Grants for Schools bulletin - Term 1 

September 2008 

The Grants for Schools bulletin is produced termly and is available on the North Somerset Council website at www.n-somerset.gov.uk/schoolgrants . 

This issue includes details of numerous grants available to schools for a range of projects. Competitions are also included. It can often be useful to see the types of projects schools have received funding for from a particular scheme and a few examples of successful applications are included where available. 

The grants listed here are just a selection of the current opportunities available. New grant programmes are appearing all the time and if you have a particular project in mind for which you require additional funds please get in touch with Elisabeth Roberts, Projects and Funding Officer, who will research the possible funding sources. 
Telephone 
01275 884 336 
E-mail 
elisabeth.roberts@n-somerset.gov.uk .
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Grants

Access to Nature

This scheme is being jointly run by the Big Lottery Fund and Natural England. Grants are available for projects which encourage more people to enjoy the outdoors, particularly those who don’t have much contact with the natural environment. 
Funding is targeted towards three areas of interest:

· Community awareness and active participation 

· Education, learning and volunteering 

· Welcoming, well-managed and wildlife-rich places

Grants are available from £50,000 to £500,000 and can be for capital or revenue projects lasting up to five years. Schools are eligible to apply. Applications can be submitted at any time up the June 2010.

Tel
0845 3 671 671

Website www.naturalengland.org.uk
Community Sustainable Energy Programme

This programme offers funding to develop and install sustainable energy technologies. 
Grants are available up to £5,000 or up to 75% of the cost (whichever is lower) for feasibility studies into sustainable technologies.
Capital grants up to £50,000 or 50% of the project cost (whichever is lower) are available for installing micro-generation technologies and energy efficiency measures, including
· Solar photovoltaics 

· Solar thermal hot water 

· Wind turbines 

· Heat pumps 

· Automated wood pellet stoves 

The next deadline is 7th November 2008 but the programme continues until late 2010. For further information and details of application deadlines contact the number below or visit the website.

Tel
0845 3 671 671

Email

info@communitysustainable.org.uk
Website www.communitysustainable.org.uk
UK-German Connection Challenge Fund

Funding is available for language- and non-language-related projects at primary and secondary level which involve joint working with a school or group in Germany. Grants can cover project resources, activities and reciprocal partner visits.
Projects can be either curricular or extra-curricular and could involve

· Joint research work 

· Scientific explorations 

· Debating workshops 

· Workplace-related activities 

· Cultural events and exhibitions
· Community projects 

· Creation of webpages or films 

· Blogging, reporting or song-writing 
Projects involve collaborative work between young people from both countries and projects from clusters are welcome. Before applying applicants must have established contact with a partner school in Germany.

Next deadline – 31st October 2008
Tel
020 7824 1570 

Website www.ukgermanconnection.org/challengefund
Local Food Programme – small grants scheme
Administered by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts this programme is offering funding over the next five years for projects which make locally grown food more accessible and affordable for local communities. 

Projects can include growing, processing, marketing and distributing local food; composting and raising awareness of the benefits of such activities. Schools have received grants from this scheme, for example, for allotment projects.

Grants are between £2,000 and £10,000. There is also a main grant scheme for larger projects. There are no deadlines and applications can be submitted at any time.

Tel

0845 3 671 671 

Email 

localfood@rswt.org
Website 
www.localfoodgrants.org
Innovative Geography Teaching Grants
The Royal Geographical Society is offering grants to enhance the teaching and learning of geography in schools. The main focus of the funding is on 12-19 year olds.

Five grants of £800 are available each year to secondary geography teachers with innovative ideas on developing teaching materials or enhancing learning. 

Guidelines for applicants are available on the website, along with details of projects awarded funding in the past. The next deadline for applications is 17th October 2008.

Tel
       0207 591 3073

Website    www.rgs.org/OurWork/Grants
Goalpost Safety Grant Scheme
The Football Foundation offers grants to replace unsafe goalposts. Schools demonstrating a commitment to football and the FA Charter Standard are eligible to apply.
Grants can provide up to 50% of the cost of replacing a pair of goals up to a 
ceiling of £3,000. Funding is for goals which are deemed to be unsafe and to ensure that new goals meet the required safety standards. 

Goals eligible for replacement are as follows:

· pre-1996 (before British Standards were produced)

· metal cup hooks on posts and crossbars

· wooden goals

· freestanding goals

· Mini-Soccer goals which are now incomplete

· corroded or rusted goals

For detailed guidelines and online application details see website below.
Tel
0845 345 4555 ext 4214 

Email enquiries@footballfoundation.org.uk
Website www.footballfoundation.org.uk/apply
Princes Trust – Community Cash Award
Grants of up to £5,000 are available to help young people set up projects which benefit their local community. 

Schools are not eligible to apply but applications must be submitted by

· 14-16 year olds who are struggling in school

· 16-25 year olds who are unemployed or working less than 16 hours a week

Funding is intended for young people who need it most. Projects must be run and managed by young people themselves.

Examples of projects include a new basketball court, a music studio, a youth club, sex education workshops in schools, a youth advisory board or a local magazine.

Tel

0800 842 842

Website
www.princes-trust.org.uk
Competitions
Ashden School Awards
The Ashden Awards for Schools are now open. This is an annual competition to reward and recognise schools which have implemented innovative local sustainable energy schemes. 
The first schools prize is £15,000 and second prize is £7,500.

Winning schools will need to demonstrate how sustainable energy practices are being implemented throughout the school. The judges are particularly impressed by schools which embed sustainable energy learning into the whole ethos of their school through the curriculum and activities with the wider community.

The deadline for submissions is 2nd December 2008.

Further details and an application form are available on the website.

Tel

020 7410 0330

Email

info@ashdenawards.org
Website www.ashdenawards.org/school_award






