum Workshops for Indian life, religion and culture. Contact her at christina.bramble@blueyonder.co.uk or take a look at the website: www.travellingmuseum.org.uk. 
ISLAM
· Imam Ilyaas Limbada, Yeovil Mosque, 8 Westminster Street / Clarence Street, Yeovil, BA20 1AE. Tel: 01935 412685. Best to email some suggested dates for your visit to: imam_yic@mail.com.  The Imam and his wife, Amina, are very pleased to receive school groups to visit the mosque and learn about Islam. 

· Mr Farooq A. Siddique, Community Development Officer, Bristol Muslim Cultural Society, 404 Stapleton Rd., Bristol, BS5 6NQ, 0117 952 1802. Email: bmcs@bmcs.org.uk.  Website: www.bmcs.org.uk.  Office opening times are Mon-Fri 9.30am to 5pm but please note that the office is closed during Muslim prayer times, lunch-hour [1.30-2.30] and at weekends.

· Please note that Hassan Morrison of the Islamic Awareness and Education Project [IAEP], has retired. Regrettably the website Islam4schools is now defunct.

JUDAISM
· Bristol Progressive Synagogue, Bannerman Road, Bristol. Please contact Effie Romaine: effie_romaine@blueyonder.co.uk. 

· Exeter Synagogue, Synagogue Place, Mary Arches Street, Exeter, EX4 3BA. They prefer age 8+, and charge £1 per pupil per visit. Contact Dr Paul Newgass, (President, Exeter Synagogue), who will also visit your school to talk about the Holocaust, on: 01392 251529 or email: paulnewgass@btinternet.com.   

· Robin and Arnold Kanarek Tel:01935 263667 Email: rkanarek@homecall.co.uk.   

· Mrs Jane Silver-Corren is available for assemblies / INSET. Tel: 01308 459320 or email janesilvercorren@gmail.com. 

SIKHISM
· Gurdial Singh is available to visit schools and/or arrange visits to a Gurdwara in Bristol. Tel: 0117 956 6976 or 07981 130188 Email: gurdial.singh@fsmail.net. 
If you would like this Newsletter emailed directly to your inbox, please contact: 


Dave Francis – North Somerset Associate RE Adviser

Tel: 01275 884034 
Fax: 01275 884058 
E-mail:mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk 
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