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In this issue:
· NEW SYLLABUS READY TO GO!

· THE LEARNING EXCHANGE AND SUPPORT FOR RE IN NORTH SOMERSET 
· PRIMARY RE SUBJECT LEADERS CONFERENCE 

· REPORT ON THE NATIONAL CELEBRATION OF RE: MARCH 2011

· SHAP CALENDARS: NEW ARRANGEMENTS
· HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2011
· JAINISM
· TREASURES OF HEAVEN EXHIBITION AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM
· QUARCENTENARY OF THE KING JAMES BIBLE
· NATRE NEWS: ART IN HEAVEN 2011; UPDATE – RE AND THE EBAC; CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN KEAST OBE
· READY REFERENCE UPDATE

· SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS
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NEW SYLLABUS: READY TO GO! 
The website for our new locally agreed syllabus, Awareness, Mystery and Value (AMV) 2011 can now be found at http://amv.somerset.gov.uk/ 

It was good to see so many of you at the syllabus launch events for teachers and governors at the Campus on 7 March. Since then many new items have been added to the website. As well as all the legal requirements and statutory programmes of study you can now find a set of planning guides. These include long-term planning overviews for each key stage, guides for mixed age groups and split units and a guide and proforma for your own adapted schemes of learning. 
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New sample schemes of work can be found on the new website and schemes from the existing syllabus can be adapted. 

Lesson ideas for KS1&2 have been published by RE Today, many of which can be easily adapted for the new AMV. I demonstrated these at the last cluster meetings. 

The RE Today units have NOT been written specifically for AMV, but they do contain superb ideas for lesson activities that can be adapted for use within our new enquiry-based programme of study. They may be purchased from the RE Today webshop at http://shop.retoday.org.uk/category/.units.pr. Each unit costs £8, but if you would like a 25% discount please email me for a discount code: mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk 
We have now published the standards statements – in the form of ‘can-do’ level statements, linked to the six areas of enquiry and with exemplars for each statement. In additional, there are performance (P-level) statements for pupils working below the level 1 expectation. All can be found under ‘Syllabus’ > ‘Standards and Assessment’ on the website.

Although the new syllabus is modelled very closely on the current one, there are important differences, particularly in the enquiry-based approach that has been adopted for all the units of study and in the new emphasis on local connections in the programmes of study. Teaching from the new syllabus begins in September this year, so make sure you are ready!
THE LEARNING EXCHANGE AND SUPPORT FOR RE IN NORTH SOMERSET 
There will be no RE twilight meeting this term as we wait to see what schools require from the relationship with the new Learning Exchange.

Negotiations are currently taking place between the Exchange’s advisers and North Somerset headteachers. If you would like RE to be included in the package of support for your school, please ask your headteacher to mention RE clusters / network meetings specifically when they meet with their Learning Exchange Adviser.
All being well, normal service will be resumed in the Autumn Term!
PRIMARY RE SUBJECT LEADERS CONFERENCE
By the time you receive this newsletter there will only be a few days left to register for this year’s Primary RE Leaders Conference that I am running with the Diocese of Bath & Wells at the Old Deanery, Wells, on Friday 20th May 2011.
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This year’s conference is particularly exciting because we have secured the services of Somerset’s former Literacy Consultant, Annie Fisher. I have been working with Annie on and off over the last couple of years and we have produced two new units of study showing how to build literacy skills through RE. All of the hard work was done by Annie and I am delighted to say that she is able to demonstrate these units, which relate principally to Hinduism, at the conference. 

Annie is also delivering the keynote presentation, ‘RE and Literacy: curriculum cousins’ and the whole event will be great for those of you looking to find additional curriculum time for RE.

In addition to Annie’s sessions I am offering workshop options on Islam – one for Reception and KS1 and the other for KS2. 

Here, I will be showing how to make connections with AT2 ‘Learning FROM religion’ with a focus on practical activities for helping children understand more about ‘Muslim Awareness, Muslim Mystery and Muslim Value’!

Please contact Jayne at the Diocese: jayne.brown@bathwells.anglican.org for further information.
REPORT ON THE NATIONAL CELEBRATION OF RE: MARCH 2011
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Celebrating RE month saw a burst of RE-related activity in North Somerset. A programme of at least 25 visits from representatives of faith communities took place across our schools and there were many more special RE events and activities in individual schools, ranging from entries to the national competitions, in-school quizzes, classroom and school reception area displays, visits to places of worship and whole-school learning projects, led by RE.

Anne Smith from Blagdon Primary School reported that Key Stage 1 staff and pupils were thrilled by their visit from Dhirashanta Das: ‘He was booked for the morning, but everyone was having such a lovely time they asked him to stay all day! Brilliant!’

Jenny Holman from Grove Junior School reported that children and teachers really enjoyed their visit from Jane Silver-Corren. All were impressed with the engagement of the children in Jane’s activities with them, which were very well prepared and pitched at just the right level. In addition, celebrations from different religions featured in large displays in the hall; ‘so we had Christianity, Judaism, Sikhism, Islam and Hinduism all colourfully and creatively on display!’

Children from Burrington Primary School visited the Sikh Gurdwara in Bristol and RE Coordinator Sue Holden reported that the trip was thoroughly enjoyed by the children.
Katherine Hoare of Churchill Community School wrote: ‘March saw the start of Celebrating RE month which aims to showcase RE at its best and publicise the value and importance of RE for every young person.

‘Tuesday 8th March saw Year 7 and year 8 get creative designing a logo for the RE department during a lunchtime session run by Miss Hoare and Mr Collins. Some excellent logos were designed by Betty Forman, Katrina Fox, Meg Hawkyard, Jess Kelly and Eve Sinclair. All entrants received a sweet prize for their efforts. 

‘On Wednesday 9th March we were lucky enough to have a visit from Rev. Thomson, where year 11 quizzed him on a variety of things as varied such as ‘Do you believe everything written in the Bible?’ ‘Would God forgive someone who had murdered someone?’ ‘If you believe in God how natural can disasters happen?’
‘Year 11 student, Kaye Wannerton, said, “We were given the opportunity in our RE lessons to prepare questions based on what we had learnt over the two years. When asking the questions we found his answers insightful and enlightening. His responses were very interesting and helpful making it easier for us to understand his views on many of the issues concerning Christianity today.”
‘Many thanks to Rev. Thomson who answered the year 11s questions in such depth. 

‘Throughout the week Miss Hoare ran a Whole School Photography Competition on the topic of belief. The overall winner was Lydia Carpenter of Year 7 with her stunning photo taken on Crooks Peak. She was presented with a WH Smith voucher in her house assembly. Patrick Nolan of Year 8 was a close runner up with his entry showing places of worship and he received an Easter egg for his efforts. 
‘Last but not least there was a Whole School RE Quiz based on pictures, places and religious artefacts. Year 7 took part in the quiz during their RE lessons and the completion was open to anyone during break and lunchtimes. Well done to Ed Thomas of Year 8 who won the overall prize of a book of his choice!’

Many thanks to all of you who did something special for Celebrating RE month – you have helped to raised the profile of the subject locally and nationally and there have been great benefits for our pupils! 
SHAP CALENDARS: NEW ARRANGEMENTS 

Many of you will, I am sure, have purchased copies of the Shap Calendar of Religious Festivals in either its Booklet, Wallchart or Pictorial version. In future, however, none of these will be available in their previous form. Instead of printing and posting these materials, Shap is proposing to distribute the Calendars by email, at a reduced charge of £3.50 (£2.50 for bulk orders). This emailed version will include the Calendar Booklet in a slightly modified and enlarged presentation; and three pages of the former laminated version, each covering six months, in A4 page format (replacing the former A2 Wallchart). Accompanying these versions of the Calendar, will be 12 of David Rose’s superb colour photographs (with captions) that will each serve to illustrate one of the relevant festivals.
 
The question is: would you purchase such an annual email package at a price of £3.50? Please let Shap know, by sending an email - a simple YES or NO to the E-mail Calendar – as soon as possible, to calendar@shapworkingparty.org.uk and copy to debbie.freeman@n-somerset.gov.uk 

Shap will then send a firm offer by email to those who have shown interest.  Payment will be possible at that time, or on receipt of the package in the summer, by PayPal, BACS or using a credit or debit card. Cheques will still be accepted, though credit by email will be the preferred method.
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY: 27 JANUARY 2011

Winscombe School commemorated HMD with some work based on the idea that people’s shoes survived the Holocaust, when so may people did not... 
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Sara Franklin writes: During the build up to Holocaust Memorial Day and as part of our WW2 project, I decided the time was right to introduce some work on this theme.

To make it more accessible to Y4/5 I used the idea of the shoes that were left behind. In artwork we drew shoes (I have a vast collection of many colours) and then we studied the story of a pendant that had been hidden in the shoe of a survivor of the holocaust that is still worn to this day. This was quite hard for all of us to come to terms with, but the discussions it provoked made it a very valuable and poignant experience. We then thought about all the shoes that were left behind, not just during the WW2 holocaust, but in Rwanda and at the Twin Towers and in many other conflicts. What stories might they tell? Some of us brought in our favourite footwear and posed with them. Do they speak of us, our lives, loves and dreams? Are we as humans any different from or unequal to others?

We then adapted some of the poems from the Holocaust website help us understand that we are all responsible for each other and there are times when we must speak up or be lost. We changed one of the poems to imagine our feelings if the groups we belong to were outlawed and persecuted.

[image: image26.jpg]



JAINISM

· Do you know about Jainism? 

· Did you know that the new agreed syllabus for RE encourages you to include additional studies of religions and beliefs beyond the ‘Big Six’, and this could include Jainism?

· Do you perhaps have any Jain children in your school?

If any of these questions attract your attention, then you may be interested in taking a look at the information provided by The Institute of Jainology (IoJ) on its website at: www.jainology.org/jainpedia/ 
It includes information about an exhibition of Jain Treasures currently at The British Library. This free display is open until the end of June, allowing you time to look through the collection and enjoy a tour led by volunteers from the Jain community.

The IoJ has also recently published the book Jain Tales with original artwork by Kamini Gupta, and text by Colin Hynson. The book has been designed for young readers, giving them an insight into the Jain religion, ethics and principles through stories that illustrate Jain teachings. The launch of this book adds to the entry-level book, Discover Jainism which is already part of the Religious Education programme in some schools.
Other resource materials relating to Jainism can be found on the website of The Victoria and Albert Museum at www.vam.ac.uk  
TREASURES OF HEAVEN EXHIBITION AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM

From 23rd June until 9th October 2011, this major exhibition brings together for the first time some of the finest sacred treasures of the medieval age. It features over 150 objects from more than 40 institutions including the Vatican, European church treasuries, museums from the USA and Europe and the British Museum’s own pre-eminent collection.
It was during the medieval period that the use of relics in devotional practice first developed and became a central part of Christian worship. For many, the relics of Christ and the saints – objects associated with them, such as body parts or possessions – continue to provide a bridge between heaven and earth today.
Relics were usually set into ornate containers of silver and gold known as reliquaries, opulently decorated by the finest craftsmen of the age. They had spiritual and symbolic value that reflected the importance of their sacred contents.

The earliest items date from the late Roman period and trace the evolution of the cult of the saints from the 4th century to the peak of relic veneration in late medieval Europe.
Relics featured in the exhibition include three thorns thought to be from the Crown of Thorns, fragments of the True Cross, the foot of St Blaise, the breast milk of the Virgin Mary, the hair of St John the Evangelist, and the Mandylion of Edessa (one of the earliest known likenesses of Jesus).
Treasures such as these have not been seen in significant numbers in the UK since the Reformation in the 16th century, which saw the wholesale destruction of saints’ shrines. The exhibition offers a rare opportunity to glimpse the heritage of beautiful medieval craftsmanship that was lost to this country for centuries.
More details are available at www.britishmuseum.org 

QUARCENTENARY OF THE KING JAMES BIBLE

Did you know that 2011 marks the 400th Anniversary of the King James Bible? This particular translation of Christianity’s sacred text is known and loved all over the world and is still used by many individuals and communities today. Visit http://www.kingjamesbibletrust.org/ for information on the celebratory events taking place not just locally, but nationally and internationally too. 

Free schemes of work about the King James Bible for Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 have been produced by the London Diocesan Board for Schools and are now available at http://schools.london.anglican.org/99/re These might be adapted for the AMV programmes of study on ‘Why are some stories special?’ (KS1, unit 3), ‘Why do religious books and teachings matter?’ (KS2, unit 3) and ‘How do people express their beliefs and identities?’ (KS3, unit 7).
NATRE NEWS

Many thanks to the National Association of Teachers of RE (NATRE) for the following items. To join NATRE and subscribe to RE Today magazine and the termly RE publications, go to www.natre.org.uk/join.php 

ART IN HEAVEN 2011

Art in Heaven is an annual competition for pupils in RE that promotes creativity and imagination in RE. It is all about spiritual ideas and skills. There is a wonderful web art gallery. Last year about 30, 000 entered, and some of the best are on show.

If you enter this year, perhaps your picture will be on the gallery next time. Have a look, and choose some favourites of your own from the gallery. How might you use these to stimulate your pupils to produce an entry for this year’s competition? Teachers and pupils are warmly invited to join in with their own Art in Heaven. The closing date is 31st July. Go to www.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts for the entry form. 
This year’s themes are: Spiritual Words; Stories of Truth? Journeys; Festive visions; and God: Who? Where? How? If?
UPDATE – RE AND THE EBAC
At the launch event for the month of Celebrating RE, Stephen Lloyd MP spoke with passion about his belief that RE should be included as one of the Humanities subjects in the English Baccalaureate. At that time there were some 30 signatories to his Early Day Motion. He set us a challenge to reach 70 by the end of the celebration month. By the time this newsletter was emailed to you the number has reached 102!

Teachers have not only written multiple letters to their MPs asking them to sign, they have attended MP surgeries, asked questions in public debates, appeared on radio programmes, been interviewed by the national press, written news articles and used every skill at their disposal to let MPs know just what a disaster this decision has already been for the nations' young people.

Well done to everyone and keep up the good work! If nothing else, our MPs are certainly better informed about RE than they were 6 months ago. You can now help the campaign by letting the NATRE Executive know, confidentially, about the specific impact of this measure on your timetable and options offers to year 9 so that we can lobby MPs and officials at the DfE on your behalf: exec@natre.org.uk 
To check on EDM 1375: www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1375 
For NATRE’s news pages: www.natre.org.uk 
For background information to support conversations with MPs:

www.retoday.org.uk/news/mps-ebacc 
CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN KEAST OBE

I am delighted to report that my good friend, John Keast, has been recognised in the Queen's New Year Honours list for services to education. John, a Cornishman from St Austell, is currently a consultant to the RE Council for England and Wales. Formerly an RE adviser in Cornwall, then QCA’s RE subject officer, and then RE consultant to the DfES for eight years, John is widely known and admired for his profound grasp of the politics of RE and his talent for building consensus in sometimes tricky territory. Members of the RE community know that John’s personal warmth and integrity make his award popular and welcome. 

TERENCE COPLEY RIP

I was much saddened to hear of the death of Professor Terence Copley, who died in January, aged 64. Many, if not all of us in the RE world, have benefited hugely from Terence’s wisdom and great sense of the fun of RE, and some will have learnt their approaches to the subject directly from the man himself if they trained at Exeter University. His many publications over 40 years of work in RE have been essential reading for all those wishing to improve their knowledge and understanding of the subject. As reported in the latest edition of RE Today, ‘The RE world has lost a great friend and a hugely energetic and insightful academic, teacher and writer.’
READY REFERENCE: UPDATE MAY 2011
North Somerset SACRE’s artefact collections are held at St Georges CofE/Methodist VA Primary School (tel. 01934 426901) and Mary Elton Community Primary School, Clevedon (tel. 01275 876432).

WEB SUPPORT FOR AMV for new agreed syllabus requirements and guidance go to http://amv.somerset.gov.uk/  The old AMV schemes of work and guidance will remain at: www.n-somerset.gov.uk/amv until the key documents have been transferred to the new site.

Please note that the new ONLINE SELF-EVALUATION TOOLKIT is now available at: http://betterre.reonline.org.uk/lead_manage/toolkit.php/.  This includes the option of printing out an RE Improvement Plan based on your answers.

Find out more about the work of SACREs up and down the country via the National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) website at http://www.nasacre.org.uk/ 

THE RE:QUEST WEBSITE contains specific links to the AMV syllabus. Go to: www.request.org.uk/teachers/syllabus/awareness/aware01.htm 

RE CPD HANDBOOK: The DCSF and the RE Council of England and Wales has produced an online CPD Handbook for primary and secondary teachers of RE. In addition to guidance on teaching, learning and assessment in RE, the Handbook includes contributions from teachers, faith communities, advisers, and academics:

www.re-handbook.org.uk 

MAJOR RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS: www.culham.ac.uk/tvr/festcalendar.php 

TEACHERS TV Resources to support Primary RE. Several 15 minute programmes can be found at: www.teachersmedia.co.uk/ 

SUPPORT FOR TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS

For all speakers, please arrange to cover their expenses and any fees directly with the individuals involved. Most communities are happy for you to visit without charge, though you may like to consider making a donation on a ‘per pupil’ basis.

BUDDHISM

· Mike Keogh (Triratna Buddhist Community [Formerly FWBO]): tel. 07775 928722; email michael.s.keogh@googlemail.com  

· Triratna (FWBO) Buddhists in Bristol: www.bristol-buddhist-centre.org 

· Paula-Boudica Brightwell: (Nichiren Daishonin) tel. 01458 443275 or 07952 409024.

· The Amitabha Buddhist Centre in Bristol. Please contact: Kelsang Rak-Ma, Education Programme Co-ordinator: info@meditationbristol.org or see: www.meditationinbristol.org 

· Lam Rim Tibetan: www.lamrim.org.uk/lrb_info.htm 

· Sakya Tibetan: www.dechen.org/centres/southwest/bristol.html 

CHRISTIANITY

· Sylvia Staddon (Weston-super-Mare School Prayer Network) – database of church leaders and members who visit for assemblies. Tel: 01934 514614 or email jonsyl@supanet.com for details. 
· For Christian churches see: www.findachurch.co.uk/index.html 

· Mike Strange, manager of the RE:Quest website, may also be available to talk to staff or work with pupils on using the site. Email: m_strange@sky.com 

HINDUISM
· Dhirashanta Das [ISKCON] Tel: 01566 786965 Email: dhirasanta@aol.com 

· Hindu Temple, 163b Church Road, Redfield, Bristol, BS5 9LA .Tel: 0117 935 1007 – visits for pupils of all ages. Email Panditji Kamlesh Vyas (the priest at the Temple) at panditji@bristolhindutemple.co.uk  To find out more about school visits to the Temple see: www.bristolhindutemple.co.uk/Community.htm 

· Christina Bramble – Travelling Museum Workshops for Indian life, religion and culture. Contact her at christina.bramble@blueyonder.co.uk or take a look at the website: www.travellingmuseum.org.uk 

ISLAM
· Imam Ilyaas Limbada, Yeovil Mosque, 8 Westminster Street / Clarence Street, Yeovil, BA20 1AE. Tel: 01935 412685. Best to email some suggested dates for your visit to: imam_yic@mail.com  The Imam and his wife, Amina, are very pleased to receive school groups to visit the mosque and learn about Islam. 

· Mr Farooq A. Siddique, Community Development Officer, Bristol Muslim Cultural Society, 404 Stapleton Rd., Bristol, BS5 6NQ, 0117 952 1802. Email: bmcs@bmcs.org.uk   Website: www.bmcs.org.uk   Office opening times are Mon-Fri 9.30am to 5pm but please note that the office is closed during Muslim prayer times, lunch-hour [1.30-2.30] and at weekends.

JUDAISM
· Bristol Progressive Synagogue, Bannerman Road, Bristol. Please contact Effie Romaine: effie_romaine@blueyonder.co.uk 

· Exeter Synagogue, Synagogue Place, Mary Arches Street, Exeter, EX4 3BA. They prefer age 8+, and charge £1 per pupil per visit. Contact Dr Paul Newgass, (President, Exeter Synagogue), who will also visit your school to talk about the Holocaust, on: 01392 251529 or email: paulnewgass@btinternet.com 

· Robin and Arnold Kanarek Tel:01935 263667 Email: rkanarek@talktalk.net 

· Mrs Jane Silver-Corren is available for assemblies / INSET. Tel: 01308 459320 or email janesilvercorren@gmail.com
SIKHISM
· Gurdial Singh is available to visit schools and/or arrange visits to a Gurdwara in Bristol. Tel: 0117 956 6976 or 07981 130188 Email: gurdial.singh@fsmail.net
If you would like this Newsletter emailed directly to your inbox, please contact: 

Dave Francis – North Somerset Associate RE Adviser

E-mail: mayfly@blueyonder.co.uk  
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