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North Somerset School Admissions Forum

Monday 15th September, 2008, 

10:00 – 12noon at The Campus, WsM
Present

Tess Robinson (Chair) (TR)
Sally Varley (SV)
Sue Calvert (SC)
Jeremy Watt (JW)
Tony Pearle (TP)
Bill McEntee (BM)
Julie Fox (JF)
Gillian Quick (GQ)
Tim Pollock (TP2)
Barry Wratten (BW)
Pam Kelly (PK)

Anne Kemp (AK)

Chris Hustwick (CH)

Diocese of Bath & Wells

NSC, School Organisation and Access Manager

Bath & North East Somerset Council

Deputy Head of Childrens Education Advisory Service (MoD)

NSC School Organisation Manager
NSC School Admissions Policy Officer

Herons' Moor Community Primary School

Worlebury St Paul's C of E First School

Somerset C.C. – School Admissions

Churchill School/SHINS

NSC Childcare, Learning & Play

NSC District Councillor

Governor Services Manager

1.
Apologies and Introductions

Elvis Johnson, Eufron Parry, Lynne Packer, David Gradwell, Sarah Griffiths & Sandra Medley
2.
Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 7th July 2008 were agreed as a correct record.
3.
Matters arising

a) Long Ashton – SV reported that a review of school places in the Long Ashton area was ongoing with a view to exploring the possibility of expanding Birdwell School.

b) Nailsea – SV reported that following consideration, it had been agreed not to reorganise schools in Nailsea at this time.

c) Congresbury – SV reported that following a trigger for change, the statutory process to re-join Glebe Infant School and St Andrew’s Junior School had been started.
4.
Membership
TR reported that she and BM would be meeting with Church Representatives in the near future and it was hoped that a Roman Catholic representative could be identified and recruited to the Forum. ACTION TR & BM 

JW  (CEAS) enquired about the number of service children residing in North Somerset. If there were relatively few, then JW would limit his attendance at NSC Forum meetings. BM indicated that he would provide this information to JW. ACTION BM 
5.
Admissions Forum Remit

The Admission Forum was required, annually, to review the Forum’s remit. It was agreed that any amendments etc. should be sent to Tony Pearle – ACTION ALL
6.
Consultation on Draft Admission Arrangements
BM outlined the process governing consultation on draft Admission Arrangements explaining that it was an annual requirement to seek the Forum’s approval to commence consultation. BM took Forum members through the documentation and highlighted areas where changes/updates had been made. 

It was agreed that if letters requesting school places were inadvertently sent to church schools, that schools would be asked to provide evidence of the date the letter was received. It was agreed that BM would tighten up the wording in the Admission Booklets – ACTION BM
In terms of a date for second allocations, BM welcomed comments from neighbouring Authorities – ACTION NEIGHBOURING AUTHORITIES

It was also reported that a request had been received to bring the village of Bleadon into the first geographical area of Broadoak School. BM reported that he would be attending a meeting with Bleadon Parish Council and will report back to the Forum in due course – ACTION BM
In terms of any other amendments, it was agreed that any suggestions should be sent to BM no later than 1st October.

7.
Consultation on Draft Co-ordinated Schemes
BM outlined the process governing consultation on draft co-ordinated schemes explaining that it was an annual requirement to seek the Forums’ approval to commence consultation. After consideration, the Forum gave its approval. 

8. Admissions Code of Practice

SV Circulated a draft response (copy filed with minutes) to be made on behalf of the council. Any further comments for inclusion should be sent to SV by 26th September, 2008 – ACTION ALL 
9.
Provision of Education at Worlebury St Paul’s School
It was reported that as part of North Somerset Council’s School Organisation Plan, all through Primary provision would be established wherever and whenever possible.
In the area of Weston Super Mare, there were 3 first schools and one junior school. The Local Authority was investigating ways in which to secure all through Primary provision in Weston Super Mare some time in the future.

An opportunity had arisen at Worlebury St Paul’s School to move towards an all through Primary School by a phased retention of its pupils over 3 years resulting in a Yr R – Yr 6 school. This would have an impact specifically upon St Martin’s School. 

The Forum was asked to support the proposals to allow the Governing Body at Worlebury St Paul’s School to publish notices to extend the school. After consideration, the Forum agreed to the proposals.  
10.
Admission Forum Report Update 
The working Group was progressing work and were on course to produce a first draft 
by 6th October following which it would be circulated for comments. 
11. School Organisation/Capital Programme 
SV reported that a response to the submission to the DCSF was still awaited.

.
12. Adjudicators Report on 2009/10 Policies
BM reported that this was the first time LA’s were required to submit all policies to the Schools Adjudicator. The Forum was very pleased to learn that there were no major issues with any North Somerset School.

The Forum wished to formally record its thanks to Bill McEntee for the very considerable amount of work he had done in achieving this outcome.

13.
Parent Guides– 2009/10

BM took the forum through the changes that had been made to the Parent Guides. Any comments etc. should be forwarded to BM as soon as possible
14.
School Term and Holiday Dates 2010/11 Consultation

TP took Forum members through this item indicating that it was an annual 
requirement to consult on School Term and Holiday dates. Forum Members were 
advised that the consultation ran until 28th November.
15. Date & time of next meetings

Monday 24 November 2008, 10-12:00pm at the Campus, Weston super Mare

Monday 19 January 2009, 10-12pm Milton Room, Four Oaks, Nailsea


Monday 9 March 2009, 10-12pm at the Campus, Weston super Mare

Monday 27 April 2009, 10-12pm Jones Room, Four Oaks, Nailsea


Monday 15 June 2009, 10-12pm at the Campus, Weston super Mare
16. AOB 
SV reported that following instructions from the Executive Member, officers were to commence the statutory process to reorganise schools in the Winford/Felton and Clevedon areas. 
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