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19th January, 2009, 

Professional Development Centre, Nailsea
Present:

Tess Robinson

Diocese of Bath & Wells (Chair)

Anne Kemp


NSC Councillor

Tim Pollock


Somerset County Council, CYPD

Gillian Quick


VA Schools Rep

Jan Harper-Shea 

NSC Education Welfare Service

Julie Fox


Community Primary School Rep

Bill McEntee


NSC, School Admissions
David Gradwell

Community Rep, SEN

Caroline Hostein

Roman Catholic Primary School Rep

Liz Tunnard


NSC, School Improvement Services
Tony Pearle


NSC, School Organisation
Apologies:

Sally Varley, Barry Wratten, Pam Kelly, Elvis Johnson, Sue Calvert, Chris Hustwick, Eufron Parry

1 Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 1st December, 2008 were confirmed as a correct record

2. Update on School Reviews
Tony Pearle took members through this item and reported the following:
Yeo Moor Schools - Amalgamation
It was reported that the Executive Member for CYPS was still considering this matter and that if officers were instructed to proceed, a submission would be made to the Secretary of State for permission to publish a notice to establish a new Primary School replacing the current Yeo Moor Infant and Yeo Moor junior Schools.

Congresbury Schools

It was reported that the establishment of a Primary School by closing Glebe Infant School and expanding and extending the age range of St Andrew’s C of E Junior School was progressing well. The Public Notice has been posted and the representation period was due to end 12th February.  Provided no objections were made, officers, governors, the headteacher and Diocese of Bath & Wells would continue to work together to establish a Primary School with effect from 1st September, 2009.

Winford/Felton Schools

It was reported that the governors of St Katharine’s C of E Primary School had made a request to the LA to close the school with effect from 31st August, 2009.

Investigations were ongoing as to the possibility of expanding Winford C of E Primary School to accommodate, initially, up to 150 pupils (including those displaced by the closure of St Katharine’s School) with the facility to expand the school to 210 places, depending upon future demand.

Officers, governors, the headteacher and Diocese of Bath & Wells continue to work together on visioning and feasibility to extend Winford C  of E Primary School. 
Consideration was also being given as to whether pupils could remain on the Winford site or whether decanting arrangements would need to be considered during the construction period.

Portishead Schools

At the last meeting of the CYPS Scrutiny Panel on 14th January, the Chair of Governors of St. Barnabas C of E Primary School had requested, on behalf of the Governing Body, that the school should close with effect from 31st August, 2009 (and not 31st August, 2010 as recommended by LA Officers).
After careful consideration, the Panel recommended that St Barnabas C of E Primary School should close with effect 31st August, 2009.

The Forum expressed its concerns over the placement of the Year 5 cohort (the largest cohort in the school consisting of 13 pupils) and in supporting the Scrutiny Panel’s recommendation, expressed a desire to ensure that if the closure of the school was progressed, the impact on all pupils at the school was minimized as much as possible. This could include the consideration of offering transport facilities with each case being considered on its individual merits.
In terms of the Trust Deed governing the site, it was confirmed that investigations were ongoing as to the possibility of maintaining the Dyslexia Centre, Pre-school facility and the impending Children’s Centre.

Weston super Mare Schools
The consultation period to expand Worlebury St Paul’s VA School was due to end 21st January and that, to date, 92.5% of consultees who had responded were in favour of the proposals to establish a primary school on the site. This would be achieved by retaining the Year 3 cohort with effect from September, 2010 resulting in a phased retention of students over future Years 4,5 and 6 resulting in an all through Primary School on site by 2013. 

In noting the report, some Forum members expressed some concern as to whether, having regard to future demand for places in Weston super Mare, the LA were in the position to review provision at Mendip Green First, Hillside First and St Martin’s Junior Schools.

However, it was reported that the review to establish all through primary provision in this area was resource dependent and that the change could not take place until circumstances permitted such a change. 
3. Admissions Forum Report

Bill McEntee took members through this item. Comments in respect of the draft report which was circulated on 1st December had been taken into account and are aiming to produce a final report by the end of January. Any comments on the draft report to be emailed to Bill as soon as possible.
Forum members discussed the relationship between Forum Report and LA Report. Forum report is optional and hopefully the new School Admissions Code will make future reports less onerous and not duplicate the LA report.  

4. Primary Capital Programme

Tony Pearle reported that officers had met to review and revise the LA’s bid for funding for Year 3 (the first year was a Pilot Year in which NSC did not participate; second year funding has been approved). 

Work was ongoing and officers were on track to re-submit the bid by mid February.

5. Consultation 2010/11
Bill McEntee presented a summary of proposed changes to NSC Admissions Policies. The main changes are:

· The closing date for the receipt of applications for 2010 applications would be 23rd October, 2009
· The junior transfer policy had been amended to give priority to children attending a paired infant/first school over children attending other schools but with an older sibling attending the junior school

· Early/late transfers would now fall under the New Intake Policy (and not the In-Year Policy as at present)
· Year 12 policies (currently set by schools) would revert back to the LA for 2010 entry (for Community schools only) but as part of the new Code of Practice, would then become the responsibility of schools for the 2011 intake.

· Consideration was being given to establishing Bleadon parish and most of Hutton parish as a new First Geographical Area for Broadoak School.

· Other minor ‘housekeeping’ changes were proposed including the expansion of the LA ‘scheme’ thus enabling actual policies to be abbreviated.

The forum was requested to make any comments on the LA proposals by 1st March.

Voluntary Aided Schools

In terms of Voluntary Aided School policies, there continued to be concern over the definition of ‘regular’ church attendance to support an application. Work was being undertaken to provide a pro-forma for use, including an on-line facility.
Catholic Schools

Caroline Hostein reported that Ian McNiff had been appointed as the new Diocesan Director and was currently reviewing a ‘dictionary’ of terminology to achieve more consistency and continuity across the diocese. It was hoped that admission policies amongst the Catholic School community could be more aligned, but acknowledging that local circumstances may require local policies.

Church of England Schools

Tess Robinson reported that she was satisfied that School policies were compliant but that any comments/observations should be directed to the Diocese or to the schools themselves.

Thanks

In considering policies, the Forum wished to record its thanks to Mr McEntee for his advise and guidance.

General 

In considering consultation in general, the Forum expressed some concern about the DCSF move from the present annual consultation requirement to every 3 years (in view of the fact that most policies changed year on year).

It was acknowledged that Admissions Fora could agree to an annual consultation but this would have resource implications on staff.

It was agreed that Bill McEntee would produce a paper considering the implications of retaining annual consultation arrangements – ACTION BM
6. AOB

Constitution

It was reported that under the new Code of Practice the Forum was required to establish a new constitution by 10th February (see Part 3, Section of the School Admissions (Local Authority Reports and Admission Forums) (England) legislation)).

A list of proposed Core Members was circulated and after consideration, the Forum members moved that representatives identified should be asked to continue. (NB – see email of 19th January advising Forum members of core membership requirements).
It was agreed that due to the constraints on core member numbers (maximum of 20), neighboring authority representatives (currently core members) would no longer be core members.

National Closing dates

Bill McEntee circulated a briefing sheet highlighting the logistical difficulties the new requirements would place on LAs and schools. 
It appeared that although national closing dates had been cited, no offer dates were shown in the DCSF consultation (although the dates did appear in the draft regulations).

It was agreed that the Executive Member for CYPS would be apprised of the situation with a view to making representations to the DCSF in respect of Primary School offer dates, especially in terms of round 2 allocations. – ACTION TP
It was reported that in the new legislation, the closing dates for the receipt of applications was shown as 15th January whereas no mention of this date was made in either the draft regulations, nor the accompanying code and guidance. 
In Year Admissions

It was reported that the administrative burden as a result of the requirement to co-ordinate in year admissions would have a considerable impact upon LA resources. 
To address the requirements under in year admissions, it was reported that a workshop had been arranged with neighbouring LAs to discuss inter-authority co-ordination for 24th February. 
Agenda items for next meeting

1. Consultation requirements (1 to 3 year) (BM)

2. Update on school reviews (SV/TP)

3. National closing dates (BM/TP)

4. Core membership (TP)

5. PCP (SV/TP)

6. Admission Forum Report (BM)
Dates of next meetings

Monday 9th March, 2009 – The Campus, WSM

Monday 27th April, 2009 – Jones Room, Four Oaks, Nailsea

Monday 15th June, 2009 – The Campus, WSM
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