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CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERVICES

RE NEWSLETTER Issue No 35
Executive summary

Purpose: 

Termly newsletter 

Main Issues:

* Free RE development conference for NS teachers
* Cross-curricular planning for secondary RE teachers

* Cluster meetings focus and update

* NATRE membership offer

* Holocaust Memorial Day: new education website

* Humanist competition: The James Hemming Essay Prize 2009/10

* Art in Heaven competition 2010

* Evaluation of the Science & Religion in Schools project

* Farmington Fellowships 2010-11

* Islamic hotline

* Ready reference update

* Support for teaching about world religions

Action required 

Circulation to Headteacher, RE subject leader and SACRE link governor or Chair of Governors

Further Information

Name: Dave Francis, Associate Adviser for RE
Tel: 01275 884034
e-mail address: mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk
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In this issue:

· FREE RE DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE FOR NORTH SOMERSET TEACHERS
· CROSS-CURRICULAR PLANNING FOR SECONDARY RE TEACHERS
· CLUSTER MEETINGS FOCUS AND UPDATE

· NATRE MEMBERSHIP OFFER
· HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY: NEW EDUCATION WEBSITE
· HUMANIST COMPETITION: THE JAMES HEMMING ESSAY PRIZE 2009/10
· ART IN HEAVEN COMPETITION 2010
· EVALUATION OF THE SCIENCE AND RELIGION IN SCHOOLS PROJECT 
· FARMINGTON FELLOWSHIPS 2010-11
· ISLAMIC HOTLINE
· READY REFERENCE UPDATE

· SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS
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FREE RE DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 

FOR NORTH SOMERSET TEACHERS
I am delighted to say that we have some excellent continuing professional development opportunities for all North Somerset RE teachers later this term!

On Friday 12 March, from 8.30 am – 3.00 pm at the Campus, Weston-super-Mare, we are holding a FREE RE conference entitled Awareness, Mystery and Value (AMV) for All Pupils: Developing Effective RE in Primary, Secondary and Special Schools. The conference itself carries no fee (though schools must manage their own supply cover arrangements) and will focus on the development of effective RE for all pupils, including those with different educational needs. There will be expert input from local/regional RE advisers and an opportunity to contribute ideas for the new agreed syllabus for RE (currently under review). Delegates will be able to do some practical planning that will be relevant in their own school situation, in the light of the new secondary curriculum and the new primary curriculum proposals. Please bring your RE planning file and copy of Awareness, Mystery and Value.

Apply via North Somerset CPD online website: North Somerset CPD Online - schools-nsomersetcpdSchools (Ref 09-000608).
CROSS-CURRICULAR PLANNING FOR SECONDARY RE TEACHERS

On 16 March 2010, at the Racecourse, Taunton, there will be a FREE regional conference for secondary RE teachers in the South-West on the theme of cross-curricular working. At the event regional subject advisers for RE will work alongside those for Music, Languages, History, and PSHE education and demonstrate models of cross-curricular planning that enable effective subject learning to take place.
 
Examples of ‘compelling learning’ will also be a feature of the day and delegates will have the opportunity to engage in their own guided planning of cross-curricular approaches that reflect the requirements of the new secondary curriculum. 

Places are limited and filling up fast, so immediate application is advised. Further details and online booking for the events can be found at: www.cfbt.com/nsc.
CLUSTER MEETING FOCUS AND UPDATE
Dave Francis, North Somerset’s Associate Adviser for RE, is continuing to work as National Subject Lead for the roll-out of the new secondary curriculum for CfBT, NATRE and RE Today until 31st March 2010, but is continuing to lead the cluster and network meetings for North Somerset. 

Dave is also offering a FREE consultancy session to work with headteachers and/or RE subject leaders to complete a self-evaluation of RE. To take advantage of this offer contact him by email: mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk. The toolkit continues to be available at: http://betterre.reonline.org.uk/lead_manage/toolkit.php/.
RE Network/Cluster Meetings 
Times and venues for this term’s meetings are listed below. Do feel free to attend any of the meetings, even if it is not in your area. 
This term’s KS1&2 RE cluster meetings will feature Cathi Hemming illustrating the ‘godly play’ technique and a discussion of further extensions of this highly effective teaching and learning model beyond purely Christian sources. We will compare the approach with that of the ‘Gift to the Child’ and present a new example for you to use. Christina Bramble will join the Gordano & St Katherine’s meeting to demonstrate her Travelling Museum approach to learning about Hinduism. 
The KS3&4 Network meeting this term will include consideration of: the new RE-Route Access Box materials for students with special educational needs; a resource on Islam & Science and an example of a ‘multi-cultural day' at Worle School; and the creative use of personal, learning and thinking skills.

Backwell, Clevedon and Nailsea Cluster

Tuesday 23 February: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Golden Valley Community Primary School, Nailsea BS48 1BB.
Churchill Cluster

Wednesday 24 February: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Burrington CofE VA Primary School, BS40 7AD.
Gordano and St Katherine’s Cluster

Thursday 25 February: 3.45 – 5.15 pm at High Down Community Infant School, Down Road, Portishead, BS20 8AY.
Worle and South Weston Cluster

Thursday 4 March: 3.45 – 5.15 pm at Hillside Community First School, Church Road, Worle BS22 9EJ.

Secondary and Special Schools Cluster

Tuesday 9 March: 4.00 – 5.30 pm at Priory Community School, Worle, BS22 6BP.

NATRE MEMBERSHIP OFFER

If you are not yet a member of NATRE, then please take advantage of this special offer – 10% discount off the price of membership. This is an easy way to receive a termly input of ideas, inspiration and news to support teaching and professional development.

· Primary NATRE or Secondary - £54 (full price £60)

· Professional NATRE - £61.20 (full price £68)

· Student NATRE - £41.40 (full price £46.00)

· Combined NATRE - £96.30 (full price £107)

All NATRE membership packages include (termly):

· REtoday magazine

· Free access to members’ area of RE Today and NATRE websites

· Primary or secondary curriculum book

· REsource, NATRE’s professional journal

· 10% discount off publications and courses

To order at the special offer price, complete an application form (or phone the sales office on 0121 472 4242) and provide the following information:

· code EM0110

· the name of your NATRE-linked group [North Somerset – then your cluster: Backwell, Nailsea & Clevedon; Churchill; Gordano & St Katherine’s; or Worle & South Weston]

· the name of your group leader [Dave Francis].
This offer is specific to members of NATRE-linked local groups. The offer is only valid until Friday 26th March 2010. No other discounts apply. Tel: 0121 472 4242 Email: sales@retoday.org.uk.
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY: NEW EDUCATION WEBSITE

There are now new Holocaust Memorial Day resources for UK teachers at: http://education.hmd.org.uk/. Suitable for Primary, Secondary and Post-16 educators across the curriculum, assemblies, case studies and lesson plans and activities have been produced and are now available to download free of charge. There is also a free campaign pack to complement the education materials. This is available at http://www.hmd.org.uk/campaignpack.php or tel. 0845 838 1883.
  
HMD is, as always, on 27 January (the anniversary of the liberation of the concentration camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau.).

Sharon Artley has produced an excellent glossary to support teaching the Holocaust to students of Key Stage 3 and above. It contains photos, sections of survivor testimony, and a special feature on one Holocaust survivor, Zdenka Fantlová. See Sharon’s website for more details: http://smartleydoesit.co.uk/. Also on Sharon’s website you will find details of a free Holocaust Education CPD programme for secondary school teachers across England. 
HUMANIST COMPETITION: THE JAMES HEMMING ESSAY PRIZE 2009/10


Entries are invited from any student at a UK school or college studying for AS or A2 levels who will not have passed his or her 19th birthday by the closing date of this year’s competition, 26th March 2010.
 
The question for 2010 is: 'Tolerance, good temper and sympathy - they are what matter really.' (E M Forster, What I Believe, 1939). Discuss. In 1939 the famous humanist, novelist and essayist E M Forster wrote in his essay, What I Believe, 'Tolerance, good temper and sympathy - they are what matter really, and if the human race is not to collapse they must come to the front before long.' What do you think he meant? Do you agree with him or not? Why?

The James Hemming Essay Prize awards are: 1st Prize £1,000; 2nd Prize £500; 3rd Prize £250. Prize winners will receive their awards in London in July/August 2010. Prize winners will also receive books from the British Humanist Association and a year's subscription to New Humanist. The prize winner's college or school will receive books from the British Humanist Association and a free online subscription to New Humanist. See http://www.hemmingprize.org.uk/ for further details.

ART IN HEAVEN COMPETITION 2010
For 2010, there are special categories for digital video and for group entries. The competition is open to all pupils aged 4-19. There will be some special prizes for 16-19 work this year. Use the official entry form from the website. Further details and  previous inspiring entries can be found at: http://www.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts.

Closing date for entries 31 July 2010.

EVALUATION OF THE SCIENCE AND RELIGION IN SCHOOLS PROJECT 
The Institute of Education, University of London, is conducting an evaluation of materials produced by the Science and Religion in Schools Project (SRSP). If you have used the materials – seen here, but they are green (primary) and red (secondary) in actuality – you are invited to complete a quick survey (taking 15 – 20 minutes) and, if you wish, take part in a free prize draw for £100 of book vouchers.
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The questionnaire needs to be completed by 31 January and can be found at: www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=HvsdnSeS3Y89D6APel1wmg_3d_3d
Please contact Joanne Pearce if you need further information or would like to receive the link electronically: J.Pearce@ioe.ac.uk or tel. 020 7612 6569. 

FARMINGTON FELLOWSHIPS 2010-11

Fellowships for RE research are about to close for secondary and primary teachers and teachers of RE to children with special educational needs for the academic year 2010-11. Headteachers who wish to undertake research into either Religious Education or Values Education are also eligible to apply. 

The Fellowship will pay costs and salary of a replacement teacher for one term and enable the Fellow to gain support from one of a number of universities, including Bath Spa.
Application forms and details can be downloaded from the Farmington website: http://www.farmington.ac.uk/fellowships_and_awards/fellowships.html. The closing date for applications is 18 January 2010.
ISLAMIC HOTLINE

A telephone and internet helpline offering advice about the true teaching of Islam has been launched in the UK. Callers to the Islamic Hotline will get answers to their questions within 48 hours, from scholars trained at one of the world's principal Islamic universities. Users may also email their enquiries through the service's website.

The Islamic scholars behind the helpline hope it will combat radicalism in Britain and help ordinary Muslims answer difficult questions about their faith. Find out more on the BBC website at: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8078344.stm
READY REFERENCE: UPDATE JANUARY 2010
North Somerset SACRE’s artefact collections are held at St Georges CofE/Methodist VA Primary School (tel. 01934 426901) and Mary Elton Community Primary School, Clevedon (tel. 01275 876432).

WEB SUPPORT FOR AMV for updates to the AMV scheme of work and further agreed syllabus guidance at: www.n-somerset.gov.uk/amv.

Find out more about the work of SACREs up and down the country via the National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) website at http://www.nasacre.org.uk/.
THE RE:QUEST WEBSITE contains specific links to the AMV syllabus. Go to: www.request.org.uk/teachers/syllabus/awareness/aware01.htm.

MAJOR RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS: www.culham.ac.uk/tvr/festcalendar.php.

TEACHERS TV Resources to support Primary RE. Several 15 minute programmes can be found at: www.teachers.tv/video/browser/1014/810.
SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS

For all speakers, please make arrangements to cover their expenses and any fees directly with the individuals involved.

BUDDHISM

· Mike Keogh (Friends of the Western Buddhist Order [FWBO]): tel. 07775 928722; email michael.s.keogh@googlemail.com. FWBO: www.bristol-buddhist-centre.org. 

· Paula-Boudica Brightwell: (Nichiren Daishonin) tel. 01458 443275 or 07952 409024.

· The Amitabha Buddhist Centre in Bristol. Please contact: Kelsang Rak-Ma, Education Programme Co-ordinator: info@meditationbristol.org or see: www.meditationinbristol.org.
· Lam Rim Tibetan: www.lamrim.org.uk/lrb_info.htm.

· Sakya Tibetan: www.dechen.org/centres/southwest/bristol.html.
CHRISTIANITY

· Sylvia Staddon (Weston-super-Mare School Prayer Network) – database of church leaders and members who visit for assemblies. Tel: 01934 514614 or email jonsyl@supanet.com for details. 

· For Christian churches see: www.findachurch.co.uk/index.html. 

· Mike Strange, manager of the RE:Quest website, may also be available to talk to staff or work with pupils on using the site. Email: m_strange@sky.com.

HINDUISM
· Dhirashanta Das [ISKON] Tel: 01566 786965 Email: dhirasanta@aol.com.

· Hindu Temple, 163b Church Road, Redfield, Bristol, BS5 9LA .Tel: 0117 935 1007 – visits for pupils of all ages. Email Panditji Kamlesh Vyas (the priest at the Temple) at panditji@bristolhindutemple.co.uk. To find out more about school visits to the Temple see the website: www.bristolhindutemple.co.uk/Community.htm?.

· Christina Bramble – Travelling Museum Workshops –  60 for a morning (2 hour workshop incl. story or 2 shorter sessions) and £100 for a whole day at the school (usually including art & craft work or other activities). Contact her at christina.bramble@blueyonder.co.uk or see her website: http://www.travellingmuseum.org.uk. 
ISLAM
· Mr Farooq A. Siddique, Community Development Officer, Bristol Muslim Cultural Society, NEW ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER!! 404 Stapleton Rd., Bristol, BS5 6NQ, 0117 952 1802. Email: bmcs@bmcs.org.uk. Website: www.bmcs.org.uk. Office opening times are Mon-Fri 9.30am to 5pm but please note that the office is closed during Muslim prayer times, lunch-hour [1.30-2.30] and at weekends.

· Please note that Hassan Morrison of the Islamic Awareness and Education Project [IAEP], has retired. Regrettably the website Islam4schools is now defunct.

· There is a new mosque in Yeovil (Imam Ilyaas Limbada). I hope to be visiting shortly and should be able to pass on contact details soon after.
JUDAISM
· Bristol Progressive Synagogue, Bannerman Road, Bristol. Please contact Effie Romaine: effie_romaine@blueyonder.co.uk.

· Exeter Synagogue, Synagogue Place, Mary Arches Street, Exeter, EX4 3BA. They prefer age 8+, and charge £1 per pupil per visit. Contact Dr Paul Newgass, (President, Exeter Synagogue), who will also visit your school to talk about the Holocaust, on: 01392 251529 or email: paulnewgass@btinternet.com. 

· Robin and Arnold Kanarek Tel:01935 263667 Email: rkanarek@homecall.co.uk. 

· Mrs Jane Silver-Corren is available for assemblies / INSET. Sessions start at £35 per hour plus some child-care costs. Tel: 01308 459320 or email janesilvercorren@gmail.com.

SIKHISM
· Gurdial Singh is available to visit schools and/or arrange visits to a Gurdwara in Bristol. Tel: 0117 956 6976 or 07981 130188 Email: gurdial.singh@fsmail.net.

Contact: 
Dave Francis – North Somerset Associate RE Adviser
           Tel: 01275 884034 
Fax: 01275 884058 
                      E-mail:mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk 
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