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CONFERENCES FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

I am delighted to say that we have some excellent continuing professional development (CPD) opportunities for all North Somerset RE teachers later this term!
For Key Stages 1&2 and Foundation Stage teachers, we have a half day training event on Wednesday 4 March, 8.30 am – 12.00 pm at the Campus, Weston-super-Mare. North Somerset SACRE is offering this as a FREE course, with early lunch included (but no supply cover). The course is entitled ‘Christianity and Hinduism in the Primary School’ and has been planned by Dave Francis and Brenda Codd. The aim is to promote good practice in RE teaching related to these two faiths from Foundation to KS2. The main speakers will be Jay Lakhani (Hindu teacher and author) and Mike Strange (founder and manager of the RE:Quest website). There will be time for some practical planning. Please bring your RE co-ordinator’s file.

Please book online via http://cpd.n-somerset.gov.uk/cpd (quoting ref: E05-02686).
For Key Stages 3&4 RE teachers, we have an exceptional opportunity to learn about compelling learning in Art & Design and History as well as in RE. You will be able to work with colleagues across the region on planning for effective cross-curricular learning. Thanks to the School Improvement Service, this day course has been subsidised for North Somerset secondary and special schools and will cost only £40 for each delegate (up to two per school, so why not bring a friend from the Art/History department?) rather than the £80 full fee.
The event takes place on Wednesday 18 March 2009 from 9.00 am – 3.30 pm at the Old Deanery, Wells, and is being led by Dave Francis, (national subject lead for RE), Dr John Steers (General Secretary, National Society for Education in Art & Design) and Dr Michael Riley (Director of the Schools National History Project) with support from regional subject advisers: Andy Midwinter (RE), Dr Dean Smart (History) and Sam Eyre (Art & Design).
Places are extremely limited, so apply right away when you receive the application form being sent to you by the Diocese of Bath & Wells administration team. Your school will be invoiced for the full cost of the course, and 50% will be reimbursed by North Somerset School Improvement Service (SIS) after the event.

CLUSTER MEETING FOCUS AND UPDATE

RE Network/Cluster Meetings 

Times and venues for this term’s meetings are listed below. Do feel free to attend any of the meetings, even if it is not in your area.

This term’s KS1&2 RE cluster meetings will focus on Developing a Cross-Curricular Approach from an RE Perspective. 
The KS3&4 Network meeting this term will replaced by the cross-curricular conference on 18 March – see previous page.
There will be opportunities in all network meetings to share teaching ideas.

Backwell, Clevedon and Nailsea Cluster

Thursday 5 February: 2.30 – 4.00 pm at Yatton Junior School.
Churchill Cluster

Wednesday 11 February: 4.00 - 5.30 pm at Winscombe Woodborough Primary School.
Gordano and St Katherine’s Cluster

Thursday February 12: 3.45 – 5.15 pm at High Down Infant School, Portishead.
Worle and South Weston Cluster

Wednesday 4 February: 3.45 - 5.15 pm at St Georges VA Primary School, Worle.
Secondary and Special Schools Cluster

Wednesday 18 March 2009 (see conference details on previous page).

FARMINGTON FELLOWSHIPS
An opportunity to engage in a term’s study of an RE theme of your choice, salary and supply cover paid for, supported by one of 14 universities. For the academic year 2009-2010 applications are welcome with a closing date of 9 February 2009. The Fellowships are open to all teachers of RE and headteachers from any primary, secondary or special schools. For details: www.farmington.ac.uk or telephone: 01865 271965.
JEWISH WAY OF LIFE CD-ROM

Coming FREE to you soon: a valuable new resource produced by the Board of Deputies of British Jews (BDBJ) – the ‘Jewish Way of Life’ CD-ROM. Rosemary Rivett (Director of Professional Services, RE Today) says of this “An essential resource for anyone teaching or learning about Judaism”
There is an introduction by Lord Robert Winston who explains that the CD-ROM is aimed at showing Judaism as a living faith and culture. His mother set up a travelling exhibition of ‘The Jewish Way of Life’ and this new resource is a progression from that.

The Teacher’s Guide to the 3 key units (‘Who We Are’, ‘What We Do’ and ‘What We Believe’) deals with controversial topics and gives advice on how to approach them. You will also find details of venues and booking procedures for the travelling exhibition. Go to: www.jwol.org.uk for more information.

JOINT WORKING WITH DEVON RE TEACHERS

There is an opportunity to engage in some collaborative working with Devon teachers on the following topics:

· Community cohesion guidance
· Exemplification of standards
· Revisit on SMSC and Collective Worship
· Supporting talented pupils in RE
· Guidance for mixed aged classes
· Attainment and assessment
· Philosophy for pupils and thinking skills
 
Let Dave know if interested by emailing mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk and indicating which topic(s) you are particularly interested in.
NEW RESOURCES FOR SACRE COLLECTIONS

SACRE’s artefact collections at St Georges CofE/Methodist VA Primary School and Mary Elton Community Primary School, Clevedon, have received a boost recently with the addition of the Bal Krishna (baby Krishna) figure featured in the ‘Gift to the Child’ CDs (still available from Articles of Faith). This new murti can be used to enhance children’s understanding of a number of aspects of Hinduism, e.g., Unit 5: Milestones in Family Life and Unit 10: What’s it Like to be a Hindu?

Also added to the collections is Seeta Lakhani’s book, Primary Hinduism. This pupil-friendly text contains chapters on such topics as ‘What is Hinduism?’, ‘What Hindus believe’, ‘Worship and Celebrations’, ‘Can we see God?’, ‘My Family’ and ‘Thinking about others’. It provides a useful extra resource for learning related to the Agreed Syllabus units featuring examples from Hinduism. 

SHORT COURSE ON SCIENCE AND RELIGION IN SCHOOLS

This is a great opportunity for teachers of Science, Philosophy or RE to take part in a weekend course exploring current thinking on the Science/Religion debate. Topics include:

‘Evolution and Religion’ - Dr Denis Alexander.

‘Relating Science and Religion’ - Revd Dr John Polkinghorne KBE FRS.

‘Global Climate Change’ - Prof Bob White FRS.

The course takes place at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, St Edmund’s College, Cambridge, from Friday 3 – Sunday 5 April 2009 and it may be possible to apply for CPD funding should you wish to attend.
For more details including bursaries and discounts: www.faradayinstitute.org or contact: Faraday.Administrator@st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk. 

MULTI-FAITH PROJECTS IN SCHOOLS IN THE SOUTH WEST

Jane Silver-Corren, qualified in Performing Arts and Occupational Therapy, has been running Jewish Education projects in schools and community groups for 10 years. The sessions are practical, focused and fun with the aim of extending the participants’ knowledge and understanding of Judaism in particular but of religious faith and practice in general. Most recently she has been working on multi-faith days with teachers from Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Christian and Bahá’í backgrounds. The days include time for reflection, discussion, artwork, stories and songs.

For more information about how to devise a successful multi-faith event or to book Jane’s services, please contact: janesilvercorren@gmail.com.
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Jane Silver-Corren and her children prepare for Shabbat.

SELF EVALUATION OF RE

Brenda Codd continues to offer this valuable FREE consultancy session for headteachers and/or RE subject leaders to complete a self-evaluation of RE. 

Take advantage of this offer by contacting Brenda by email: brendacodd@btinternet.com to arrange an appointment – bookings now being taken for the Spring and Summer terms. The toolkit itself is available, as well as a self-evaluation form that that can be completed on a word processor, from: betterre.reonline.org.uk/lead_manage/toolkit.php.

SHARING GOOD PRACTICE

Don’t forget Holocaust Memorial Day: 27 JANUARY 2009.
The Holocaust Education Trust is collecting data, through an online survey, to find out the views of secondary teachers on teaching about the Holocaust. Once this has been done a high quality Holocaust Education programme will be developed and made available to all schools. Teachers of any subject are invited to complete the survey at: www.hedpuk.org.

Here are some suggestions from the cluster meetings last term:

· The story of Nicky Cruz is useful in ‘Barriers and Bridges’ unit, BUT can anyone suggest a more contemporary alternative?

· The Barnabas Organisation produces some useful material such as ‘Collective Worship Unwrapped’ and ‘Beyond the Candle’: http:/www.barnabasinschools.org.uk.
· ‘Values for Life’ is a useful resource pack from the Gloucester Diocese about specific Christian values for use in Collective Worship and also suggests  classroom follow-up ideas: glosrerc@star.co.uk.
· Some Harvest ideas ranged from distributing food to local organisations to selling it off at the end of the day with the proceeds going to charity. Also worth noting that the Diocese of Bath and Wells produces an excellent primary pack for Harvest: resourcecentre@ bathwells.anglican.org.
Special thanks to NATRE/REtoday for the following:

· The new RE Today catalogue has been published which includes several new publications such as ‘My First Qur’an’ and ‘Picturing Jesus – Fresh Ideas’. Subscribers will receive a copy of the catalogue in their termly mailing otherwise contact www.retoday.org.uk.

· RE Today will be on stand PZ – K42 at the Education Show, NEC, Birmingham from 26 -28 March. Lots of special offers and advice available, registration is free with a fee for any seminars you wish to attend. You can register online at: www.education-show.com.

· Following Islam Awareness Week Leicester SACRE, young people and volunteers from the local faith community have worked together to produce an interactive website which presents materials for the whole age range on a variety of topics: www.iaw-schools.org.uk.
SECONDARY CURRICULUM UPDATE
Dave Francis continues his work with this extensive initiative. As well as this personal support you can access current information via: 

QCA: http://curriculum.qca.org.uk 
Specific materials: www.newsecondarycurriculum.org 
NATRE support: www.natre.org.uk/secondary.
PRIMARY CURRICULUM REVIEW
Work on this has progressed considerably in recent months and the draft curriculum will be put out for consultation during this term. In the meantime you can download Sir Jim Rose’s interim report to the Secretary of State from: http://search.publications.teachernet.gov.uk.
READY REFERENCE: UPDATE JANUARY 2009
WEB SUPPORT FOR AMV for updates to the AMV scheme of work and further agreed syllabus guidance at: www.n-somerset.gov.uk/amv.

THE RE:QUEST WEBSITE contains specific links to the AMV syllabus. Go to: www.request.org.uk/teachers/syllabus/awareness/aware01.htm.

MAJOR RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS: www.culham.ac.uk/tvr/festcalendar.php.

TEACHING HUMANISM The British Humanist Association has launched a new website: www.humanismforschools.org.uk. 
TEACHERS TV Resources to support Primary RE! Several 15 minute programmes can be found at: www.teachers.tv/video/browser/1014/810.
SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS

For all speakers, please make arrangements to cover their expenses and any fees directly with the individuals involved.

BUDDHISM

· Mike Keogh (Friends of the Western Buddhist Order [FWBO]): NEW tel. 07775 928722; NEW email michael.s.keogh@googlemail.com. FWBO: www.bristol-buddhist-centre.org. 

· Paula-Boudica Brightwell: (Nichiren Daishonin) tel. 01458 443275 or 07952 409024.

· The Amitabha Buddhist Centre in Bristol. Please contact: Kelsang Rak-Ma, Education Programme Co-ordinator: info@meditationbristol.org or see: www.meditationinbristol.org.
· Lam Rim Tibetan: www.lamrim.org.uk/lrb_info.htm.

· Sakya Tibetan: www.dechen.org/centres/southwest/bristol.html.
CHRISTIANITY

· Sylvia Staddon (Weston-super-Mare School Prayer Network) – database of church leaders and members who visit for assemblies. Tel: 01934 514614 or email jonsyl@supanet.com for details. 

· For Christian churches see: www.findachurch.co.uk/index.html. 

· Mike Strange, manager of the RE:Quest website, may also be available to talk to staff or work with pupils on using the site. Email: m_strange@sky.com.

· Carol Baillie has spent time with the Christian evangelical Ramabai Mukti Mission in India and is happy to speak in assembly or to groups of pupils about her experiences. Please contact her to discuss: carolbaillie@yahoo.com.
HINDUISM
· Dhirashanta Das [ISKON] Tel: 01566 786965 Email: dhirasanta@aol.com.

· Hindu Temple, 163b Church Road, Redfield, Bristol, BS5 9LA .Tel: 0117 935 1007 – visits for pupils of all ages. Email Panditji Kamlesh Vyas (the priest at the Temple) at panditji@bristolhindutemple.co.uk. To find out more about school visits to the Temple see the website: www.bristolhindutemple.co.uk/Community.htm?.

ISLAM
· Mr Farooq A. Siddique, Community Development Officer, Bristol Muslim Cultural Society, 101A St. Marks Road, Easton, Bristol BS5 6HY. Tel. and Fax: 0117 939 2559. Email: bmcs@bmcs.org.uk. Website: www.bmcs.org.uk . Office opening times are Mon-Fri 9.30am to 5pm but please note that the office is closed during Muslim prayer times, lunch-hour [1.30-2.30] and at weekends.

· Hassan Morrison of the Islamic Awareness and Education Project [IAEP], 146 Southmead, Chippenham SN14 0SB. Tel: 08707 607471 Email: info@islam4schools.com.

JUDAISM

· Progressive Synagogue, Bannerman Road, Bristol. Please contact Effie Romaine: effie_romaine@blueyonder.co.uk.

· Robin and Arnold Kanarek Tel:01935 263667 Email: rkanarek@homecall.co.uk.

· Mrs Jane Silver-Corren (see article above) is available for assemblies / INSET. Sessions start at £35 per hour plus some child-care costs. Tel: 01308 459320 or email janesilvercorren@gmail.com.
SIKHISM
· Gurdial Singh is available to visit schools and/or arrange visits to a Gurdwara in Bristol. Tel: 0117 956 6976 or 07981 130188 Email: gurdial.singh@fsmail.net.

Contact: 
Dave Francis – North Somerset Associate RE Adviser
           Tel: 01275 884034 
Fax: 01275 884058 
                      E-mail:mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk 
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