Grants for Schools bulletin - Term 4 

February 2008 

The bulletin is available on the North Somerset Council website at www.n-somerset.gov.uk/schoolgrants . It is produced termly with each bulletin having a different theme.

Environmental projects

This issue focuses on grants currently available for a range of environmental projects. Competitions are also included. This area of work has become increasingly popular with schools over the past few years and complements the work many schools are doing towards the Eco-schools programme. 

It can often be useful to see the types of projects schools have received funding for from a particular scheme and a few examples of successful applications are included. 

In addition to grant opportunities, details of other sources of support and advice available to schools for environmental and school grounds work are also included.

The grants listed here are just a selection of the current opportunities available. New grants for environmental projects are appearing all the time and if you have a particular project in mind for which you require additional funds please get in touch with Elisabeth Roberts, Projects and Funding Officer, who will research the possible funding sources. 
Telephone 
01275 884 336 
E-mail 
elisabeth.roberts@n-somerset.gov.uk .
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Grants

Awards for All

This is the smallest of the lottery funding programmes, offering grants between £300 and £10,000 for projects which increase skill, improve quality of life or extend access to activities to people facing particular barriers. The funding can cover a range of community activities including art, sport, heritage, community education, the environment and health. 
Grants are only given to schools for work taking place outside school hours, so the focus of any application would need to be on activities during break-times, lunchtimes, before/after school or during the holidays. A number of schools have received grants in the past for work within their grounds, including one for a fitness trail. 

Website
www.awardsforall.org.uk 

Tel 

0845 600 20 40
Bristol International Airport Community Fund
This scheme offers funding to help develop and support a variety of projects within the Airport’s surrounding community.  In particular, they are interested in projects relating to leisure, recreation and education, advancing awareness of environmental issues through ecological education and protecting nature and wildlife. The downloadable application form and examples of previous grant recipients are on the website. 
Website 
www.bristolairport.co.uk
Tel 

0870 121 2747

Address: Community Steering Group 
c/o Planning & Development Department 
Bristol International Airport 
Bristol 
BS48 3DY
E.ON Source Fund
Energy company E.ON UK offers information and advice on efficient and sustainable energy. They also offer grants up to £30k to not-for-profit community organisations who wish to consider and implement sustainable energy projects in their buildings – from energy efficiency through to micro-generation. In previous rounds grants have been awarded to schools.

There are two opportunities to apply in 2008, with deadlines for application on 

· Friday 25 April

· Friday 3 October

For further information and to download the grant guidelines and application form visit the website
Email 

source@eon-uk.com
Website 
www.eon-uk.com
Ernest Cook Trust

This Trust offers grants to various organisations, including schools, for educational projects, particularly those relating to environmental and arts education. Grants have been awarded to schools for environmental projects in the past, where these have had clear links to the curriculum. Grants in the smaller category range from £100 to £3,000, larger grants are in the range of £3,000 to £10,000. The Trust recommend a phonecall in advance to check the suitability of any application.

Grants to schools in the past have included 
· £400 to Yatton Infant School for an ant observation kit for its wildlife garden

· £1,000 to a primary school for gardening equipment

Tel 
01285 713 273

Email 
grants@ernestcooktrust.org.uk

Website www.ernestcooktrust.org.uk/
GreenPrints – flagship programme
This programme offers grants up to £10,000 (as well as support and practical expertise) to enable 16-25 year olds to improve or create local green spaces.

Projects should be designed, created and actively led by volunteers aged 16 – 25. Groups can apply for up to £10,000 and receive practical support from an experienced GreenPrints Mentor. Applications can be made at any time.

Tel 

01454 262910

Email 

greenprints@sita.co.uk
Website www.sitatrust.org.uk/greenprints/
Low Carbon Buildings Programme – Phase 2
Public sector organisations, including schools, can apply for between 30% and 50% of the cost of installing approved microgeneration technologies. These can include

- Solar photovoltaic
- Solar thermal hot water
- Wind turbines
- Ground source heat pumps
- Automated wood pellet stoves
- Wood fuelled boilers

The grants are awarded on a first come first served basis and applications can be submitted at any time.
Tel 
08704 23 23 13

Email 
info@lcbpphase2.org.uk
Website www.lowcarbonbuildingsphase2.org.uk
O2: It's Your Community Awards
This scheme offers grants between £100 and £1,000 for projects led by groups of local people and individuals which will improve local communities. 

Examples of projects include 

- Turning derelict land into a playground

- Planting trees
- Creating a wildlife pond

Projects must involve a physical improvement to the local environment and applications from schools must involve benefit for the wider community. 

The scheme is open all year round. For more information on the scheme and an application form visit the website.

Tel 
0800 902 0250

Email 
hello@itsyourcommunity.co.uk
Website www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk
The Peter Miller Schools Ponds Fund

This fund offers grants up to £250 to support the creation of wildlife friendly ponds within school grounds (or nearby areas for the sole use of school based groups). Grants are awarded for pond projects which will improve young people’s understanding of the conservation of dragonflies and other aquatic wildlife in the UK. 

There is no application form. Applicants should apply in writing and must have the support of the Headteacher. Applications should outline the proposed project and the possible use of funds. 

Further information is available on the website -  www.dragonflysoc.org.uk
Address:  

Dragonfly Conservation Group

Dr Pam Taylor

Decoy Farm

Decoy Road

Potter Heigham

Norfolk

NR29 5LX

Switched on Communities – Eco Schools Grants
Grants are available for schools involved in the Eco Schools programme who have already received their bronze or silver awards. Grants are up to £5,000 for projects with the themes of energy or water.

Applications are particularly welcomed for projects linked to the curriculum which involve energy efficiency measures or technological solutions to environmental challenges.

Items funded in the past have included wind turbines, solar panels and a water collection system. 
Schools which have already been awarded the Eco Schools ‘Green Flag’ are not eligible to apply.

The scheme also provides free energy-saving white goods such as fridges, freezers, washing machines, dishwashers and energy efficient light bulbs. Schools may also apply for energy saving equipment such as energy-efficient lamps, new heating controls, thermostatic radiator valves, insulation and draught stripping, “switch it off” stickers and posters.

Guidance and application forms are available on the website. Applicants are encouraged to discuss their application in advance.
Tel
01942 612621 
E-mail
eco-schools@encams.org
Website 

www.eco-schools.org.uk/grants
Wessex Watermark

This scheme gives grants quarterly of between £100 and £1,500 for environmental projects run by various groups, including schools. They also award a ‘Watermark Gold’ grant of £2,500 to one project every quarter. 
One of the example grants they cite in their guidance is developing a wildlife area in school grounds. 
Tel 
01225 526 327 
Email info@wessexwater.co.uk
Web www.wessexwater.co.uk/watermark
Competitions
Top Recycler Competition

North Somerset Council, in partnership with Resource Futures, has an annual ‘Top Recycler’ competition for North Somerset Schools. 

Points are awarded for the number of bags of paper put out each month for recycling, collecting other items for recycling, buying recycled products, belonging to Eco Schools or taking advantage of the free environmental education workshops offered by Resource Futures on behalf of North Somerset Council.  The total number of points for each school is divided by the number of pupils in the school to give a ‘bags per pupil’ total. This means that all schools from the largest to the smallest have an equal chance of winning.

The Top Recycler prize is £500, second prize is £200 and third prize is £100.  There are also two £75 awards for the most improved schools and £75 for the best performing secondary.

A full copy of the competition rules are available on the following webpage www.recyclingconsortium.org.uk/teachers/recycling_procedures 

Ashden Award for Sustainable Energy

The UK Award for Sustainable Energy in Schools is open to any UK school which has created a sustainability ethos in which the responsible use and generation of energy is a key component. 
The first prize is £15,000 and second prize is £5,000. It is open to individual schools which have succeeded in making sustainable energy a key part of the practice and culture of the school as a whole.

The competition is annual, with the deadline usually in December.

Guidelines are available on the website

www.ashdenawards.org/school_award
Success stories

St Nicholas Chantry was recently awarded a grant of £5,575 from the Big Lottery Fund’s Breathing Places programme. This programme was developed in partnership with the BBC and offered small grants to projects which improved the local environment. The school was awarded funding to help develop the forest school area of their grounds. 
Website www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
Yeo Moor Junior School were successful in their application to Awards for All. This is the smallest of the lottery funding streams and offers grants between £300 and £10,000 to take part in art, sport, heritage and community activities, and projects that promote education, the environment and health in the local community. Yeo Moor have been given £6,750 towards refurbishment of their community room at the school.

Website  www.awardsforall.org.uk
Additional information/support
Eco schools

This is an award programme helping schools to embed sustainable practices into school life. Schools follow a seven-step process which helps them to address various environmental themes, from litter and waste to healthy living and biodiversity. Children are the main driving force behind each school’s programme.

For further details and information on how to register visit the website

www.eco-schools.org.uk 

North Somerset Council’s Sustainability Officer can also be a useful contact for advice on aspects of implementing your Eco-schools Programme
Tel
01275 884472

Email

sustainability@n-somerset.gov.uk
Assemblies and workshops

On behalf of North Somerset Council, Resource Futures has an education officer who can deliver assemblies and curriculum-linked workshops in primary schools around key recycling and re-use themes. For further information contact Education Officer, Julia Cruse
julia.cruse@resourcefutures.co.uk
After School Clubs - Recycling Resource Pack

Voluntary Youth Groups, including After School Clubs, can borrow a free educational recycling resource pack from North Somerset Council for two weeks at a time. The pack contains fun activities around the themes of ‘Reduce, Reuse Recycle’. 

To arrange to borrow a pack contact North Somerset Council’s Waste Minimisation Officer

Tel  
01934 888 802

Email streetsandopenspaces@n-somerset.gov.uk
Woodland Trust – free trees

Schools can register to receive free copse and hedge planting packs from the Woodland Trust. Each pack contains 30 plants. For information on how to register and for guidance on your planting project visit the website. 

Email 

education@woodland-trust.org.uk 

Website

www.woodland-trust.org.uk/hedge
Somerset Wood Recycling
This is a not-for-profit community project based in Weston-super-Mare which collects and re-uses wood which would otherwise go to waste. 
They produce various products from the recycled wood including planters, bird boxes, bird tables, benches and compost bins. They have made numerous items for local schools and have recently designed and installed raised beds in several schools’ grounds.
Tel
01934 64 22 94

Email

info@somersetwoodrecycling.co.uk
Web www.somersetwoodrecycling.co.uk






