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In this issue:
· RE AND THE NEW PRIMARY CURRICULUM

· NEW GUIDANCE FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

· FIRST WORLD WAR BATTLEFIELDS: EFTRE CONFERENCE 2010
· NATIONAL CELEBRATION OF RE MARCH 2011
· ST GABRIEL’S PROGRAMME FREE RE CONFERENCE: 
RE FOR THE TWENTY TENS: A NEW CURRICULUM CONTEXT 

· CLUSTER MEETINGS FOCUS AND UPDATE
· FAITHS AND BELIEFS SURVEY ACROSS NORTH SOMERSET
· NATRE AND THE NEW SECONDARY CURRICULUM: CONTINUING SUPPORT & NATRE MEMBERSHIP OFFER
· ART IN HEAVEN COMPETITION 2010
· MORE RESOURCES FOR RE
· READY REFERENCE UPDATE

· SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS
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RE AND THE NEW PRIMARY CURRICULUM 

Although the latest Children, Schools and Families Bill didn’t quite make it onto the statute books in the ‘wash-up’ before the general election, this was never going to affect the position of RE in the curriculum. RE remains a statutory subject and community and voluntary controlled schools in North Somerset should carry on with our locally agreed syllabus, Awareness, Mystery and Value (AMV). Church of England Voluntary Aided schools also use AMV, but with additional materials advised by the Diocese of Bath & Wells. Roman Catholic schools have their own syllabus but recommend AMV as a useful resource.

AMV is currently being reviewed and consultations will continue during this term, but, as for the rest of the existing primary curriculum, there is nothing to stop schools being creative with learning and teaching strategies to engage interest, make connections with children’s lives and ultimately raise standards. For example, the areas of learning in the proposed new primary curriculum might still be used to help you devise creative approaches, provided that subject rigour is maintained. Indeed, providing ideas for RE within a creative curriculum will be one of the aims of the agreed syllabus review.
NEW GUIDANCE FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The new non-statutory Guidance on RE in schools is now available. This replaces circular 1/94 with regard to RE (but not collective worship). It has been developed by the DCSF in partnership with the RE Council of England and Wales (REC) and includes guidance and notes on good practice for all those concerned with RE, including school governors and headteachers [chapter 5] and people who manage, plan, teach and support RE [chapter 6]. There are lots of case studies, as well as checklists of the central questions for all those wanting to ensure high quality RE. 
The full document can be downloaded from Teachernet at: www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/subjects/re/guidance 


FIRST WORLD WAR BATTLEFIELDS: EFTRE CONFERENCE 2010

The 2010 European Forum for Religious Education (EFTRE) conference will be held in Bruges from 25 to 28 August 2010 and will feature keynote speeches from Profs Bob Jackson and Peter Schreiner and practical workshops led by RE teachers from across Europe. The conference also features a visit to Ypres and the World War I battlefields (with key questions and guided tasks!) The conference is aimed at those who teach about Religion, Citizenship and Ethics in schools across Europe. See the EFTRE website for further details (www.eftre.net) or contact Paul Hopkins at executive@eftre.net 
NATIONAL CELEBRATION OF RE: MARCH 2011
You’ve got nearly a year to prepare for the next celebration of RE in England and

Wales! Throughout March 2011, a series of events is being planned to demonstrate the importance and inspiration offered by religious education, involving pupils, staff, governors and parents in schools alongside SACREs, faith and belief communities, politicians and members of the public. 
The events will come under the title, ‘Celebrating RE - exploring values and beliefs for tomorrow's world’ and organiser Sharon Artley reports that the aims of the celebration include “shining the spotlight on the excellent work being done in RE, strengthening community links and raising public awareness of RE's distinctive and positive contribution to society and social cohesion.” 
On the website www.celebratingre.org, you will be able to find exciting and inspiring ideas for activities, examples of exploring questions of meaning, purpose and responsibility, information about a range of regional and national competitions for all ages and abilities, and a calendar where you can search for RE events in your area, or collaborate with others and enter one of your own!

YOU are invited to become a Celebrating RE Champion on a voluntary basis to promote the celebration in North Somerset! If you interested in this role, please contact Sharon at: celebratingre@religiouseducationcouncil.org 
ST GABRIEL’S PROGRAMME FREE RE CONFERENCE: 
RE FOR THE TWENTY TENS: A NEW CURRICULUM CONTEXT

This year’s St Gabriel’s conference takes place at Wokefield Park Conference Centre, Reading, from 10:30am on Saturday 16 October to lunchtime on Sunday 17 October 2010. Join over 200 RE teachers and leading professionals to network and socialise in outstanding residential conference facilities and take part in workshops on such topics as:

Community Cohesion • Challenging RE • Effective RE in Cross-curricular Learning • Pedagogies in RE • New Primary and Secondary Curriculum • Religious Diversity  • Environmental Ethics in RE • Management • Virtual Learning Environments • Assessment • RE Students as Filmmakers • Going Beyond the ‘Big Six’ • & more.

Contributors to this year’s programme include Lat Blaylock, Alan Brine, Mark Chater, Deborah Weston, Trevor Cooling, Margaret Cooling, Dave Francis, and Mary Myatt.
The conference is FREE to all first time attendees. The St Gabriel’s Programme meets all conference and accommodation fees. All you need to do is get to Wokefield and pay for any incidental expenses, such as drinks at the bar. Due to the rising costs of this event, delegates who have attended previous weekends are asked to pay a nominal fee of £40. For further details and to download an application form, go to: www.culham.ac.uk/sg/weekend 

CLUSTER MEETING FOCUS AND UPDATE
RE Network/Cluster Meetings 
Times and venues for this term’s meetings are listed below. Do feel free to attend any of the meetings, even if it is not in your area. 
This term’s KS1&2 RE cluster meetings will focus on teaching Islam and will consider a range of resources including RE Today materials. The meeting will also feature sample sections of the draft new agreed syllabus for RE.

The KS3&4 Network meeting this term will feature an intense but brief version of the cross-curricular planning day held for South-West schools in Taunton last term! Consideration will also be given to sample sections of the draft new agreed syllabus for RE. 
Backwell, Clevedon and Nailsea Cluster

Tuesday 8 June: 2.30 – 4.00 pm at St John the Evangelist CofE VA Primary School, Fosseway, Clevedon BS21 5EL.
Churchill Cluster

Wednesday 9 June: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Burrington CofE VA Primary School, BS40 7AD.
Gordano and St Katherine’s Cluster

Thursday 17 June: 3.45 – 5.15 pm at St Mary’s CofE VA Primary School, Church Road, Portbury BS20 9TR.
Worle and South Weston Cluster

Wednesday 16 June: 3.45 – 5.15 pm at Worlebury CofE VA First School, Milton Hill, Worle BS22 9RE.

Secondary and Special Schools Cluster
Tuesday 15 June: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Backwell School, Worle, BS48  3BX.

Don’t forget also, to take up the opportunity of a FREE consultancy session to complete a self-evaluation of RE. Email: mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk to arrange an appointment. Please note that the full self-evaluation toolkit continues to be available at: http://betterre.reonline.org.uk/lead_manage/toolkit.php/. 

FAITHS AND BELIEFS SURVEY ACROSS NORTH SOMERSET
This survey is being facilitated by ‘Faithnetsouthwest’, guided by local representatives from Faith, Multi-Cultural, Educational and Local Authority organisations. One of our main aims is to produce a FAITH DIRECTORY for North Somerset. This Directory will be of use and relevance to faith groups, local residents and statutory, voluntary and community groups. WE NEED YOUR HELP – does a Faith Group meet in your school? If YES – please could you let us have name of the Faith Group and the contact you have for them, so we can be as inclusive as possible and offer them the opportunity to take part. 

PLEASE email details to zena.brown@n-somerset.gov.uk. Thank you for your help.

NATRE AND THE NEW SECONDARY CURRICULUM: CONTINUING SUPPORT
Free face-to-face training for the new secondary curriculum has now come to an end but online support is still available in various forms. The planning tools originally held on the ‘newsecondarycurriculum.org’ website are now to be transferred to each of subject associations’ websites, so for RE you will soon be able to go to www.natre.org.uk and click on the secondary curriculum resources link. There you will already find training films and more that 30 case studies supporting ‘compelling learning’ in RE and planning for effective RE alongside other subjects of the curriculum.
NATRE MEMBERSHIP OFFER

If you are not yet a member of NATRE, then please take advantage of this special offer – 10% discount off the price of membership. This is an easy way to receive a termly input of ideas, inspiration and news to support teaching and professional development.

· Primary NATRE or Secondary - £54 (full price £60)

· Professional NATRE - £61.20 (full price £68)

· Student NATRE - £41.40 (full price £46.00)

· Combined NATRE - £96.30 (full price £107)

All NATRE membership packages include (termly):

· REtoday magazine

· Free access to members’ area of RE Today and NATRE websites

· Primary or secondary curriculum book

· REsource, NATRE’s professional journal

· 10% discount off publications and courses

To order at the special offer price, complete an application form at this term’s cluster meetings, email sales@retoday.org.uk or phone the sales office on 0121 472 4242, and provide the following information:

· code EM010

· the name of your NATRE-linked group [North Somerset – then your cluster: Backwell, Nailsea & Clevedon; Churchill; Gordano & St Katherine’s; or Worle & South Weston]

· the name of your group leader [Dave Francis].

This offer is specific to members of NATRE-linked local groups and has been extended until the end of the Summer Term, but it will end then!

ART IN HEAVEN COMPETITION 2010
This year’s RE Today sponsored ‘Art in Heaven’ competition is open to all pupils aged 4-19. There are five themes for this year’s entries, and guidance is provided on each for teacher and pupil:

1. Mystery Stories

2. Spiritual Space

3. Respect: a logo for RE

4. Celebrating Life Celebrating Love

5. Talking to God: Where is God?

This year, there are special categories for digital video and for group entries. There are also some special prizes for 16-19 work. If you are looking for inspiration, do have a look at the 2009 winners - now available on the Spirited Arts Web Gallery. 
Please use the official entry form from the website. Further details and previous inspiring entries can be found at: http://www.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts.  
Closing date for entries 31 July 2010.

MORE RESOURCES FOR RE


· Copies of this year’s HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2010 SHORT FILM, narrated by actor Daniel Radcliffe (Harry Potter) are still available. This popular short film focuses on survivors' stories and their wish for a Legacy of Hope. Order now by calling 0845 838 1883 or email the team at enquiries@hmd.org.uk 

· RE TRAILS. The RE trails website is now live. This is an REC project led by Paul Hopkins and Sharon Artley. The site provides guidance and examples of how to conduct a successful ‘RE and Religious Heritage’ Trail with pupils. You will find a toolkit for designing your own trail and examples of more than 30 RE trails across the country, including an Anglo-Jewish trail in Bath. For all the information go to: http://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/retrails. 


· CHANNEL 4 REVELATIONS is a brand new series of eight films exploring the impact religion has on the lives of believers and non-believers in Britain today. Some episodes are available to view in full – other episodes have some key clips that you could use to spark discussions in secondary RE lessons. For more details go to: http://www.channel4.com/programmes/revelations/.
READY REFERENCE: UPDATE APRIL 2010
North Somerset SACRE’s artefact collections are held at St Georges CofE/Methodist VA Primary School (tel. 01934 426901) and Mary Elton Community Primary School, Clevedon (tel. 01275 876432).

WEB SUPPORT FOR AMV for updates to the AMV scheme of work and further agreed syllabus guidance at: www.n-somerset.gov.uk/amv. 
Find out more about the work of SACREs up and down the country via the National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) website at http://www.nasacre.org.uk/. 
THE RE:QUEST WEBSITE contains specific links to the AMV syllabus. Go to: www.request.org.uk/teachers/syllabus/awareness/aware01.htm. 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS: www.culham.ac.uk/tvr/festcalendar.php. 
TEACHERS TV Resources to support Primary RE. Several 15 minute programmes can be found at: www.teachers.tv/video/browser/1014/810. 
SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS

For all speakers, please make arrangements to cover their expenses and any fees directly with the individuals involved.

BUDDHISM

· Mike Keogh (Friends of the Western Buddhist Order [FWBO]): tel. 07775 928722; email michael.s.keogh@googlemail.com. FWBO: www.bristol-buddhist-centre.org. 
· Paula-Boudica Brightwell: (Nichiren Daishonin) tel. 01458 443275 or 07952 409024.

· The Amitabha Buddhist Centre in Bristol. Please contact: Kelsang Rak-Ma, Education Programme Co-ordinator: info@meditationbristol.org or see: www.meditationinbristol.org. 
· Lam Rim Tibetan: www.lamrim.org.uk/lrb_info.htm. 
· Sakya Tibetan: www.dechen.org/centres/southwest/bristol.html. 
CHRISTIANITY

· Sylvia Staddon (Weston-super-Mare School Prayer Network) – database of church leaders and members who visit for assemblies. Tel: 01934 514614 or email jonsyl@supanet.com for details. 

· For Christian churches see: www.findachurch.co.uk/index.html. 
· Mike Strange, manager of the RE:Quest website, may also be available to talk to staff or work with pupils on using the site. Email: m_strange@sky.com. 
HINDUISM
· Dhirashanta Das [ISKON] Tel: 01566 786965 Email: dhirasanta@aol.com. 
· Hindu Temple, 163b Church Road, Redfield, Bristol, BS5 9LA .Tel: 0117 935 1007 – visits for pupils of all ages. Email Panditji Kamlesh Vyas (the priest at the Temple) at panditji@bristolhindutemple.co.uk. To find out more about school visits to the Temple see: www.bristolhindutemple.co.uk/Community.htm 
· Christina Bramble – Travelling Museum Workshops for Indian life, religion and culture. Contact her at christina.bramble@blueyonder.co.uk or take a look at the website: www.travellingmuseum.org.uk. 
ISLAM
· Mr Farooq A. Siddique, Community Development Officer, Bristol Muslim Cultural Society, 404 Stapleton Rd., Bristol, BS5 6NQ, 0117 952 1802. Email: bmcs@bmcs.org.uk. Website: www.bmcs.org.uk. Office opening times are Mon-Fri 9.30am to 5pm but please note that the office is closed during Muslim prayer times, lunch-hour [1.30-2.30] and at weekends.

· Please note that Hassan Morrison of the Islamic Awareness and Education Project [IAEP], has retired. Regrettably the website Islam4schools is now defunct.

· There is a new mosque in Yeovil (Imam Ilyaas Limbada). I hope to be visiting shortly and should be able to pass on contact details soon after.

JUDAISM
· Bristol Progressive Synagogue, Bannerman Road, Bristol. Please contact Effie Romaine: effie_romaine@blueyonder.co.uk. 
· Exeter Synagogue, Synagogue Place, Mary Arches Street, Exeter, EX4 3BA. They prefer age 8+, and charge £1 per pupil per visit. Contact Dr Paul Newgass, (President, Exeter Synagogue), who will also visit your school to talk about the Holocaust, on: 01392 251529 or email: paulnewgass@btinternet.com.  

· Robin and Arnold Kanarek Tel:01935 263667 Email: rkanarek@homecall.co.uk.  

· Mrs Jane Silver-Corren is available for assemblies / INSET. Tel: 01308 459320 or email janesilvercorren@gmail.com. 
SIKHISM
· Gurdial Singh is available to visit schools and/or arrange visits to a Gurdwara in Bristol. Tel: 0117 956 6976 or 07981 130188 Email: gurdial.singh@fsmail.net. 
If you would like this Newsletter emailed directly to your inbox, please contact: 

Dave Francis – North Somerset Associate RE Adviser

Tel: 01275 884034 
Fax: 01275 884058 
E-mail:mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk 
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