
Children and Young Peoples’ Services
Admissions Forum
28th April 2008; 10.00 - 12.30
The Campus, Weston super mare
Present

	Name
	Representing

	Tess Robinson (TR)
	Diocese of Bath & Wells

	Tim Pollock (TP1)
	Somerset LA

	Bill McEntee (BM)
	Admissions Policy Officer, NSC

	Sally Varley (SV)
	School Organisation & Access, NSC

	Tony Pearle (TP2)
	School Organisation

	Gillian Quick (GQ)
	Headteacher, Worlebury St Pauls

	Paul Stathers (PS)
	Headteacher, St Francis’ VA

	Anne Kemp (AK)
	North Somerset District Councillor

	Caroline Glossop (CG)
	Parent Representative

	John Wells (JW)
	Headteacher, Clevedon School

	John Brock (JB)
	Governor Representative

	Elvis Johnson-Idan (EJ)
	Somerset Racial Equality Council


	
	Action

	1. 
	Apologies

Julie Fox, Trevor Bailey, Pam Kelly, Sara Griffiths, Jeremy Watt, Carol Moss, Chris Mayer, Barry Wratten
	

	2. 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

These were accepted as a true record subject to the following amendment;
Delete:

“Sibling link will be reviewed for 2009/10 admissions - Every school has a problem that wants to be a school for their local community – but the local Authority needs to follow the code of practice”. Action: ideas for modification of sibling link to be sent to Bill McEntee
Replace with:

“Sibling link will be reviewed for 2009/10 admissions – strive towards local schools for local children whilst complying with the Code of Practice”. BM to co-ordinate any suggested policy changes

	BM

	3. 
	Matters Arising
3a. Item 8 – Sibling Rule

SV explained the issues concerning sibling links when schools were over subscribed and cited the Long Ashton area as an example where the current sibling link School Admission Policy would sometimes disadvantage local children. It was agreed that in pursuance of a local schools for local children policy, a working group be formed to consider changes to the policy for the 2010/11 intake including. 
· Sibling Rules

· General Admission Policies

· Production of an agreed Format for admission policies (including a template)

to ensure that they were fair, equitable and workable, with robust transitional arrangements.  BM to co-ordinate
Working Group Members are:

Bill McEntee, Caroline Glossop, John Brock, Anne Kemp and Gillian Quick – to meet at Worlebury School (NB Date now set for 8th September, 10.00 – 12.00)
	BM
BM


	4. 
	Managed Transfers/Fair Access Protocols
a) It was reported that communication in connection with managed transfers had improved and that situation continues to be monitored
b) All schools had signed up to The Fair Access Protocols and were working effectively 
	

	5. 
	Submitted Admission Policies
Bill McEntee took members through this item

· Primary Sector - Overall the exercise had gone well and with some minor exceptions,  policies appeared to be legally compliant
· Secondary Sector – Mainly OK but with some concerns over certain schools’ sixth form entry policies.

· Bill gave details of schools where concerns existed and it was agreed that the Forum, via Tess, would write to those schools with revised wording regarding Admission Policies (and document contents/definitions) to ensure legal compliance – Bill to draft letters on behalf of the Forum
· Following the above, if schools were reluctant to amend their policies, consideration would be given to referring the matter to the Adjudicator

· Tim Pollock to provide DCSF advice on 6th Form admission policies

· Year 7 Policies – it was agreed that details of areas where pupils were drawn from should be taken form Schools’ admissions policies and were better suited to be included in other school publications.
	BM


	6. 
	School Places in Long Ashton
SV Distributed copies of a report presented to Scrutiny Panel outlining agreed action to be taken in connection with school places in Long Ashton

· In agreeing the recommendations, the Forum expressed a desire to see a long term solution

· The forum did, however, recognise that the situation was further complicated by the additional 9000 homes that were to be built under the Regional Spatial Strategy over the next 18 years

Yeo Moor Infant & Junior Schools

· The Forum approved  a public consultation with parents, staff and pupils to gauge the level of support for an amalgamation of schools 

	SV
SV/TP2


	7. 
	Secondary School Allocations
Bill McEntee presented this item to the Forum and on behalf of schools, it was requested that in the light of the Regional Spatial Strategy, careful thought be given to the availability, supply and allocation of school places
	

	8. 
	Walliscote Primary School
Having regard to the rationale outlined, the Forum agreed the proposal that Walliscote Primary School sets its Admission Number at 45 pupils from September, 2009. Once the LA’s Admission Arrangements have been signed off, the school will be informed of the revised number

	TP

	9. 
	Admission Forum Report
It was agreed that a core group of Forum members would meet to discuss the requirements under the Forum report.
Group members are:

Bill McEntee, Tess Robinson, Elvis Johnson-Idan, John Wells and David Gradwell (meeting set for 9.30am on 22/05/08 at Clevedon School)

	BM

	10. 
	AOB
‘Lottery’ allocation of school places – it was agreed that this would be used only in tie break situations.

	

	11. 
	Date of next meeting:
(unless otherwise advised)

30th June, 2008; 10.00 – 12.30; Four Oaks, Nailsea
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