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North Somerset Youth Fund – Information for Supporting Adults
Although the principle of the youth opportunity fund and youth capital fund is that it should be driven by young people in terms of being young people’s ideas, young people applying for funds and young people making decisions, we recognise that most groups of young people will need some support in developing their ideas and putting them into an application. For this reason, we have introduced the idea of the ‘supporting adult’.

The main responsibilities of the supporting adult are:

· Helping young people come up with ideas

· Helping young people to put these ideas into a plan

· Assisting with the completion of the application form

· Providing information which young people need to complete the application form

· Helping young people to develop realistic projects and ‘managing expectations’

· Providing any additional information requested by the funding panel

· Supporting young people in the event that their application is unsuccessful

Additionally, the supporting adult can provide a covering letter offering additional information if this is felt appropriate and agreed by the young people. This should not repeat the information contained in the application but may, for example, provide information about the organisation the young people are involved with.

In the event that the application is successful, it is expected that the supporting adult will:

· Sign the funding agreement/contract agreeing to the terms and conditions of the funding

· Ensure that young people are actively involved in managing the project, including making decisions about how the money is spent and how the project will move forward

· Ensure any information is gathered to enable the project report is submitted with the required information and on time
· Enable the young people involved to receive some form of accreditation for their involvement in the project.

· Ensure that the funding panel is informed if there are any significant changes to the project.

At the end of the project, a project report will need to be submitted. Although young people are expected to be fully involved in the production of the report, it is the responsibility of the supporting adult to provide the information and submit the report. 
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