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North Somerset Admissions Forum
13th July 2009, The Campus
Present

Tony Pearle
Jack Dagnall
Tim Pollock
Tess Robinson
Sally Varley
Liz Tunnard
Jenny Lawrence
Julie Fox
John Wells



  
Trevor Bailey

David Gradwell

Anne-Marie Heath

Elvis Johnson - Idan
Gillian Quick


NSC, School Organisation
Governor (Clevedon & All Saints)
Somerset County Council (CYPD)
Diocese of Bath and Wells
NSC, School Organisation and Access
School Improvement Team
Somerset Racial Equality Council
Community Primary Schools
Community Secondary Schools
Trust Schools

SPSC rep

NSC Choice Advice

Somerset Racial Equality Council

Church of England Primary Schools

1. Apologies

Jan Harper-Shea, Councillor Anne Kemp, Sue Calvert, Lynne Packer, Pam Kelly, Chris Hustwick, Bill McEntee, Caroline Glossop, Eufron Parry, Terri Knowlton.
2. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 27th April, 2009 were agreed as a correct record.
3. Matters arising

The sub group to review the guidance for parents all fed back to Bill within the agreed timescale. 
In terms of Forum membership, Tess had emailed the VCs on the database with reference to the VC Primary Headteacher vacancy, and Tony had sent an email seeking a Primary Community Parent representative, however no responses have been received. Further emails will be sent out in September.
4. Update on Admissions Policies:
St Francis and Corpus Christi are due to send in their revised 2009/10 policies. St Francis, St Georges, Corpus Christi and Wraxall are revising their 2010/11 policies which are due to be submitted on various dates in July.
5. Forum report – update on progress on action points

Bill has completed the forum report and has chased the action points listed in the last minutes (Item 7).
6. In Year applications over admission numbers 2008/09

For information, the Forum received details of in Year applications over admission numbers which showed a slight reduction when compared to 2007/08.
7. In Year Fair Access protocols, Permanent Exclusions and Managed Transfers

It was agreed that comparison data should be available for the September meeting of the Forum. John Wells was concerned that the data submitted was not entirely complete and up to date, and that a wider range of data might be needed, including ethnic group data. It was agreed that John Wells would liaise with Jan Harper-Shea (or her replacement) to identify comparative data that would be of greater use to Forum members – Action - John to talk to new rep (when identified) about data required.
Concern was also expressed that a replacement for Jan had not yet been identified and it was considered essential a representative should attend Forum meetings tp present information the Forum requires as part of its statutory role of ensuring that the admission of vulnerable pupils to all schools is made quickly and appropriately. - Action – Tess Robinson to write to John Skinner seeking confirmation of who would present information in connection with Fair Access Protocols etc. 
8. Provision of places at Birdwell School, Long Ashton
It was reported that permission had been given for officers to commence a statutory consultation to expand Birdwell from its current capacity of 210 pupils to 315 pupils. The rationale for this change was that, historically, there had been an issue over the number of school places available in Long Ashton, especially in 2008/09 when many pupils living in Long Ashton were not offered their first choice school. 
For September, 2009 it was reported that Birdwell School did not have a waiting list and that of the 3 pupils on the Northleaze School waiting list, only 1 resided in Long Ashton.

However, it was entirely possible that if the school was expanded, parents may elect to return to the school thus increasing pupil numbers and reducing the possibility of the school operating with too many surplus places.

The Forum expressed some concerns in connection with the time schedule but agreed to support the recommendation to expand Birdwell to a 315 place school.

9. Provision of places in the communities of Winford and Felton

Members agreed to support the recommendation to publish statutory notices to close St Katherine’s, and the recommendation to expand Winford School. The community do not want St Katherine’s school to close, and only want Winford to expand to a 150 place school. 
Contractors Wilmot Dixon are working on plans to retain the main Winford School building and building an extension at the back of the school, including extended services facilities.  
From September 2009 all 24 pupils at St Katherine’s will be in one class. School Improvement is currently looking at the staffing and support structure. The new headteacher will teach two days a week, and a teacher will teach 3 days a week. There will also be a full time high level teaching assistant, a PPA teacher and possible another TA. This will allow the class to split into smaller groups. 
There is an opportunity for close liaison with Winford School, and as the new head of St Katherine’s was the deputy at St Andrew’s, it has been agreed that staff development can be jointly planned. Staff are being supported in finding other jobs etc. Gary Saul Patterson’s (expert in counselling) support is also available to all staff.

The Members ask that the children at St Katherine’s have continued support, and that the framework is monitored.
10. Trigger for change

The Forum were reminded of the Council’s policy in respect of a strategic preference to establish, where possible and appropriate, all through primary schools rather than separate infant and junior schools.
Yatton Infant and Yatton Junior
It was reported that the headteacher at Yatton Juniors is retiring, which has prompted a review of the schools. The schools would we working more closely together with a view to considering a Hard Federation. If the Federation is progressed, then a review would be undertaken in the 2011/12 school year to consider whether the Federation should continue, cease or whether an amalgamation of the schools should be considered. 

Forum members support the recommendation to create a hard federation and then consider the possibility of an amalgamation at a later date. 
Weston Super Mare Schools
The paper considered by the Policy and Scrutiny group considered that it was not appropriate to amalgamate St Martins Junior School, Hillside First School and Mendip Green First School. The schools have agreed to work under soft federation arrangements with a view to establishing all-through primary provision at all three schools. There will be no revenue saving to use, but, at Scrutiny Panel’s request, the SSF will be asked to consider making some funding available to help the schools become Primary Schools. Forum members supported the recommendation to form a soft federation between the schools.

11. Update on other school reviews:

Yeo Moor Schools
It was reported that the matter of the amalgamation of Yeo Moor Infant and Junior Schools was with the Schools Adjudicator and that it was hoped a decision would be made before the end of Term 6. 

Note for minutes – The Schools Adjudicator’s decision was that the schools should be amalgamated.

Congresbury

Both St Andrew’s Junior and Glebe Infants are working well together and the new St, Andrew’s Primary School would be opening in September 2009.

St Barnabas School

The proposal to close the school was approved, and public notices had been issued. All the pupils are now dual registered and are being integrated into their new schools via visits such as sports days etc. Officers are now dealing with the disposal of assets at St Barnabas.

David has suggested Tess write a letter of appreciation to St Barnabas for all the good work they have done.








Action –Tess
Worlebury St Paul’s School
Worlebury St Paul’s project to expand to an all-through primary provision is progressing although it is anticipated that objections to the scheme will be made when planning permission is requested. 
13. Frequency/Meeting Dates for 2009/10 Academic Year (9:30-12:30)

Tues 15th Sept 2009 

Kenn Room, Town Hall

Mon 9th Nov 2009 


The Campus

Thurs 14th Jan 2010 

Four Oaks

Fri 5th Mar 2010 


Kenn Room, Town Hall

Mon 26th Apr 2010 


The Campus

Mon 14th Jun 2010 


Four Oaks
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