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WELCOME

Welcome back to the new school year. There are, as ever, interesting times ahead for education and for RE! This year we begin the review of our locally agreed syllabus. We are not expecting too many radical changes, but – as ever – there have been quite a few national and local initiatives since the publication of our current syllabus. In particular, we will need to take account of the new secondary curriculum, the proposed new primary curriculum and new government guidance on RE taking the place of circular 1/94.  

North Somerset SACRE is coordinating its efforts with Somerset and B&NES SACREs and with the QCA and there will be opportunities to contribute to the review. This Newsletter will keep you in touch with developments!

FIRST NATIONAL INTERFAITH WEEK: 15 – 21 NOVEMBER

Another initiative that should yield benefits for pupils doing RE is the very first national interfaith week. A website that contains ideas for celebrating this week has been launched at http://www.interfaithweek.org/  Practical suggestions are being added all the time for you to use in the primary or secondary classroom or for the whole school. Other useful information about training in conducting interfaith dialogue can be found on the Three Faiths Forum website at: http://www.threefaithsforum.org.uk/ 
Our locally agreed syllabus, Awareness, Mystery and Value (AMV), contains plenty of possibilities to support interfaith week and don’t forget the list of places to visit and visitors to invite into school that appears at the end of this newsletter. You might, for example, invite Christina Bramble into your school to engage children in thinking about Indian culture and religions – see article below on the ‘Travelling Museum’. If you do engage in any interfaith activities please let us know.
FARMINGTON FELLOWSHIPS 2010-11
Fellowships for RE research are now open for secondary and primary teachers and teachers of RE to children with special educational needs for the academic year 2010-11. Headteachers who wish to undertake research into either Religious Education or Values Education are also eligible to apply. 
The Fellowship will pay costs and salary of a replacement teacher for one term and enable the Fellow to gain support from one of a number of universities, including Bath Spa.
Application forms and details can be downloaded from the Farmington website: http://www.farmington.ac.uk/fellowships_and_awards/fellowships.html.   The closing date for applications is 18 January 2010.

BACKWELL MEDICAL ETHICS CONFERENCE  
It remains a statutory responsibility of schools to include RE for post-16 students and one way of doing this is to run conferences for sixth formers on religious and moral issues. Maggie McMahon, the Head of the Philosophy and Religion Department at Backwell School has been running such conferences since 2007 and this year’s was also attended by students from Clevedon Community School.


Maggie reports that, ‘if the response of the students is indicative of the quality of the event, then this was the best yet, providing stimulating discussion and “food for thought” about the present and future in medical technology.’
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Dr David Cook and Maggie McMahon at Backwell School in July this year



Jane Simpkins, from Christ Church, Clifton, delivered sessions on Medical Ethics from a Christian perspective, and Dr David Cook, who teaches doctors in Oxford and America on medical ethics, explored the issues from a broader philosophical perspective. 
In the afternoon, Dr Cook delivered a lecture on the tension between absolute and relative values, using many contemporary examples as illustrations, to students in Years 10 and 12 who are studying ethics as part of their Religious Studies GCSE and A-Level courses.
Maggie also recommends Jane Simpkins as an experienced secondary school teacher who now works for her church to do education in schools: 
‘Jane has come in to all of our Year 10 classes to do lessons on Marriage and Family, and our Year 11s to do lessons on Believing in God. All of her lessons are fully interactive and have gone down well with the students. She gets them out of their seats and gets them discussing the issues. For the sixth form ethics day, as it dealt with abortion and euthanasia, she wanted it to be directly about the Christian perspective, but with KS4 she allows the students to explore the issues freely, without being clear about her own position.’

To contact Jane, email: Jane@christchurchclifton.org.uk. 

CLUSTER MEETING FOCUS AND UPDATE
Dave Francis, North Somerset’s Associate Adviser for RE, is continuing to work as National Subject Lead for the roll-out of the new secondary curriculum for CfBT, NATRE and RE Today until 31st March 2010, but is continuing to lead the cluster and network meetings for North Somerset. Many thanks to Joy Stanford for covering these in his absence. 

Dave is also offering a FREE consultancy session to work with headteachers and/or RE subject leaders to complete a self-evaluation of RE. To take advantage of this offer contact him by email: mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk. The toolkit for self-evaluation of RE continues to be available from the Better RE website: http://betterre.reonline.org.uk/lead_manage/toolkit.php/.
RE Network/Cluster Meetings 
Times and venues for this term’s meetings are listed below. Do feel free to attend any of the meetings, even if it is not in your area.

This term’s KS1&2 RE cluster meetings will include a model for developing a more ‘creative curriculum’ and some new material on the AMV website. There will also be a focus on RE examples for the ‘Find Your Talent’ programme and ideas for celebrating ‘interfaith week’.
The KS3&4 Network meeting this term will develop ideas for cross-curricular projects that use personal, learning and thinking skills and follow up ideas for the ‘Find Your Talent’ programme outlined by Ben Cotton at the last meeting. We will also explore ideas for celebrating ‘interfaith week’.
There will be opportunities in all network meetings to share teaching ideas.

Backwell, Clevedon and Nailsea Cluster

Tuesday 6 October: 2.30 – 4.00 pm at All Saints, Clevedon BS21 6AU.
Churchill Cluster
Wednesday 7 October: 4.00 - 5.30 pm at Burrington Primary School, BS40 7AD.
Gordano and St Katherine’s Cluster

Thursday 8 October: 3.45 – 5.15 pm at High Down Community Infant School, Down Road, Portishead, BS20 8AY.
Worle and South Weston Cluster

Wednesday 14 October: 3.45 - 5.15 pm at Locking Community Primary School, Meadow Drive, Weston-super-Mare, BS24 8BB.

Secondary and Special Schools Cluster
Thursday 15 October: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Churchill Community School, Churchill Green, BS25 5QN.

TRAVELLING MUSEUM

Christina Bramble, runs workshops about Indian culture and religions, mainly for primary school children. By using a wide ranging collection of contemporary Asian artefacts she introduces children to the everyday life of an Indian family as well as aspects of Hinduism. Her workshops, which were explained at the recent RE cluster meetings, allow children to handle and explore artefacts, ask questions and use their imagination to find out more about other people's lives and beliefs. She also runs workshops about Buddhism.

Workshops are 60 for a morning (2 hour workshop incl. story or 2 shorter sessions) and £100 for a whole day at the school (usually including art & craft work or other activities). Contact her at christina.bramble@blueyonder.co.uk or see her website: http://www.travellingmuseum.org.uk. 
EU SCHOLARSHIPS
Fancy a trip to Turkey next Easter for short course on ‘Teaching and learning about religions and beliefs in a human rights context’? EU scholarships are available for those who would like to undertake this five day course (5-9 April 2010) led by experts in the field of multicultural and intercultural education. For more information about the course and about how professionals from the target group can apply for funding please visit this web page:
https://sites.google.com/a/oafmalta.org/learning-at-oafmalta/training-programme-2009/2009learningfromreligions

ISLAMIC HOTLINE

A telephone and internet helpline offering advice about the true teaching of Islam has been launched in the UK during the summer. Callers to the Islamic Hotline will get answers to their questions within 48 hours, from scholars trained at one of the world's principal Islamic universities. Users are also able to email their enquiries through the service's website.
The Islamic scholars behind the helpline hope it will combat radicalism in Britain and help ordinary Muslims answer difficult questions about their faith. Find out more on the BBC website at: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8078344.stm
SHARING GOOD PRACTICE
· For lesson ideas connected with the Muslim Festival of Ramadan 22 August to 20 September 2009) see the TES resources website at: http://www.tes.co.uk/resourcehub.aspx and search for ‘Ramadan’.

· Develop your own classroom area of reflection. For an example of the features to include go to: http://www.refuel.org.uk/ks1/vreflective/
READY REFERENCE: UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2009
North Somerset SACRE’s artefact collections are held at St Georges CofE/Methodist VA Primary School (tel. 01934 426901) and Mary Elton Community Primary School, Clevedon (tel. 01275 876432).

WEB SUPPORT FOR AMV for updates to the AMV scheme of work and further agreed syllabus guidance at: www.n-somerset.gov.uk/amv.

THE RE:QUEST WEBSITE contains specific links to the AMV syllabus. Go to: www.request.org.uk/teachers/syllabus/awareness/aware01.htm.

MAJOR RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS: www.culham.ac.uk/tvr/festcalendar.php.

TEACHING HUMANISM The British Humanist Association has launched a new website: www.humanismforschools.org.uk. 

TEACHERS TV Resources to support Primary RE! Several 15 minute programmes can be found at: www.teachers.tv/video/browser/1014/810.

SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS

For all speakers, please make arrangements to cover their expenses and any fees directly with the individuals involved.

BUDDHISM
· Mike Keogh (Friends of the Western Buddhist Order [FWBO]): tel. 07775 928722; email michael.s.keogh@googlemail.com. FWBO: www.bristol-buddhist-centre.org. 

· Paula-Boudica Brightwell: (Nichiren Daishonin) tel. 01458 443275 or 07952 409024.

· The Amitabha Buddhist Centre in Bristol. Please contact: Kelsang Rak-Ma, Education Programme Co-ordinator: info@meditationbristol.org or see: www.meditationinbristol.org.
· Lam Rim Tibetan: www.lamrim.org.uk/lrb_info.htm.

· Sakya Tibetan: www.dechen.org/centres/southwest/bristol.html.
CHRISTIANITY

· Sylvia Staddon (Weston-super-Mare School Prayer Network) – database of church leaders and members who visit for assemblies. Tel: 01934 514614 or email jonsyl@supanet.com for details. 

· For Christian churches see: www.findachurch.co.uk/index.html. 

· Mike Strange, manager of the RE:Quest website, may also be available to talk to staff or work with pupils on using the site. Email: m_strange@sky.com.

· Carol Baillie has spent time with the Christian evangelical Ramabai Mukti Mission in India and is happy to speak in assembly or to groups of pupils about her experiences. Please contact her to discuss: carolbaillie@yahoo.com.
HINDUISM
· Dhirashanta Das [ISKON] Tel: 01566 786965 Email: dhirasanta@aol.com.

· Hindu Temple, 163b Church Road, Redfield, Bristol, BS5 9LA .Tel: 0117 935 1007 – visits for pupils of all ages. Email Panditji Kamlesh Vyas (the priest at the Temple) at panditji@bristolhindutemple.co.uk. To find out more about school visits to the Temple see the website: www.bristolhindutemple.co.uk/Community.htm?.
· Christina Bramble – Travelling Museum – see article above. 
ISLAM
· Mr Farooq A. Siddique, Community Development Officer, Bristol Muslim Cultural Society, 101A St. Marks Road, Easton, Bristol BS5 6HY. Tel. and Fax: 0117 939 2559. Email: bmcs@bmcs.org.uk. Website: www.bmcs.org.uk . Office opening times are Mon-Fri 9.30am to 5pm but please note that the office is closed during Muslim prayer times, lunch-hour [1.30-2.30] and at weekends.

· Please note that Hassan Morrison of the Islamic Awareness and Education Project [IAEP], has retired. Regrettably the website Islam4schools is now defunct.

· There is a new mosque in Yeovil (Imam Ilyaas Limbada). I hope to be visiting later this month and should be able to pass on contact details soon after.

JUDAISM

· New contact! Exeter Synagogue, Synagogue Place, Mary Arches Street,
Exeter, EX4 3BA. They prefer age 8+, and charge £1 per pupil per visit.   Contact Dr Paul Newgass, (President, Exeter Synagogue), tel: 01392 251529 or email: paulnewgass@btinternet.com. Dr Newgass will also visit your school to talk about the Holocaust.
· Progressive Synagogue, Bannerman Road, Bristol. Please contact Effie Romaine: effie_romaine@blueyonder.co.uk.

· Robin and Arnold Kanarek Tel:01935 263667 Email: rkanarek@homecall.co.uk. 

· Mrs Jane Silver-Corren is available for assemblies / INSET. Sessions start at £35 per hour plus some child-care costs. Tel: 01308 459320 or email janesilvercorren@gmail.com.
SIKHISM
· Gurdial Singh is available to visit schools and/or arrange visits to a Gurdwara in Bristol. Tel: 0117 956 6976 or 07981 130188 Email: gurdial.singh@fsmail.net.
Contact: 
Dave Francis – North Somerset Associate RE Adviser
           Tel: 01275 884034 
Fax: 01275 884058 
                      E-mail:mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk [image: image24.png]
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