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CLUSTER MEETING FOCUS AND UPDATE

RE Network/Cluster Meetings 

Times and venues for this term’s meetings are listed below. Do feel free to attend any of the meetings, even if it is not in your area.

This term’s KS1&2 RE cluster meetings will focus on the ‘Gift to the Child’ materials to see how they may be used in conjunction with the agreed syllabus programmes of study. Joy Stanford (Mary Elton School) will lead the discussions.
The KS3&4 Network meeting this term will focus on approaches to the new secondary curriculum, RS GCSE results / exams from this summer, the new A Level specifications.

As usual, there will be opportunities in all network meetings to share teaching ideas.

Backwell, Clevedon and Nailsea Cluster

Tuesday 7 October: 2.30 – 4.00 pm at Yatton Junior School
Churchill Cluster

Tuesday 14 October: 4.00 to 5.30 pm at Winscombe W Primary School
Gordano and St Katherine’s Cluster

Thursday 23 October: 4.00 to 5.30 pm at St Mary’s VA Primary School, Portbury
Worle and South Weston Cluster

Thursday 16 October: 3.45 to 5.15 pm at St Georges VA Primary School, Worle
Secondary and Special Schools Cluster

Thursday 13 November – Wyvern Community School, 4.00 to 5.30 pm.
CURRICULUM PROJECTS – BURSARIES
A final reminder about the NATRE offer of 20 curriculum bursaries [each £1500] so that you can organise either teacher – led INSET or set up a project  producing materials to support the teaching of an aspect of RE in your area. Applications must be received by 10th October 2008 so hurry, hurry, hurry to: www.natre.org.uk and contact: exec@natre.org.uk.
‘CHRISTIANITY UNPACKED’

It would be useful to hear from you about the ways in which you think you will be making use of  this excellent resource produced by Mike Strange and consisting of 3-CDs available FREE from RE:Quest.  These explore:
· What’s it like to be a Christian?

· Celebrations

· Key Teachings of Jesus

34 topics are covered, the CDs include PowerPoints, video clips, a range of other teaching materials and a Teacher’s Guide. A copy of this resource will be sent to all schools later this term but, in the meantime, check out the revamped website at: www.request.org.uk and you will find lots of valuable pointers for classroom use.
SELF EVALUATION OF RE
While our associate RE adviser, Dave Francis, continues in his seconded role as National Subject Lead for the new Secondary Curriculum his work with SACRE and schools continues to be covered by Brenda Codd. Brenda offers a FREE consultancy session to work with headteachers and/or RE subject leaders to complete a self-evaluation of RE in your school. Working with the RE self-evaluation toolkit, produced by AREIAC and REonline, Brenda will lead you through the subject self-evaluation process in a 90 minute session which will cover the ground. Response to these sessions has been very positive and indicate how valuable an exercise this is.

Take advantage of this offer by contacting Brenda by email: brendacodd@btinternet.com to arrange an appointment – bookings now being taken for the Autumn and Spring terms. The toolkit itself is available, as well as a self-evaluation form that that can be completed on a word processor, from: betterre.reonline.org.uk/lead_manage/toolkit.php.

IMPROVING COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

Anyone who has organised a particularly effective act of Collective Worship is invited to contribute their ideas so that a bank of video resources can be used by others. Any constructive pupil feedback would be helpful for this project. 
SACRE’s Guidance and collective worship is published on the Governor’s Forum website at: http://www.nsgovforum.org/news/self-evaluation+in+re.asp. 

Another welcome addition to resources for successful Collective Worship can be found at: www.collectiveworship.com/. You will find a growing collection of ready-made acts of worship supported by multi-media presentations. Text and images can be downloaded and customised. Suitable for primary, secondary and special schools.
COMMUNITY COHESION

Since September 2008 all schools have had a duty to promote community cohesion. For helpful advice and guidance for schools, see: http.//www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/Communitycohesion/. RE teachers might look through current programmes to see where their present contribution to community cohesion already exists and where it might be given a boost.

It may be that your school has received funding to support Community Cohesion projects and it might be useful to investigate this possibility. The kind of activity involved might be a visit to various Christian places of worship or perhaps a forum/discussion with representatives from different religious groups from the local community? These would help pupils gain valuable insight into the close link between religion and community and could involve other subject areas such as History, Art, Geography and Citizenship.
SHARING GOOD PRACTICE

Display

Here are some suggestions from the cluster meetings last term:
· An RE theme displayed through the school

· A display of questions pupils have posed and ticked off as they have been explored
· Some schools, e.g. Worle Community School, will blow up photos to A1 size for around £7
· The Old Deanery produce a useful photo pack with questions on Islam and was the basis of an activity in which the classroom was set up as a mosque with a virtual tour on the interactive whiteboard  

· Key skills displayed and linked to RE work 

· For Secondary, use key phrases from exam questions in classrooms so that pupils learn to ‘interpret’ and produce relevant responses

· A display that children write on and add to throughout a week

· ‘Prayer stations’ or ‘think spot areas’ in the corner of each classroom with for example, a praying hands statue, cross or prayer book working in some church schools.
Monitoring

· Select three children and track throughout their school life, interviewing, work sampling etc, using assessment questions from units etc – a shorter term version could provide a useful project for a student teacher on placement?

· Current affairs presented in the ‘Children’s newspaper’ [in WH Smith’s and available as subscription] good to use as current affairs assemblies or copies in KS2 classrooms.  CBBC news round site also good for current affairs

· Peer marking can be a valuable exercise, pupils find it helpful in understanding how criteria are met and tend to be very positive in their 
response and feedback 
· Try a series of books called ‘A teachers Dozen’ which link Christian stories to SEAL assembly themes: www.twelvebaskets.co.uk.
Special thanks to NATRE/REtoday for the following:

· ‘SEN in RE’ is a FREE RESOURCE packed with ideas for this particular area and includes 2 exemplar units [Shabbat – Judaism and Impermanence – Buddhism] as well as guidance on how to decide what to teach. It stems from the work of Anne Krisman and is available as a free download from: www.natre.org.uk
· Competition – Spirited Poetry – this follows on from the highly successful Spirited Art Competition and has a closing date of 1 December 2008 so there is time to work on this during the current term. There are 5 categories [I am, Mystery of Life, Windows of the Soul, Looking for God and Questions, questions]. Go to www.natre.org.uk/spiritdarts for details

· Primary – FREE RESOURCES, you may already have the first issue of the new termly publication ‘Primary Subjects’ entitled ‘Making every child matter’ and the second issue ‘Gifted and Talented’ will be available this month. Information from: ww.natre.org.uk

· An important opportunity to have your views heard via NATRE’s Teachers’ survey which aims to work with teachers to improve the capacity for RE over the next few years. To take part follow the website link to an online survey tool and take 10-15 minutes to complete: www.natre.org.uk
Secondary Curriculum Update
Dave Francis continues his work with this extensive initiative and is happy to support any groups of RE teachers interested in being updated on developments. As well as this personal support you can access current information via the following websites: QCA – http://curriculum.qca.org.uk Support materials – www.newsecondarycurriculum.org and NATRE support materials at – www.natre.org.uk/secondary.
Primary Curriculum Review

Just a reminder about how important it is for you to let your opinions be heard and contribute to this review with a planned launch for 2011. It is essential that RE has a place in all 6 learning areas so please take time to complete the online consultant questionnaire to be found at www.primaryreview.org.uk.

Visits, Feedback and Sign in

Please don’t forget to sign the visitor’s book provided at each place you take pupils – the information builds a picture of how these valuable resources are being used and SACRE is keen to use this information as an indicator of our schools’ interest in and commitment to Community Cohesion.

There has been a very positive response from North Somerset teachers and pupils who have been able to visit the Mosque at Totterdown and the Hindu Temple in Church Street, Bristol. Please try to build a visit into your programme and you will find it bolsters interest in the subject and often plays a part in encouraging pupils to take the subject on to exam level.

READY REFERENCE: UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2008
WEB SUPPORT FOR AMV for updates to the AMV scheme of work and further agreed syllabus guidance at: www.n-somerset.gov.uk/amv.

THE RE:QUEST WEBSITE contains specific links to the AMV syllabus. Go to: www.request.org.uk/teachers/syllabus/awareness/aware01.htm.

MAJOR RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS: www.culham.ac.uk/tvr/festcalendar.php.

TEACHING HUMANISM The British Humanist Association has launched a new website: www.humanismforschools.org.uk featuring six ‘toolkits’ of resources, each containing a slideshow of videos and other content, supported by notes for teachers and student worksheets suitable for secondary use. This is a particularly welcome and valuable resource so please explore!

TEACHERS TV  Resources to support Primary RE! Several 15 minute programmes can be found at: www.teachers.tv/video/browser/1014/810.
SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS

For all speakers, please make arrangements to cover their expenses and any fees directly with the individuals involved.

BUDDHISM

· Mike Keogh (Friends of the Western Buddhist Order [FWBO]): NEW tel. 07775 928722; NEW email michael.s.keogh@googlemail.com. FWBO: www.bristol-buddhist-centre.org. 

· Paula-Boudica Brightwell: (Nichiren Daishonin) tel. 01458 443275 or 07952 409024.

· The Amitabha Buddhist Centre in Bristol. Please contact: Kelsang Rak-Ma, Education Programme Co-ordinator: info@meditationbristol.org or see: www.meditationinbristol.org.
· Lam Rim Tibetan: www.lamrim.org.uk/lrb_info.htm.

· Sakya Tibetan: www.dechen.org/centres/southwest/bristol.html.
CHRISTIANITY

· Sylvia Staddon (Weston-super-Mare School Prayer Network) – database of church leaders and members who visit for assemblies. Tel: 01934 514614 or email jonsyl@supanet.com for details. 

· For Christian churches see: www.findachurch.co.uk/index.html. 

· Mike Strange, manager of the RE:Quest website, may also be available to talk to staff or work with pupils on using the site. Email: m_strange@sky.com.

· Carol Baillie has spent time with the Christian evangelical Ramabai Mukti Mission in India and is happy to speak in assembly or to groups of pupils about her experiences. Please contact her to discuss: carolbaillie@yahoo.com.
HINDUISM
· Dhirashanta Das [ISKON] Tel: 01566 786965 Email: dhirasanta@aol.com.

· Hindu Temple, 163b Church Road, Redfield, Bristol, BS5 9LA .Tel: 0117 935 1007 – visits for pupils of all ages. Email Panditji (the priest at the Temple) at panditji@bristolhindutemple.co.uk. To find out more about school visits to the Temple see the website: www.bristolhindutemple.co.uk/Community.htm?.

ISLAM
· Mr Farooq A. Siddique, Community Development Officer, Bristol Muslim Cultural Society, 101A St. Marks road, Easton, Bristol BS5 6HY. Tel. and Fax: 0117 939 2559 Email: bmcs@bmcs.org.uk. Website: www.bmcs.org.uk . Office opening times are Mon-Fri 9.30am to 5pm but please note that the office is closed during Muslim prayer times, lunch-hour [1.30-2.30] and at weekends.

· Hassan Morrison of the Islamic Awareness and Education Project [IAEP], 146 Southmead, Chippenham SN14 0SB. Tel: 08707 607471 Email: info@islam4schools.com.

JUDAISM

· Progressive Synagogue, Bannerman Road, Bristol. Please contact Effie Romaine: effie_romaine@blueyonder.co.uk.

· Robin and Arnold Kanarek Tel:01935 263667 Email: rkanarek@homecall.co.uk.

· Mrs Jane Silver-Corren is available for assemblies/INSET and sessions start at £35 per hour but please be aware that, having young children, she may have to cover child-care costs as well. Tel:01308 459320.

SIKHISM
· Gurdial Singh is available to visit schools and/or arrange visits to a Gurdwara in Bristol. Tel: 0117 956 6976 or 07981 130188 Email: gurdial.singh@fsmail.net.
Contact: 
Dave Francis – North Somerset Associate Religious Adviser
           Tel: 01275 884034 
Fax: 01275 884058 
                      E-mail:mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk 
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