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Admissions Forum
Minutes of meeting held on 2nd November 2006, 2.30 - 4.00pm at St John the Evangelist CE VA Primary
Present

Mike Tedstone



Tess Robinson

Ruth Newton
Julie Fox
John Wells
Jeremy Blatchford
Jane Penrose

Nick Lacey

Chris Mayer

Florence Gradwell

Gill Hinton
Sally Varley

Richard Baker

Bill McEntee

Geoff Flynn 
Phyllis
Selby

Sue Hardman




Diocese of Bath & Wells
Diocese of Bath & Wells
Diocese of Bath & Wells
Headteacher, Heron’s Moor Community School
Headteacher, Clevedon Community School
Councillor, North Somerset Council
Bristol City Council
Bath & North East Somerset
North Somerset Governor Support

North Somerset Council CIS Manager
North Somerset School Admissions

North Somerset School Admissions

North Somerset School Admissions

North Somerset Education Welfare Service
North Somerset Council
North Somerset School Admissions
Mike Tedstone (as current Chair) opened the meeting with introductions from everyone as there were a few new faces.
Appointment of Chair & Vice Chair
Richard Baker thanked Mike Tedstone for being Chair and asked for nominations for a new Chair and Vice Chair for 2007. 
Mike Tedstone was elected as Chair and Tess Robinson elected as Vice Chair. All agreed.
Richard Baker appointed as Secretary.
1.
Apologies


David Byrne


Gillian Quick


Jenny Moss
2.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on 28th November 
2005

Proposed by Richard and agreed by all as a true record.
3.
Matters arising

Admissions Forum page is now available on North Somerset website.

4.
New code of practice for admissions


2 documents were circulated to the group.  Anyone wishing to respond to 
the consultation document via the web, the address can be found on the 
back page.
Richard Baker has added extra information in italics e.g. charging policy and new arrangements/responsibilities, and the criteria regarding new free home to school transport arrangements for low income families.

New guidance on equity and new opportunity for all - AA’s are expected to ascertain the extent to which schools attract pupils from all areas of community.  It was recommended the Forum produce an annual report detailing how we have dealt with admissions e.g. exceeding admission numbers and over subscription.  At Forum meeting in June consider report for submission. It was also suggested that a Sub Group is set up.  To be included agenda for meeting in March 2008.
Membership of the Forum

Appendix 2 of guide sets out duties of Admissions Forum (para 3).   
All schools are members of the admissions forum and as such can if they wish chose to come along to meetings.  
Richard Baker read out the guidance re voting and how decisions are made.  

Term of office for Members and core members is 4 years.

Sally Varley gave details of requirements set out in the Revised Remit documents;

·    Forum to decide in Term 1 whether they are in agreement with proposed arrangements.  Also in Term 1, discuss responsibility to coordinate admission arrangements for Primary across the region and Secondary across other LAs.  Published admission numbers are to be used except in exceptional circumstances.  

· Paperwork submitted to parents needs to be reassessed.  e.g. providing information in other languages; how we promote school places for vulnerable group.  
· Membership of Forum

Current vacancies
· Vacancy for Community & Voluntary Controlled Schools to be referred to HANS
· Vacancy – Clifton Diocese (to be referred to David Byrne) 
· Other church groups - suggested we approach representative from Methodist church
· Vacancy -Parent/Governor representatives – Secondary/Primary 
· Representatives from local community  

5.
Policy updates: equal preference/first preference; siblings


Bill McEntee distributed revised papers plus a copy of Appendix 6.


Minimal changes have been made:

· Appendix 5 –  Admission numbers 2008 Yatton Junior School – should read 90

Bill gave PowerPoint presentation regarding the draft New Code of 
Practice and 
explained the proposed ‘equal preference system’.  
(Presentation copied to John Wells)

Bill asked members to confirm their acceptance of the new policy to form 
basis of consultation, all agreed.   

May need sub group forum meeting to look at VA policies.  

6.
Choice advisers


Sally Varley introduced Phylis Selby, who has been appointed as Choice 
Adviser.  Phylis will be attending a conference week commencing 6 
November 2006.  Funded by Government, this role is intended to provide 
support to families who would otherwise find it difficult to make choices 
regarding applying for school places.   

7.
North Somerset coordinated scheme on admissions


Bill McEntee explained the need for North Somerset to have to coordinate 
admissions with other local authorities and the following amendments 
have been made:

App 2 as last year except para 3, date to exchange information amended 
to 12th Nov 2008

SV

Governor
Support

SV


Appendix 2 – as last year expect para.3 date amended to 12th November 
2008


Page 3 G, VA schools have agreed in principal to use equal preference 
system


Secondary scheme – para 2 (other admissions) date amended to 16th Nov 
2008


Equal preference system to be introduced rather than 1st preference 
system


Other AA’s to sign scheme –letters to be sent to other AA’s                                                                                                                                                                         
8.
Unplaced Children: update


Geoff Flynn explained that the Complex Placements policy has been 
reviewed and monitored.  A detailed list was circulated to members. 
Permanent exclusion numbers continue to fall due to more schools being 
willing to negotiate transfers.  21 placements were decided last year 14 
successfully integrated into new mainstream school.  67% successful 
due to the willingness and commitment of schools.

Schools are required to complete and submit ‘Hard to place pupil form’.  
EWO’s to be 
reminded of this procedure.    
9.
Backwell C of E Junior School update


Paper presented by Sally Varley
10.
A.O.B.


Bill McEntee gave details of estimated ‘eadmission’ applications for school 
places 2007/08:


Reception intake

55%


Infant/Junior transfers
49%


Secondary transfers

64%
11.
Date of next meeting(s)


Monday 12th February 2007 (a.m.) - Clevedon


Thursday 7th June 2007 (p.m.) – Venue: TBA


Meeting closed 4.15pm

Bill McEntee
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