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North Somerset School Admissions Forum

Monday 7 July 2008, 

10:00 – 12noon at Four Oaks, Nailsea
Present

Tess Robinson (Chair) 

Eufron Parry

Sally Varley

Lynne Packer

Elvis Johnson

Sue Calvert
Jeremy Watt

Tony Pearle


Bill McEntee

Chris Mayer
Julie Fox

Gillian Quick

Cathy Paul
   
Diocese of Bath & Wells

Methodist Officer for New Schools
NSC, School Organisation and Access Manager

NSC, SEN Team
Somerset Racial Equality Council
Bath & North East Somerset Council

Deputy Head of Childrens Education Advisory Service (MoD)

NSC School Organisation Manager
NSC School Admissions Policy Officer

NSC Governor Support

Herons' Moor Community Primary School

Worlebury St Paul's C of E First School

School Admissions Team (minute taker)

1.
Apologies and Introductions

Trevor Bailey, Graham Silverthorne, John Wells, Caroline Glossop, Anne Kemp, 
Paul Strathers, John Brock, David Gradwell, Pam Kelly, Barry Wratten, Sarah 
Griffiths
2.
Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th April 2008 were agreed subject to the 
inclusion of Anne Kemp under apologies.
3.
Matters arising

Action Points – No 3, page 1 Bill McEntee – A working group had been set up.  At the time of the meeting the LA was awaiting a decision from the Adjudicator re sibling link in rural schools policy.  Since the meeting the Adjudicator has confirmed that he will make no changes to our policy for the 2009/10 school year, other than amending a technical error. 

Regarding Long Ashton, the Ombudsman’s view was that there was no
 
maladministration and the LA had, in fact, applied S106 monies appropriately. 

It was also reported that the Executive had agreed not to utilise off-school accommodation and that it was not possible to make changes to either school based on current school site limitations.


The possibility of utilising land around Birdwell School was being investigated but these investigations were at a very early stage.
4.
2009/10 Membership
Membership of the Admissions Forum will automatically roll forward to 08/09 unless members specifically request to opt out.
It was noted that the Forum was under-represented in certain areas and in this respect, it was reported that Tony Pearle and Bill McEntee would meet to identify areas of under-representation. In addition, Chris Mayer agreed to seek a primary School representative. ACTION TP, BM, CM
5.
Admissions Forum Report Update

It was reported that Local Authorities were required to submit the report to the 
Schools Commissioner by December 2008 and that it was hoped that a first 
draft would be available to Forum Members in October. Work was required on the 
analysis of appeals and in this respect, Jeremy Watts CEAS 
(MoD) kindly 
volunteered to undertake this work. 

TR thanked BM for all the work to date. 
6.
Update on 2009/10 Policies
· BM outlined the revised Statutory Process which amends the objection period from 6 weeks to 31st July.
A few issues with 6th Form policies had arisen, and changes had also been requested by the LA and the Forum to the Y7 policy for Churchill Community Foundation School & Sixth Form Centre.  Following further advice in a letter signed by the Chair, all schools agreed to incorporate changes to ensure Admission Policies were legally compliant. 
7.
In-Year Admissions 2007/08 update


For information, BM Circulated Primary & Secondary decision spreadsheets.
8.
Admission Appeals 08/09

It was noted that there had been a 67% increase in appeals for 2007 in the Primary 
Sector. 23 schools were over-subscribed for 2007 compared to 16 for 2006. 
Because of the equal preference ruling more parents were being offered their 2nd/3rd 
preference resulting in an increase in the number of appeals.  
9.
Report on Consultation Event 30 June 08 

TR, SV and BM attended a consultation event on 30th June (copy of report enclosed 
with minutes).

In general, the viewpoint was that the Admissions Code was generally robust and 
that the new code would serve to close some legal loopholes and re-state some 
policies. 


Other points were raised in terms of definitions, the statutory nature of the Forum, 
Co-ordinated Admission Arrangements, Transport, Infant Class size Appeals and 
Service Families. 


SV agreed to formulate a response on behalf of the Forum and any members 
wishing to make comments/observations should email Tony at tony.pearle@n-
somerset.gov.uk. 

10. School Organisation in Nailsea
It was reported that following a full review of provision the amalgamation of Hannah 
More Infant School & Grove Junior Schools would not take place on this occasion.  

Members had determined that whilst it was felt that such an amalgamation would not 
be in the interest of the town of Nailsea at this time, the LA should still seek to join the schools to become an all-through primary school some time in the future.


The Forum was asked to support the recommendations of the CYPS Scrutiny 
Working Group and CYPS Scrutiny Panel and also to recommend to the Executive 
Member for Children & Young People’s Services that the Council reviews the school place provision at Hannah More Infant and Grove Junior Schools once one of the following triggers is
reached:

· pupil projections show a surplus of places exceeding 200 places within Nailsea;
· demand for places in the town due to new residential developments enables new school places to be created elsewhere in the town.  A reduction of places at Hannah More Infant and Grove Junior Schools could be progressed without detriment to the overall school place capacity within Nailsea; or 
· an amalgamation trigger as detailed in the SOP is reached.

After consideration, the Forum agreed to the Recommendation.
11. Glebe Infant School & St Andrews Junior School

Both schools had expressed an interest in amalgamating following the resignation of 
the Head of Glebe Infant School and in this respect, it was agreed that the possibility 
of amalgamating the schools should be investigated and progressed. 
12.
Primary Capital Programme - Update
· SV outlined the scheme indicating how North Somerset schools could benefit from approx £40m additional funding over the next 15 years

· It was stressed that the PCP was not just a ‘like for like’ scheme and that the DCSF would not consider schemes based solely on condition

· Bids would be expected to be based on several factors (condition, suitability, deliverability, deprivation and work force reforms) resulting in adaptable learning environments resulting in schools ‘fit for the 21st Century’.

· SV outlined the PCP priority list and could, if approved, provide additional resources (combined with devolved capital and prudential borrowing) to enable rebuilding/remodelling of the schools.

13.
A.O.B.

Local Authorities were under a duty to promote sustainable travel to school by 
discouraging the use of motor vehicles. It was considered good practice to include a 
reference to sustainable travel in the LA’s Admission Information Booklets. Any 
comments/suggestions should be forwarded to BM at 
bill.mcentee@n-
somerset.gov.uk.

14. Date & time of next meeting


It was suggested the Forum meet once a term between 10.00am and 12.00pm with 
a variation in venues. 


The next meeting is scheduled for 15 September 2008. 10am at the Campus.


Subsequent meetings are as follows:


Monday 24 November 2008, 10-12:00pm at the Campus, Weston super Mare

Monday 19 January 2009, 10-12pm Milton Room, Four Oaks, Nailsea


Monday 9 March 2009, 10-12pm at the Campus, Weston super Mare

Monday 27 April 2009, 10-12pm Jones Room, Four Oaks, Nailsea


Monday 15 June 2009, 10-12pm at the Campus, Weston super Mare
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