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THE PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING FORUM

1. Apologies Liz Hughes, Harriet Stephens, Xavier-Michel Duverger

2. Minutes of the last meeting
The Minutes of the last meeting were held as a true record.

3. Matters Arising
None

4. Workshop — Changes to Housing Benefit Legislation - Rhona Hall, Jo
Buchan
Please see attachments on email of presentation by Rhona.
If minutes received by post then presentation available on request.
This is the link for checking the LHA rates:
http://www.voa.gov.uk/lhadirect/lha_percentile_rates.htm

5. Any Other Business
HMO Licensing — Licensing Fee's for Houses in Multiple Occupation - Lisa
Osborn, Private Sector Housing Team Manager
Mandatory licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation has been in force for almost
five years. All HMO's of three or more storeys, with five or more residents where
there is some sharing of facilities should be licensed with council.
The fees for licensing are increasing from 1st April 2011 to £500 for a five unit
HMO with an extra £40 for each additional unit of accommodation.
The fee for processing a fit and proper person assessment are unchanged at £33.
For further information contact Lisa direct on 01934 426847 or
lisa.osborn@n-somerset.gov.uk
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Howard Evans — Changes to Planning and HMO'’s. Update due in April linking to
issues with sub division and relevant standards apply when doing that, this will link
to Planning legislation.

Discussion regarding tenancies and tenancy relations.
Information on Snow & Ice Cleaning from Government website.

Point made that Housing Benefit frontline staff are good, but one landlord had
been sent letter regarding a claim from 26 years ago, which was not going to pay
after such a long period has passed.

6. Date of Next Meeting:

7.00pm
Wednesday 13 April 2011
Old Council Chamber, Town Hall, Weston-super-Mare
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