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NORTH SOMERSET’S ASSOCIATE ADVISER FOR RE
Dave Francis, North Somerset’s Associate Adviser for RE, is continuing to work as National Subject Lead for the roll-out of the new secondary curriculum for CfBT, NATRE and RE Today, but now has sufficient time to resume his SACRE and RE duties for North Somerset. Many thanks to Brenda Codd for covering these duties in his absence. 

As part of his contract for the Summer Term, Dave is offering a FREE consultancy session to work with headteachers and/or RE subject leaders to complete a self-evaluation of RE. To take advantage of this offer contact Dave by email: mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk. The toolkit for self-evaluation of RE continues to be available from the Better RE website: http://betterre.reonline.org.uk/lead_manage/toolkit.php/.
For the new secondary curriculum, Dave has produced two new videos, both available at www.newsecondarycurriculum.org > ‘New best practice videos’ or on the NATRE website at: www.natre.org.uk/secondary/video.php. They are:

· Personalising Learning in RE;

· Transition from KS2 to KS3: linking RE with Literacy and ICT.

Case studies showing how RE can feature effectively in the new secondary curriculum can also be found on the NATRE site.
RE CO-ORDINATORS’ CONFERENCE

This year’s RE conference for Primary RE, held in conjunction with the Diocese of Bath & Wells, will be held on Tuesday 19 May 2009 at the Bishop’s Palace, Wells.

Course leaders Pauline Dodds, David Williams and Dave Francis will introduce the latest information on developments in religious education, SIAS and training.

The keynote speaker will be David Hampshire, the RE Adviser for Cornwall, who will also be leading a workshop about Judaism and David Allinson, Deputy Headteacher at St Vigor & St John Primary School, Chilcompton, who will lead a workshop on the creative curriculum.
Only a few places are left on this conference. Details and application forms have already been sent to schools from the Diocese, but if you have not received yours please apply to Jayne Brown (Courses), Education Department, The Old Deanery, Wells, Somerset BA5 2UG. Tel: 01749 670777 or Email: Jayne.brown@bathwells.anglican.org. Alternatively a form is available to download from: www.bathandwells.org.uk. The fee for the course is £95.

CLUSTER MEETING FOCUS AND UPDATE
RE Network/Cluster Meetings 

Times and venues for this term’s meetings are listed below. Do feel free to attend any of the meetings, even if it is not in your area.
This term’s KS1&2 RE cluster meetings will follow up on the ideas for a Cross-Curricular Approach started in previous meetings and look at activities for exploring worship in RE lessons. At the Backwell, Clevedon and Nailsea and Churchill meetings we will also have an introduction by Christina Bramble to her workshops about Indian culture and religions. The Gordano & St Katherine’s and Worle & South Weston meetings will also contain some activity ideas relating to the Hindu home and shrine.
The KS3&4 Network meeting this term will feature Clare Wherrett, an RE specialist from Edexcel, who will present the latest GCSE support materials: resources, including ActiveTeach, and online diagnostic assessment tools, as well as information on how to get direct access to advisors and examiners, free online training, and interactive online events. Improve your results this summer!
We will also hear about support for G&T pupils and how RE might feature in the ‘Find Your Talent’ programme.

There will be opportunities in all network meetings to share teaching ideas.

Backwell, Clevedon and Nailsea Cluster

Wednesday 3 June: 3.45 – 5.15 pm at Mary Elton Primary School, Clevedon, BS21 7YL.
Churchill Cluster

Wednesday 10 June: 4.00 - 5.30 pm at Burrington Primary School, BS40 7AD.
Gordano and St Katherine’s Cluster

Thursday 2 June: 3.45 – 5.15 pm at Trinity Primary School, Marjoram Way,
Portishead, BS20 7JF.
Worle and South Weston Cluster

Thursday 18 June: 3.45 - 5.15 pm at Mendip Green First School, Worle, BS22 0EX.
Secondary and Special Schools Cluster

Thursday 11 June: at Worle Community School, Redwing Drive, Worle, BS22 8XX (Classroom L17) 4.00 – 5.30 pm.
REVIEW OF THE “JEWISH WAY OF LIFE” CD-ROM
Brenda Codd, former Head of RE at Ladymead Community School, reviews this resource that has been sent to all North Somerset schools: 

I can certainly endorse this free resource for use in schools in North Somerset, and concur with the Director of Professional Services of RE Today, Rosemary Rivett, who says that the CD-ROM “is an essential resource for anyone teaching or learning about Judaism”. Having spent some time looking at every aspect of the CD-ROM I can see that it does give a view of fairly mainstream practice of Jews in Britain which can help students appreciate the diverse nature of Judaism throughout the world. For example, where beliefs are essentially similar, the practices are varied according to the cultural location of the Jewish community. 

Although aimed at Key Stage 2, parts of the CD-ROM could enhance pupils’ understanding in some of the KS1 and KS3 units. The content is compatible with our Agreed Syllabus, Awareness, Mystery and Value, and contains relevant information and varied activities, some of which are interactive and ideally suited to whiteboard work. These could be used as “starters” to a lesson, e.g., laying the Sabbath table or Pesach meal, or building a Sukkah.  There are also practical activities like making a Mezuzah or festival cards. The material could be easily adapted to suit pupils of different ages and aptitudes. The CD-ROM is clearly structured and can be used at an individual or class level. 

There are three sections: (1) Who we are; (2) What we do; (3) What we believe. Each section is broken down into specific areas. The menus are varied and offer detailed information, so teachers could target a particular topic or activity without having to watch the whole section; especially useful in lesson planning!

Suggested connections with the Agreed Syllabus (AMV):

Section1 Who We Are

	KS1
	KS2
	KS3

	Unit 4 Friends, Family & Community
	Unit 12 What’s it like To Be A Jew?
	Unit 4 Belonging, Belief & Identity


Section 2 What We Do
	KS1
	KS2
	KS3

	Unit 2 Festivals & Celebrations
	Unit 12 What’s it like To Be A Jew?
	Unit 6 Keeping the Rules

	Unit 5 Milestones
	
	


Section 3 What We Believe
	KS1
	KS2
	KS3

	Unit 3 Special Books
	Unit 12 What’s it like To Be A Jew?
	Unit 2 Human Beings & the Environment

	Unit 5 Milestones
	
	Unit 4 Belonging, Belief & Identity

	Unit 6 Rules & Choices
	
	Unit 6 Keeping the Rules


USING FILM IN RE

An interesting resource being developed for using popular films in the classroom can be found at http://www.filmeducation.org. Although the teachers notes for the films currently being featured do not directly include RE as yet, you may like to make use of featured clips of such films as ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ to engage in cross-curricular work on the Holocaust or to illustrate aspects of ‘belonging, belief and identity’. 

For one particular Christian view of the film, see, e.g., the last few paragraphs of Tony Watkins analysis on Damaris’ ‘Culture Watch’ website at:  http://www.damaris.org/content/content.php?type=5&id=724

This article argues that ‘objective morality’ is required to prevent future ‘holocausts’, and that ‘ultimately… it must come from God’. This might be the basis for a good discussion about how religious beliefs might effect people’s behaviour.

HOW TO PROMOTE RE

NATRE has just produced four short videos explaining the nature, purpose and value of RE in schools. They are available to view and download from www.natre.org.uk/.

· What is RE? explores how skilful and creative primary RE can help the personal development of children. 

· What do you know about RE? is a myth-busting guide to what secondary school RE is really like – and the impact it can have on students.

· Subject choices presents the inside story of RS as an exam subject.

· RE in the curriculum provides the key information about the place of RE and its contribution to whole-school priorities.

The NATRE Local Groups Newsletter reports that, once launched, a series of support materials will be added to provide suggestions for using the videos in a variety of contexts. 

In addition, the REC’s new online Media Toolkit provides practical advice to RE teachers on how to generate positive stories about their work with young people. 

The downloadable document contains instructions on what generates a positive story in religious education, the way in which an RE teacher can write a press release, and sample press releases and images. 

The Toolkit also provides advice about what consent forms to use with parents, ways by which the media can be talked to, and how to avoid media pitfalls. Advice about school policies on media relations, and ways to work with senior management when dealing with the media are also suggested.

Download from: www.religiouseducationcouncil.org.
ONLINE RESOURCES FOR BUDDHISM

The International Buddhist Society of Pennsylvania (Theravada) has recently produced a FREE resource at: www.pabuddhistvihara.net/FOR_KIDS. 
Although aimed at Buddhist families or leaders of Buddhist faith groups for children, you may like to use the illustrations and stories to support units of the agreed syllabus. 
For example, at Key Stage 2, the unit on ‘Writings’ includes the learning opportunity for pupils to ‘consider the moral message(s) within different stories and their relevance to people’s lives’. To illustrate this you could use the stories of Siddhartha’s birth and about his compassion for all beings (chapters 1 & 2). 

For Key Stage 3, you could use chapters 21 & 22 about the Buddha’s monks to address the learning opportunity in the ‘Where’s the Answer?’ unit about ‘the range of meaning attached to texts and teachings, including meaning for today’.
In the UK, the Clear Vision Trust produces audio-visual resources for teachers. The Trust’s latest product is ‘The Life of the Buddha interactive’, for KS2&3. Seven chapters contain questions, short illustrated story videos and activities to be done on computer or elsewhere. The videos are extracted from their ‘Living Buddhism for KS3’ DVD. A sample of the material can be viewed at: www.clear-vision.org/Teachers/LOB.aspx.
SHARING GOOD PRACTICE

· The Education Officers at St Mary Redcliffe Church, Bristol, have produced an excellent Trail for children to follow when they visit.


· See Christian Aid ‘Transformers’ for RE lessons and assemblies. For more details go to: learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/primary/transformer.aspx

· The Stapleford Centre produces Bible story bags, Bibles, FS-KS2 resources,  CD-ROMs, bereavement resources, and runs courses on Christianity for schools. See www.stapleford-centre.org/ for details.

· For new FREE guides to world faiths, written by academics (about 25 pages each): www.prs.heacademy.ac.uk/publications/faith_guides.html.

READY REFERENCE: UPDATE APRIL 2009
North Somerset SACRE’s artefact collections are held at St Georges CofE/Methodist VA Primary School (tel. 01934 426901) and Mary Elton Community Primary School, Clevedon (tel. 01275 876432).

WEB SUPPORT FOR AMV for updates to the AMV scheme of work and further agreed syllabus guidance at: www.n-somerset.gov.uk/amv.

THE RE:QUEST WEBSITE contains specific links to the AMV syllabus. Go to: www.request.org.uk/teachers/syllabus/awareness/aware01.htm.

MAJOR RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS: www.culham.ac.uk/tvr/festcalendar.php.

TEACHING HUMANISM The British Humanist Association has launched a new website: www.humanismforschools.org.uk. 

TEACHERS TV Resources to support Primary RE! Several 15 minute programmes can be found at: www.teachers.tv/video/browser/1014/810.

SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS

For all speakers, please make arrangements to cover their expenses and any fees directly with the individuals involved.

BUDDHISM

· Mike Keogh (Friends of the Western Buddhist Order [FWBO]): NEW tel. 07775 928722; NEW email michael.s.keogh@googlemail.com. FWBO: www.bristol-buddhist-centre.org. 

· Paula-Boudica Brightwell: (Nichiren Daishonin) tel. 01458 443275 or 07952 409024.

· The Amitabha Buddhist Centre in Bristol. Please contact: Kelsang Rak-Ma, Education Programme Co-ordinator: info@meditationbristol.org or see: www.meditationinbristol.org.
· Lam Rim Tibetan: www.lamrim.org.uk/lrb_info.htm.

· Sakya Tibetan: www.dechen.org/centres/southwest/bristol.html.
CHRISTIANITY

· Sylvia Staddon (Weston-super-Mare School Prayer Network) – database of church leaders and members who visit for assemblies. Tel: 01934 514614 or email jonsyl@supanet.com for details. 

· For Christian churches see: www.findachurch.co.uk/index.html. 

· Mike Strange, manager of the RE:Quest website, may also be available to talk to staff or work with pupils on using the site. Email: m_strange@sky.com.

· Carol Baillie has spent time with the Christian evangelical Ramabai Mukti Mission in India and is happy to speak in assembly or to groups of pupils about her experiences. Please contact her to discuss: carolbaillie@yahoo.com.
HINDUISM
· Dhirashanta Das [ISKON] Tel: 01566 786965 Email: dhirasanta@aol.com.

· Hindu Temple, 163b Church Road, Redfield, Bristol, BS5 9LA .Tel: 0117 935 1007 – visits for pupils of all ages. Email Panditji Kamlesh Vyas (the priest at the Temple) at panditji@bristolhindutemple.co.uk. To find out more about school visits to the Temple see the website: www.bristolhindutemple.co.uk/Community.htm?.

ISLAM
· Mr Farooq A. Siddique, Community Development Officer, Bristol Muslim Cultural Society, 101A St. Marks Road, Easton, Bristol BS5 6HY. Tel. and Fax: 0117 939 2559. Email: bmcs@bmcs.org.uk. Website: www.bmcs.org.uk . Office opening times are Mon-Fri 9.30am to 5pm but please note that the office is closed during Muslim prayer times, lunch-hour [1.30-2.30] and at weekends.

· Hassan Morrison of the Islamic Awareness and Education Project [IAEP], 146 Southmead, Chippenham SN14 0SB. Tel: 08707 607471 Email: info@islam4schools.com.

JUDAISM

· New contact! Exeter Synagogue, Synagogue Place, Mary Arches Street,
Exeter, EX4 3BA. They prefer age 8+, and charge £1 per pupil per visit.   Contact Dr Paul Newgass, (President, Exeter Synagogue), tel: 01392 251529 or email: paulnewgass@btinternet.com. Dr Newgass will also visit your school to talk about the Holocaust.
· Progressive Synagogue, Bannerman Road, Bristol. Please contact Effie Romaine: effie_romaine@blueyonder.co.uk.

· Robin and Arnold Kanarek Tel:01935 263667 Email: rkanarek@homecall.co.uk. 

· Mrs Jane Silver-Corren is available for assemblies / INSET. Sessions start at £35 per hour plus some child-care costs. Tel: 01308 459320 or email janesilvercorren@gmail.com.
SIKHISM
· Gurdial Singh is available to visit schools and/or arrange visits to a Gurdwara in Bristol. Tel: 0117 956 6976 or 07981 130188 Email: gurdial.singh@fsmail.net.

Contact: 
Dave Francis – North Somerset Associate RE Adviser
           Tel: 01275 884034 
Fax: 01275 884058 
                      E-mail:mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk [image: image23.png]
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