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9th March, 2009, 

The Campus, Weston-Super-Mare
Present:

Bill McEntee



NSC, School Admissions Policy Officer
Graham Silverthorne (C )_

Foundation Schools

Jan Harper-Shea 


NSC Education Welfare Service

Gillian Quick
(C )


VA Schools Rep

David Gradwell (C )


Community Rep, SEN

Anne Kemp
(C )


NSC Councillor

Eufron Parry
(C )


Methodist Church

Sally Varley
(C )


NSC School Organisation & Access Manager
Tony Pearle



NSC School Organisation Manager
Anne–Marie Heath (C )

NSC Choice Advisor

Terri Knowlton


NSC SEN

Chris Hustwick


NSC Governor Services

Apologies:

Pam Kelly, Jeremy Watt  (C ), Julie Fox (C ), Liz Tunnard, Sue Calvert, Trevor Bailey (C ) , Tess Robinson (C ),  , John Wells (C ),. 
(C = Core Member)
1 Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th January, 2009 were confirmed as a correct record acknowledging David Gradwell’s concerns over the wording of the paragraph relating to the closure of St Barnabas C of E Primary School.  
2. Core Membership

The Admission Forum membership was confirmed and it was noted that three vacancies still existed (Secondary School Governor – being addressed by Governor Services, Community Primary and VC Primary Representatives).
Sandra Medley has now stepped down, and Jan Harper-Shea will be replaced by a locality leader (tbc).
3. Proposed closure of St Katharine’s C of E Primary School and expansion of Winford C of E Primary School
The Forum was asked to consider the document “Report to the North Somerset School Admissions Forum” (Enclosure three) as confidential.

Sally Varley explained the background to the proposed closure of St Katharine’s. Pupil numbers at the school have declined, the Ofsted report was found to be “satisfactory” however they are not progressing as quickly as they should be towards being a ‘good’ school, and the buildings need updating/rebuilding.
The Chair of Governors of St Katharine’s C of E Primary School wrote a letter requesting that the Council close the school as soon as possible.

It was recommended that Winford C of E Primary School be expanded initially to a 150 place school (which gives an extra 30 places) using funding from the Primary Capital Programme, and monies identified for Felton. 

A year would be required for the consultation period, visioning exercise and the final design before any building work could commence. It was likely that the consultation period would start in April, 2009. 
It was reported that Winford parents had expressed a strong desire for pupils to remain on site during the remodelling work. This would, however, be dependant upon Health and Safety checks.

Gillian Quick expressed concerns that all year groups at St Katharine’s C of E Primary School would be taught in one class during the 2009/10 academic yaer. The Forum was assured that the School Improvement team were heavily involved in the issues surrounding St Katharine’s C of E Primary School.
It was noted that several parents of St Katherine C of E Primary School pupils were campaigning to keep the school open.

The Forum decided to formally vote on the matter and the recommendations to close St Katharine’s C of E Primary School, and expand Winford C of E Primary School were proposed David Gradwell, and seconded by Anne Kemp , six in favour, none against.

4. Update on School Reviews
Tony Pearle took members through this item and reported the following:
Yeo Moor Schools - Amalgamation
No further news on the Yeo Moor amalgamation at this time as the Authority was still awaiting the Secretary of State’s decision as to whether permission will be given to publish proposals to close the existing Infant and Junior Schools, and to establish a new primary school on the site.

Congresbury Schools

It was reported that the project to re-join Glebe Infant School and St Andrew’s C of E Junior School was progressing well, and on track for September, 2009 with the decision being considered by the Council’s Executive on 24 March 2009.

St Barnabas C of E Primary School.
Notifications have been published for the proposed closure. The closing date for decisions is 31 March 2009.   A decision should be taken by the Council’s Executive on 21 April 2009.
Long Ashton Schools

Birdwell Primary School is being considered for an expansion to a 315 place school and a Task Group has been set up to progress matters, subject to funding being secured.
Worlebury St Pauls First School
Public notice has gone in for the expansion of Worlebury St Paul’s First School to become a Primary school. Some local residents have objected to the proposals.
Yatton Schools

It was reported that due to new housing in Yatton comprising mainly of affordable housing and social housing, more children than predicted required places at Yatton schools, with 79 applications for 75 places, and local residents being refused places. This has resulted in some parents appealing.
5. In-Year Fair Access Protocols and Permanent Exclusions and Managed Transfers

Jan Harper-Shea took the members through this item and reported that there is a difficulty in finding places for excluded pupils due to limited school places in some schools, resulting in a back log of pupils in the EOTAS provision.
The Forum asked for a more detailed breakdown of the figures, especially in terms of schools receiving and excluding pupils.

The Forum expressed concerns over whether correct administrative procedures were being followed in schools and sought re-assurance that all transfers etc. were recorded appropriately – ACTION JHS.

6. Secondary School Allocations for September 2009 Intake
Bill McEntee reported that Bristol residents were now choosing to remain in Bristol schools which is resulting in low application numbers for schools such as St Katherine’s Secondary School, which draws a significant percentage of its pupils from the greater Bristol area. It was observed that at some stage in the future it may be necessary to look strategically at the provision of school places in the north of the area.
7. Summary of Main Changes to the Revised School Admissions Code 

Bill McEntee highlighted the main changes to the Admissions code; in particular, changes to the requirements under In-Year admissions which would have a significant impact upon administrative resources.
In addition, the new closing dates would have a significant impact upon the way in which applications were processed, and to the appeals process which would be compressed into a very small period of time.

It was reported that North Somerset Council was to meet with other Local Authorities in order to determine how best to implement the requirements. 
Consideration was being given to a closing date for “Expression of Interest” for Primary School applications in order to data input and check addresses of applicants; however this may cause duplication of work should applicants wish to change preferences.
Choice advice may be able to help reduce the number of late applications, making it easier to target those who do not apply.
From September 2009 each admission authority must maintain a waiting list for at least the first term in the academic year of admission for every oversubscribed school.  

8. Admissions Consultations – New Requirements
Under the new Code consultations admission authorities can now consult once every 3 years, unless they wish to make any changes, however it was the recommendation of the Forum that they should take place annually in order to facilitate change when needed thus avoiding delay.
9. Summary of Reponses to Admission Consultations

It was suggested that Broadoak Mathematics and Computing College should have a first area created for Hutton and Bleadon in order to create fair access to Weston Schools for those residents. The request from the Governing Body of the school to create a ‘First Area ‘ for their school was discussed but not supported by Forum members currently.  

The Forum supported the proposal to adopt an admissions policy similar to that of Bath and North East Somerset Council in regard to rural schools for 2010/2011.  This places non-local applicants with siblings above non-local applicants without siblings within admissions criteria.
The Forum agreed the LAs admission arrangement proposals in principle 
11. AOB

Procedure for approving minutes

The minutes will be emailed to all members in advance, allowing one week for any comments and/or changes.
Primary Capital Programme

It was confirmed that following Category 2 approval in November 2008, a re-submission of the Authority’s Primary Capital Programme bid for category 1 approval had been given and the Authority was now a Category 1 Authority with no conditions attached to the funding.  This approval has been granted ahead of schedule.
Dates of next meetings

Monday 27th April, 2009 – Jones Room, Four Oaks, Nailsea

Monday 15th June, 2009 – The Campus, WSM
[image: image2.jpg]


