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Youth Fund

NORTH SOMERSET Council

Children & Young Peoples Services

YOUTH FUND APPLICATION GUIDANCE

What are the Youth Funds?

The Youth Fund (YF) is a sum of money allocated by the Department for Children, Schools and Families to the local authority for the development of services for young people.  

A panel of young people from across North Somerset look at all the applications, make decisions about what should happen and give grants. 

Who can apply?

We welcome applications from groups of young people aged 13 to 19 years (up to 25 years old in special circumstances) who live in North Somerset.  Applications from vulnerable or hard to reach young people are strongly encouraged.

Where possible, applications should be made by young people in the group or by the individual themselves.  Applications from adults (except in exceptional circumstances) will not be processed. 

The funds are for young people (age group as above); therefore they should be encouraged and supported to participate fully in all aspects of the project and this work should be recognised and where possible accredited.

Priority will be given to those applications that link to the Every Child Matters themes.

How much do we give?

There is no maximum or minimum amount. However, larger amounts will require more information.
What we don’t fund?

· Direct replacement of statutory provision

· Projects that have begun before the application process

· Political groups or activities promoting political beliefs

· Activities promoting religious beliefs  

· The money cannot be used for personal use.

When can you apply?

There are no closing dates. The Panel will meet on the first Tuesday of every month.  If a large number of applications are received, a number of factors will be taken in to account to determine the order in which they will be processed.  
In any case, applications must be received at least 7 working days prior to the meeting. Any applications which arrive after this will automatically be deferred to the following meeting. The applicants should be notified of the outcome within six weeks of the meeting.

These are the meetings planned for this financial year:
	Meeting Date
	Deadline for applications

	7  October 2008
	29 September 2008

	4 November 2008
	27 October 2008

	2 December 2008
	24 November 2008

	6 January 2009
	22 December 2008

	3 February 2009
	26 January 2009


How to apply?

Applications to the Youth Fund should be made in writing on the form provided, young people may make an application via audio / video as long as they answer all of the questions on the form. 

For awards above £1000 but below £5000 supporting evidence in the form of photographic materials, video or audio presentations may be required.

For applications of £5000 a supporting presentation and evidence will be required. The group may request additional information at any time before awarding the grant and expert witnesses may be called. 

What will happen next? 

When the application is received it will be reviewed to ensure all the necessary information is included. It will then go to the panel and they will make a decision about the bid.

If your application is successful you will receive a letter telling you how much you have received, a contract that formally sets out what you must do when you receive the money and a report form for use at the end of your project. 

When the contract has been signed and returned your money will be given to you.

If your application is unsuccessful you will receive a letter giving the reasons for this. The panel’s decision is final. 

Monitoring and evaluation

An evaluation report of each funded project should be available within one month of the project’s completion. This should include a completed copy of any accounts.

The panel may at times wish to visit your project to see what progress has been made or may want to invite you to the next event that shows others what you have done.  Please keep a record of your project using photographs or video for this purpose.

Forms should be returned to;


	Youth Fund Panel 

Youth and Community Services

Woodhurst Road

Weston-s-Mare

BS23 3JR
	Or 

YOF@n-somerset.gov.uk 

Further information

01934 644075








