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NEW SYLLABUS BEGINS THIS TERM!

The website for our new locally agreed syllabus, Awareness, Mystery and Value (AMV) 2011 (http://amv.somerset.gov.uk/) contains all the information you need to begin teaching RE using the enquiry-based approach.  
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Awareness, Mystery and Value 2011

Search our site
Enter keyword: Go The Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education
in Bath and North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and Somerset
Home - - .
Requirements
Syllabus

‘The materials on this website help you to review or create your own scheme of work for RE, in line with the requirements of
Awareness, Mystery and Value (AMV).

L Al the materials on this site are copyright to Somerset and North Somerset Councils and have been approved by the Standing
Advisory Councils on RE (SACRES) for Bath & Norih East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and Somerset.
Othr Local Authority SACRES interested in adopling this syllabus should, in the first instance, contact the Somerset SACRE Clerk
and request further defals: sacre@somerse. gov.uk
Home

Bath & North East
Somerset Council
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The site consists of two main sorts of document: (a) those relating to statutory requirements (in red) and (b) those that are intended as guidance (in blue).

Those of you who have attended the training sessions will know that the structure of the syllabus is identical to the previous one, that is, all the units are given a twin focus, selected from the six areas of enquiry in RE. 
Subject leaders should familiarise themselves with the introductory pages as these outline the reasons for new aspects of the syllabus and provide a context for the enquiry-based approach of the AMV 2011. In particular, take a look at the requirements for assessment.  There is a complete guide to the ‘how’, ‘where’, ‘why’ and ‘what’ of assessment in RE that may be accessed from there. 

New support materials are being added all the time, including additional sample schemes of learning; though teachers may like to make use of schemes from the previous syllabus for ideas. RE Today Schemes of work can also be adapted for AMV. These may be purchased from the RE Today webshop. Each unit costs £8, but if you would like a 25% discount please email me for a discount code.

Help is also available in the form of training for subject leaders and all staff involved in teaching RE. Amongst the types of training on offer from Dave Francis:

· review and report on RE and/or collective worship in your school;
· observe, support and work alongside individual teachers in the classroom;
· lead INSET on RE and/or collective worship for all staff or smaller groups, and on making most effective use of our new agreed syllabus;
· train staff in developing their own knowledge and understanding of the main world religions and belief systems;
· help to draw up collective worship and RE policy documents and/or units of work;
· assist in preparing for (or responding to) Ofsted inspection;
· arrange school visits to places of worship and other relevant locations for field work in RE;
· demonstrate active learning techniques and appropriate resources for RE;
· deliver presentations on RE and/or collective worship to governors, parents and the wider school community;

· advise on issues arising from the interface between religion and school life, for example in connection with diet and dress.
SACRE SEMINAR: Resourcing RE and Collective Worship

This year’s SACRE conference for school governors, headteachers and SACRE members will focus on the most effective ways to ensure that RE and collective worship are well resourced for a real impact on children’s learning and their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

The seminar features presentations from Dave Francis and Helen Harrison. Dave is North Somerset’s Associate Adviser for RE and he will be introducing key resourcing points for headteachers and governors relating to the new agreed syllabus for RE. 

Helen, Lancashire’s SACRE consultant for the past eight years, will lead workshops on resourcing engaging and effective RE in the classroom and how schools can fulfil their responsibility to deliver appropriate and inclusive collective worship. She will bring a wealth of expertise to the seminar, including her extensive work with a wide range of faith communities and her passionate advocacy of children’s voices.
The seminar will take place at The Campus, Highlands Lane, Weston-super-Mare, BS24 7DX on Tuesday 1 November 2011 from 9.00 am to 1.00 pm. Details and booking via CPD online: http://nsomersetcpd.webbased.co.uk/ > search “SACRE”. 

9/11 EDUCATION PROGRAMME LAUNCHED

Where were you on the 11th September 2001? Most adults will remember very clearly where they were when the news came through about the attacks on the USA. But most teenagers in school now will have been infants at the time. During the last few months Dave Francis been working with colleagues in RE and other subjects to produce a new website to help young people understand the causes and consequences of 9/11. The site was given a full page of coverage in the TES at the start of term. The site is now live at www.911educationprogramme.co.uk/.   
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The web resource is a product of the 9 11 London Project, a new apolitical and non-denominational UK educational charity which has been set up to ensure that the legacy of 9/11 is one that 'builds hope from tragedy'. 
Lesson ideas for secondary age students of Art & Design, Citizenship, English & Drama, History and RE are provided on the website. 
The material for all subjects emphasises the importance of dialogue, understanding and compassion. It was written in the light of an extensive research period in which teachers, students and educational experts took part in workshops, surveys, focus groups and meetings. The resulting web-based resource has been produced in conjunction with the Institute of Education, London University and EdComs, a company specialising in the production of educational websites and resources.
E-BACC AFTERMATH: SACRE WRITING
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In the wake of Michael Gove’s decision not to include religious studies in the English Baccalaureate (E-Bacc) measures for examination results this year, North Somerset SACRE’s Chair, Cllr Tony Moulin, is writing to headteachers and governors of secondary schools to remind them of their continuing legal responsibility to provide RE for all pupils. 
 
‘We have a new agreed syllabus in North Somerset and we want schools to use it effectively. RE is an absolutely vital part of the curriculum, particularly for teenagers who are starting to work out what is important in life,’ said Cllr Moulin. ‘We need every school to be providing RE so that pupils can learn from the inspirational people they study. Modern RE is a proper academic subject, teaching pupils how to understand the role played by religions and beliefs in the world today.’
 
Cllr Moulin said that it was disappointing that the arguments for RE’s inclusion in the list of E-Bacc subjects had not resulted in a change of policy, but he welcomed the government’s Qualifications Policy Division statement that, ‘The fact that religious education is a statutory part of the basic curriculum, and that all maintained schools, by law, must provide it for all children throughout their schooling, is its key strength. The head teacher of a school, its governors, and the local authority, remain responsible for ensuring that all maintained schools provide this. Where any school is not meeting its statutory duty in this area the matter can be raised with the head teacher and, if necessary, a formal complaint can be made to the governing body. The English Baccalaureate provides absolutely no excuse for any school to fail to meet this statutory duty and Ministers expect every school in practice to do this.’
 
Cllr Moulin said that he hoped that the new North Somerset agreed syllabus would help schools to provide an excellent standard of religious education that would be of benefit to young people and to society.

In the meantime readers of this newsletter might like to check out the e-Petition that’s been started on Directgov at http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/129
THE LEARNING EXCHANGE AND SUPPORT FOR RE IN NORTH SOMERSET 

There will be one RE twilight meeting this term for Primary RE and one for Secondary RE, offered via North Somerset’s Learning Exchange.

Details of these meetings will be sent to schools through the Noticeboard Bulletin and through direct email to those already on this Newsletter circulation list.

 HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY: 27 JANUARY 2012

This coming year’s theme for Holocaust Memorial Day asks us all to Speak Up, Speak Out to create a safer, better future. According to the HMD website, ‘The theme asks us to think about the rights, responsibility and duty we all have to speak up when we see or hear something which we believe to be wrong.’ See www.speakupnow.org.uk/ for details. Further HMD 2012 resources will be available later this year at http://education.hmd.org.uk/.

A four-part course for two students, aged 16-19, from your school or college, called The Lessons from Auschwitz Project, is on offer from the Holocaust Education Trust. 

For details go to www.lfaproject.org.uk. 

See also a website aiming help Key Stage 3 students understand the Holocaust at http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/ks3/.  The website contains interviews with Jewish survivors as well as an introduction to aspects of Jewish life and religion. The resource includes ideas for cross-topic teaching themes, an extensive bank of film and images cleared for use in educational settings and an interactive timeline that offers insights from over 100 years of related information. 
SACRE VACANCIES

North Somerset SACRE currently has vacancies for a VOICE representative on the teachers’ group and for Buddhist, Jewish and Greek Orthodox Community representatives on the religious denominations group. If you would like to help with the work of SACRE please contact the clerk, Debbie Freeman at debbie.freeman@n-somerset.gov.uk. 
SHAP CALENDARS: 2011-12 AVAILABLE NOW 

The Shap Calendar of Religious Festivals is now available by email, at a reduced charge of £3.50 (£2.50 for bulk orders). This emailed version includes the Calendar Booklet and three pages of the former laminated version, each covering six months, in A4 page format (replacing the former A2 Wallchart). Accompanying these versions of the Calendar, are 12 of David Rose’s superb colour photographs (with captions) that will each serve to illustrate one of the relevant festivals. Request your copy by emailing calendar@shapworkingparty.org.uk. 

NEW RESOURCES FOR TEACHING CHRISTIANITY AT GCSE 

Secondary schools should also look out for the new ‘Reflections’ DVD from RE:Quest. This free resource has been sent to every UK secondary school in time for the start of the autumn term. It supports the main topics covered in GCSE Religious Studies. These, together with the extended interviews and supporting activities, are now available online at www.request.org.uk. “I wish I’d had these interviews when we studied this topic!” GCSE RE teacher.
CPD4RE – A new professional development course for RE

Launched this month, a new professional development course for RE teachers. Developed from the highly successful TeachRE Booster course which provides graduates from all disciplines with knowledge and understanding of the belief traditions in the UK, the new course for teachers will provide expert help and guidance in gaining knowledge not only in Christianity, but also nine other belief traditions in the UK. Supported by RE professionals, the course is certificated by the Culham Institute in Oxford and costs a very affordable £195.

Should a trainee wish to progress further, there is also an Advanced Certificate and Diploma. The Advanced Certificate addresses an in-depth study of Christianity and Pedagogies. The Diploma, three further modules in Philosophy of RE, Management of RE, and Assessment.

One mature 43 year old trainee recently reported - “Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to participate in the course …..I know I had my doubts, as did you, but it has really boosted my confidence in terms of researching and writing academic work. I graduated in 1992 and have done no religious research since then and my self-confidence was low as I approached the PGCE course start date. The Booster Course has helped me believe that it is possible for me to undertake academic research again. Thanks once again, Andrea”.

For further information or for a chat about the course, contact Deborah Elwine on Deborah.elwine@CPD4RE.org.uk or visit www.CPD4RE.org.uk 

MA IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT THE INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
The Institute of Education reports that it has had approval to run its MA in RE as an online course. Tutors at the Institute offer encouragement and support to:

· strengthen your professional practice and career prospects;
· reflect critically upon the principles and ideas that relate to policy and professional practice;
· deepen your understanding of contemporary issues, debates and developments in Religious Education.
The MA in Religious Education is offered as part of an MA in Education, comprising studies in Citizenship, History OR Religious Education and can be started in October or January. More details are available from the programme administrator, Alison Slade: A.Slade@ioe.ac.uk or 020 7612 6740) or from the Institute’s website.
READY REFERENCE: UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2011
North Somerset SACRE’s artefact collections are held at St Georges CofE/Methodist VA Primary School (tel. 01934 426901) and Mary Elton Community Primary School, Clevedon (tel. 01275 876432).

WEB SUPPORT FOR AMV for new agreed syllabus requirements and guidance go to http://amv.somerset.gov.uk/. The old AMV schemes of work and guidance are now included in the new site.
Please note that the new ONLINE SELF-EVALUATION TOOLKIT is now available at: http://betterre.reonline.org.uk/lead_manage_sef/intro.php This includes the option of printing out an RE Improvement Plan based on your answers.

Find out more about the work of SACREs up and down the country via the National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) website at http://www.nasacre.org.uk/ 

THE RE:QUEST WEBSITE contains specific links to the AMV syllabus. Go to: www.request.org.uk/teachers/syllabus/awareness/aware01.htm 

RE CPD HANDBOOK: The DCSF and the RE Council of England and Wales has produced an online CPD Handbook for primary and secondary teachers of RE. In addition to guidance on teaching, learning and assessment in RE, the Handbook includes contributions from teachers, faith communities, advisers, and academics:

www.re-handbook.org.uk 

MAJOR RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS: www.culham.ac.uk/tvr/festcalendar.php 

TEACHERS TV Resources to support Primary RE. Several 15 minute programmes can be found at: www.teachersmedia.co.uk/ 

SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS

For all speakers, please arrange to cover their expenses and any fees directly with the individuals involved. Most communities are happy for you to visit without charge, though you may like to consider making a donation on a ‘per pupil’ basis.

BUDDHISM

· Mike Keogh (Triratna Buddhist Community [Formerly FWBO]): tel. 07775 928722; email michael.s.keogh@googlemail.com  

· Triratna (FWBO) Buddhists in Bristol: www.bristol-buddhist-centre.org 

· Paula-Boudica Brightwell: (Nichiren Daishonin) tel. 01458 443275 or 07952 409024.

· The Amitabha Buddhist Centre in Bristol. Please contact: Kelsang Rak-Ma, Education Programme Co-ordinator: info@meditationbristol.org or see: www.meditationinbristol.org 

· Lam Rim Tibetan: www.lamrim.org.uk/lrb_info.htm 

· Sakya Tibetan: www.dechen.org/centres/southwest/bristol.html 

CHRISTIANITY

· Sylvia Staddon (Weston-super-Mare School Prayer Network) – database of church leaders and members who visit for assemblies. Tel: 01934 514614 or email jonsyl@supanet.com for details. 
· For Christian churches see: www.findachurch.co.uk/index.html 

· Mike Strange, manager of the RE:Quest website, may also be available to talk to staff or work with pupils on using the site. Email: m_strange@sky.com 

HINDUISM
· Dhirashanta Das [ISKCON] Tel: 01566 786965 Email: dhirasanta@aol.com 

· Ganga Devi [ISKCON] Tel: 01761 462161 Email: gailstaveacre@gmail.com 

· Hindu Temple, 163b Church Road, Redfield, Bristol, BS5 9LA .Tel: 0117 935 1007 – visits for pupils of all ages. Email Panditji Kamlesh Vyas (the priest at the Temple) at panditji@bristolhindutemple.co.uk  To find out more about school visits to the Temple see: www.bristolhindutemple.co.uk/Community.htm 

· Please note that Christina Bramble has now moved to West Sussex. 

ISLAM
· Imam Ilyaas Limbada, Yeovil Mosque, 8 Westminster Street / Clarence Street, Yeovil, BA20 1AE. Tel: 01935 412685. Best to email some suggested dates for your visit to: imam_yic@mail.com  The Imam and his wife, Amina, are very pleased to receive school groups to visit the mosque and learn about Islam. 

· Mr Farooq A. Siddique, Community Development Officer, Bristol Muslim Cultural Society, 404 Stapleton Rd., Bristol, BS5 6NQ, 0117 952 1802. Email: bmcs@bmcs.org.uk   Website: www.bmcs.org.uk   Office opening times are Mon-Fri 9.30am to 5pm but please note that the office is closed during Muslim prayer times, lunch-hour [1.30-2.30] and at weekends.

JUDAISM
· Bristol Progressive Synagogue, Bannerman Road, Bristol. Please contact Effie Romaine: effie_romaine@blueyonder.co.uk 

· Exeter Synagogue, Synagogue Place, Mary Arches Street, Exeter, EX4 3BA. They prefer age 8+, and charge £1 per pupil per visit. Contact Dr Paul Newgass, (President, Exeter Synagogue), who will also visit your school to talk about the Holocaust, on: 01392 251529 or email: paulnewgass@btinternet.com 

· Robin and Arnold Kanarek Tel:01935 263667 Email: rkanarek@talktalk.net 

· Mrs Jane Silver-Corren is available for assemblies / INSET. Tel: 01308 459320 or email janesilvercorren@gmail.com
SIKHISM
· Gurdial Singh is available to visit schools and/or arrange visits to a Gurdwara in Bristol. Tel: 0117 956 6976 or 07981 130188 Email: gurdial.singh@fsmail.net
If you would like this Newsletter emailed directly to your inbox, please contact: 

Dave Francis – North Somerset Associate RE Adviser

E-mail: mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk  
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