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North Somerset Admission Forum Remit 2009/10

Section 85A of the SSFA 1998 requires all local authorities to establish an Admission Forum. Admission Forums provide a vehicle for admission authorities and other key interested parties to discuss the effectiveness of local admission arrangements, consider how to deal with difficult admission issues and advise admission authorities on ways in which their arrangements can be improved. Their main focus is to consider the fairness of arrangements in their local context. Admission authorities of all maintained schools and, where applicable, Academies, when exercising their functions, must have regard to any advice offered by the Forum. 

1. Statutory role of Admission Forums 


Admission Forums have a key role in ensuring a fair admissions system that promotes social equity and must, under section 84 of the SSFA 1998, act in accordance with this Code. Part of their role is to advise local authorities and admission authorities on matters relating to school admissions – any advice that they give must then be made available to any person with an interest. The North Somerset Admission Forum will:

a) consider how well existing and proposed admission arrangements serve the interests of children and parents for all North Somerset Schools – the LA will seek approval from the Admissions Forum annually in term 1 to consult on draft admission arrangements for its community and VC schools;

b) promote agreement on admission issues - this will be a standing item for each meeting
c) review the comprehensiveness, effectiveness within the local context, and accessibility of advice and guidance for parents and web site information produced by North Somerset Council and the delivery of Choice Advice within the area. – a sub-group will review the information available and advice given to parents annually in term 5
d) consider the effectiveness of the authority’s proposed co-ordinated admission arrangements, and advise on whether the authority’s proposed co-ordinated admission arrangements differ substantially from the previous year - the LA will seek approval from the Admissions Forum annually in term 1 to consult on draft co-ordinated schemes
e) consider the means by which admissions processes might be improved and how actual admissions relate to the admission numbers published – the Forum will consider a report from the LA annually in terms 5/6 comparing final allocation numbers with published arrangements
f) monitor the admission of children who arrive in the authority’s area outside a normal admission round with a view to promoting arrangements for the fair distribution of such children among local schools, taking account of any preference expressed in accordance with arrangements made under section 86(1) of the SSFA 1998 and in accordance with the School Admissions Code – this will be a standing item for each meeting under Fair Access Protocol.
g) promote the arrangements for children with special educational needs, children in care and children who have been excluded from school;

a) monitor the effectiveness of North Somerset Council’s Fair Access Protocols and

b) consider any other admissions issues that arise.  

– these will be standing items for each meeting under Fair Access Protocol

2. Membership of Forum

It is important that the North Somerset Admission Forum reflects the needs of the local community. The membership of Forum is set out in the Local Authority Reports Regulations and Forum membership must reflect the types of schools in the locality: a representative from each faith group represented by schools in the area; parent and community representatives; up to two local authority representatives (as the admission authority for community and voluntary controlled schools); local employers and other representatives, which, in North Somerset’s case, includes service personnel, and Choice Advisers. 


Statute states that the membership of an Admission Forum must not exceed 20. The local authority must report to the Schools Adjudicator on the membership of the Admission Forum as set out in paragraph 4.9(d)(i). The Schools Adjudicator should refer matters concerning membership and the prescribed maximum limit of an Admissions Forum to the Secretary of State where they do not comply with paragraphs 4.29 and 4.30 of the School Admissions Code. 


Membership of the North Somerset Admissions Forum is shown at Appendix 1. 

In addition to core members, the Forum also consists of non-core members (North Somerset Council Officers, neighbouring LA’s, Somerset Racial Equality Council and the Children’s Education Advisory Service).
The North Somerset Admission Forum includes representatives of neighbouring local authorities as non-core members.  These representatives are in addition to those of the home local authority.  Neighbouring LAs are invited members of this Forum. 

The Regulations require that each representative of a school should be a head teacher, or a governor (other than one appointed to the school by the local authority who is also a member of the authority).  The North Somerset Admissions Forum has agreed that when a Forum member is unable to attend a meeting they can send a substitute for that meeting.  The voting rights of substitutes will be determined by the Forum at the commencement of each relevant meeting.

North Somerset's Admissions Forum includes representatives from faith groups other than the Church of England and Catholic Church and ethnic minority groups.  Representatives of the Methodist Church and the Somerset Racial Equality Council are invited core and non-core members of the Forum.
If the Forum considers that it would be useful to appoint additional non-core members to represent the interests of any section of the local community it may ask the local authority to appoint such members. The Forum may invite other key groups or bodies to attend meetings of the forum on an ad hoc basis if they have an interest in the topic being discussed. It may therefore wish to consider whether additional representatives of special educational needs or disability organisations, early years or other groups should also be invited to become non-core members for the meetings in which they are likely to have a key interest.

Where there is a particular issue that needs investigation and more detailed consideration, it is good practice to create a working group (which does not need to consist of Forum members) to carry out this work and report to the Forum. This could be a group drawn from the Forum, a group of local authority officials acting on behalf of the forum, or a mixture of officials and Forum members.  

3. Ensuring Fair Access


In discharging its responsibilities, the North Somerset Admissions Forum will:

c) refer an objection to the Schools Adjudicator where either it identifies admissions policy, practice or oversubscription criteria of a school that may be unfair, unlawful or that contravene the mandatory provisions of this Code, or where its advice has been disregarded by admission authorities; and

d) review the impact of local admissions policies on achieving fair access.

4. Reports on Effectiveness of Local Admission Arrangements 

Admission Forums have an important power, under section 85A(1A) of the SSFA 1998, to produce an annual report about all maintained schools (and where they choose to do so, the report must include Academies) on how well admission arrangements are working locally, including whether the arrangements are working fairly for all members of the community. 
Admission Forums are not expected to produce complex reports that duplicate the local authority report to the Schools Adjudicator on admission arrangements in their area. Admission Forums have the flexibility to report as they see fit on matters that are of local interest, and provide input to the local authority report. 
The power for Admission Forums to report to the Schools Adjudicator replaces the power to report to the Schools Commissioner. This is part of the School Adjudicator’s widened role to enforce fair access and report annually to the Secretary of State on how it is being achieved locally. The Schools Adjudicator will also use the local authority reports to inform this annual report.

North Somerset Council encourages the establishment of sub-committees to help the Forum in the performance of its functions. Separate sub-committees should consider issues before bringing them back to the main Forum for discussion. 

In North Somerset, the Admissions Forum will be asked to consider, every Term 2, whether to exercise the option of producing an annual report.
5. Tenure

Core members of the forum will be appointed for a period not exceeding 4 years, after which they are eligible for reappointment. Other members of the forum are appointed on the terms determined by the core members, including whether or not they are to be eligible for reappointment at the end of their term. 
In North Somerset membership of the Forum is reviewed in Term 1 each year.

6. Procedure for Meetings and Appointment of Officers

Regulations require Forums to meet at least twice a year, but the procedure for the meetings is to be regulated by the core members themselves. In North Somerset, it was agreed that the Forum would meet 6 times a year (once a term). 

All members of the Forum will be given at least 7 working days notice of the date of the meeting and every effort will be made to circulating any documents relevant to that meeting 7 days in advance. While all schools in North Somerset are members of the Forum, it is not necessary for them to actively take part in all the work of the Forum and attend all its meetings. The core members should think carefully about how to structure their work in future and the extent to which it needs to be dealt with by committees or on a phase basis.  The Forum should strive to ensure that the views of all members of the Forum are properly represented.

The Forum should appoint a Chair and Vice Chair, who may or may not be members of the Forum, and a Secretary to convene its meetings. Chair and Vice-Chair will be elected every new school year. Secretariat services will be provided by School Organisation Officers. 
Only Core Members can vote on procedural changes.  All other members (non - core Members, School Members and invited Members) can vote at Forum Meetings. 

7. Providing Advice and Making Objections

The North Somerset Admission Forum should seek to achieve a consensus among the whole membership rather than secure a majority opinion and should only provide advice that represents the agreed views of the Forum as a whole. However where the Forum votes on a proposal to make an objection to the Schools Adjudicator in order for the objection to be made the proposal must be approved by a majority of members present voting.

One third of core members will be a quorum

The local authority will publish the Forum’s advice on the school admissions section of their website and send copies to all admission authorities in the area.  The advice will also be included in the composite prospectus published by the local authority each year for parents.

This remit will be renewed annually in term 1.
Appendix 1
	Admission Forum Core Membership August 2009
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Group
	Body
	North Somerset Number
	Name
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Faith Groups
	Diocese of Bath & Wells
	1
	Tess Robinson
	Chair

	
	Diocese of Clifton
	1
	Ian McNiff
	

	
	Methodist Church
	1
	Eufron Parry
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Local Authority
	School Organisation & Admissions
	1
	Sally Varley
	

	
	Councillor
	1
	Councillor Mrs Anne Kemp
	Vice Chair

	
	
	
	
	

	Parents & Community
	Community SEN
	1
	David Gradwell
	

	
	Community Parent
	1
	Caroline Glossop
	

	
	Governing Body Secondary
	1
	Jack Dagnall
	

	
	Governing Body Primary
	1
	Vacancy
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Service Personnel
	Children's Education Advisory Service
	1
	Jeremy Watt
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Local Schools
	Community Schools Secondary
	1
	John Wells
	

	
	Community Schools Primary
	2
	Julie Fox & Vacancy
	

	
	Special Schools
	1
	Vacancy
	

	
	Roman Catholic Primary Schools
	1
	Caroline Hostein
	

	
	Voluntary Aided Primary Schools
	1
	Gillian Quick 
	

	
	Voluntary Controlled Primary Schools
	1
	Vacancy
	

	
	Trust School
	1
	Trevor Bailey
	

	
	Foundation School
	1
	Graham Silverthorne
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Choice Adviser
	North Somerset Council
	1
	Anne-Marie Heath
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	20
	Quorate is 33% of core members
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