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Admissions Forum
Minutes of Meeting on 26th April 2010, 9:30am, The Campus
Present

Terri Knowlton
Bill McEntee
Sally Varley
Claire Sepulveda
Justin Templer
Julie Fox
Anne-Marie Heath
Geoff Flynn
Jack Dagnall

Gillian Quick

Eufron Parry

Ian Bell

Cllr Anne Kemp


NSC Admissions and Transport Manager
NSC Admissions Policy Officer
NSC School Organisation and Access Manager
Bristol Council
Clifton Diocese
Community Primary Schools
NSC Choice Advice
NSC Assistant Locality Lead
Governor (Clevedon & All Saints)
Church of England Primary Schools
Methodist Church Representative
Bristol Council School Admissions Manager

Local Authority Representative

1. Apologies

Tess Robinson, Sarah Triggle, Fola Kudehinbu, David Gradwell, Caroline Hostein, Lynn Packer, Liz Tunnard, John Wells
2. Minutes of the previous meeting

Agreed with some minor amendments.
3. Matters arising

None.
4. Report on all school’s set admission arrangements and whether to refer any policies to the School’s Adjudicator
Changes may need to be made to St Francis Primary’s policy. Bill will discuss directly with the school and with Justin. Justin has a meeting next week, and will report that the Admissions Forum is confused about the policy, and therefore parents must also be confused. It was requested that a standard criterion may be used.

All schools policies were determined by the set date, but some minor changes are needed and it was agreed that Bill could contact the schools concerned.
5. Admission Numbers

Broadoak wanted to increase their admission numbers from 900 to 1200. Broadoak currently does not have the capacity for more than 900 pupils, and Wyvern will be increasing in capacity. It may require a Capital Build Project to expand Broadoak.

Kingston Seymour Parish Council wanted more capacity at Backwell and Yatton schools. However Yatton has been undersubscribed this year, and Nailsea and Backwell have sufficient places.

6. Trinity Anglican Methodist School, Portishead – Statutory Process

The publication date was the 21st April. 83% of the responses were in favour of expanding Trinity (4-5 responses). The decision will be made by the Executive on the 8th June 2010.

7. Report on Secondary Transfer allocations for September 2010

91.4% of all applications got their first preference, which is up on last year’s figure of 90.25%. 97.5% were offered one of their three preferences, which is an improvement on 95.9% last year.

Gordano had out of area siblings refused.

Backwell, Broadoak, Churchill, Gordano, Priory, St Katherines and Worle all have appeals lodged. Most of the appeals are for Gordano and St Katherines.

8. Report on Reception Intake and Junior Transfer allocations for 2010

91.4% of applicants for reception places got their first preference compared to 88.9% last year. 97.9% were offered one of their three preferences compared to 95.9% last year.
All applicants for Junior intake got their first preference.

9. In year Fair Access protocols (standing item)

    Permanent Exclusions and Managed Transfers (standing item)
The amount of permanent exclusions are lower than last year. It is difficult to get some of these pupils back into a mainstream school as many year groups are full. Schools are reluctant to take a Permanently Excluded pupil on a negotiated transfer, which is allowable when a school is full in the Year group.

The Forum would like to see which schools were approached, and which ones refused to take permanently excluded pupils. Schools are reluctant to fill in the forms which give information on why excluded pupils have been taken/refused.

Geoff took the Forum through the spreadsheets. 

In year Fair Access protocols, exclusions and comparative data requirements will now be combined on the agenda.

10. Sub-group to review advice, guidance, website and Choice Advice information available to parents.

· Anne-Marie, Eufron, Claire and David (absent) will look at the parent guides.
· Anne-Marie will look at the admissions website

· Eufron will look at the Choice Advice website

· All absentees are asked to look over all of the above.

Please email Bill at bill.mcentee@n-somerset.gov.uk with any comments.

11. On line application figures for 2010-2011

88.98% of applicants applied online for Reception, which is higher than 81.59% last year.
81.6% of applicants applied online for Junior transfers, compared to 75.21% last year.

81.84% of applicants applied online for Secondary transfers, compared to 73.73% last year.

81.84% of North Somerset applicants applied online for Secondary places compared to approximately 74% in the South West and an average of 43% overall in England.

Justin asked if there was a pattern to who applied by post rather than online (i.e. applicants to Church schools). Justin’s study found that church proof wasn’t being provided with the applications and that there was confusion particularly with Catholic parents. The Forum pointed out that both paper and online forms are the same, and that the form is agreed nationally. Ann-Marie can help people to fill out the form if required.

The increase in online applications means that less paper guides will need to be printed next year.

12. AOB

· It was agreed that Bill will replace Tony as clerk to the Forum.
· When Wyvern turns in to an academy they will need a representative to join the Forum as a core member. To make room for this it was agreed that the primary governing body representative and the parent representative should be joined into one role. Bill will ask Chris Hustwick if she can find a parent governor, and also advertise on Noticeboard. 
· Trevor Bailey and Graham Silverthorne will both be leaving and will need to be replaced.

· The Forum agreed to Bill’s request to change the Remit of the Forum and give information on draft policies in Term 2 rather than Term 1.

· Adjudicator Case- A year 6 application for St Josephs was turned down, and went to the SCIP panel for In-year fair access, who asked the school to take, but they refused, the decision has gone to the adjudicator. The result will be reported back to the Forum. The pupil is currently being home educated.

13. Dates for Future Meetings

Term 1
22nd September 2010
9:30-12:30
The Campus

Term 2
24th November 2010
1:30-4:30
Four Oaks

Bill to circulate proposed future dates.
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